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Above: Personnel from 36th Airlift Squadron at Yokota Air
Base, Japan, load a mobile command post into a C-130 on
Tuesday afternoon. The plane was hound for Utaphao,
Thailand, where crews will use a forward-operating base as
a staging area for relief supplies being sent to tsunami-
and ged areas of Asia.

Left: Emergency personnel carry a body out of a water-
front travel agency along Patong Beach on Phuket Island,
Thailand, on Tuesday, two days after massive tsunami
waves smashed coastlines in 11 countries in southern Asia
and Africa. The Thai government said more than 1,500
people died in Thailand, among them more than 700
tourists.
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Grounded freighter: Alaskan state
regulators have banned commercial
fishing in the Bering Sea near the
wreckage of a grounded freighter
where fuel oil has been seeping since
early this month.

The order affects the Makushin Bay and
Skan Bay tanner crab fishery, which had
been scheduled to open Jan. 15. Also closed
will be Pacific cod, black rockfish and fisher-
ies for other g‘mundﬁsh that would have
opened Saturday.

The wreckage of the 738-foot Selendang
Ayu has been leaking oil and diesel fuel
since it wrecked Dec. 8. More than 210,000
gallons is believed to have leaked so far.

So far, more than 40,000 pounds of oily
waste have been collected in bags along the
shore of Unalaska Island, according to offi-
cials. Forty-one dead birds and a dead sea
otter have been recovered so far. Hundreds
of other oil-blackened birds have been spot-
ted.

Ohio election results: The Ohio secretary
of state, who declared President Bush the of-
ficial winner in Ohio, is seeking a court
order to keep himself from being inter-
viewed as part of a court challenge of the
Nov. 2 vote.

Secretary of State Kenneth Blackwell
claims his deposition is not required, and ac-
cused 37 voters challenging the election of
“frivolous conduct.”

The court challenge cites irregularities in-
cluding long lines, a shortage of voting ma-
chines in minority precincts and problems
with computer equipment.

ush defeated Sen. John Kerry
119,000 votes, according to Blackwell‘s offl-
cial count; Ohio’s 20 electoral votes gave
Bush the 270 he needed for victory.

War on terrorism

Guantanamo tribunal: A prisoner who al-
legedly stockpiled explosives at a police sta-
tion in Afghanistan was one of three detain-
ees to go before U.S. military review tribu-
nals on Monday in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
an official said.

The military alleged the suspect, 34, was
in charge of the police station where a raid
by U.S. and Afghan forces netted two truck-
loads of ammunition and explosives, said
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Daryl Borgquist, a Penta-
gon spokesman.

The ammunition was under the control of
the ousted Taliban regime and was being
used in operations against U.S. and coalition
forces, Borgquist said.

Kashmir on the agenda: Pakistan's Foreign Secretary Riaz Khol
Ministry on Monday in Islamabad, Pakistan. The

foreign secretaries of India and Pakistan hegan two days of falks that will include their first

formal dialogue on Kashmir since the nuclear rivals launched a peace process a year ago,

counterpart Shyam Saran at the Forei

officials said.

The Combatant Status Review Tribunals
are intended to decide whether the approxi-
mately 550 prisoners from more than 40
countries at Guantanamo are properly held
as “enemy combatants” or should be re-
leased.

World

Palestinian elections: Palestinian voters
will be stamped with indelible ink and ballot
boxes locked with numbered seals to pre-
vent possible fraud in the Jan. 9 presidential
election, the first in nine years, election offi-
cials said Tuesday.

Preliminary rosults from about 3,000 poll-
ing stations will be available two or three
hours after the polls close, according to a
top official in the Central Election Commis-
sion. Two pollsters will conduct exit polls.

In a speech to about 4,000 backers in Jeri-
cho on Tuesday, Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas said he will follow in the foot-
steps of the late Yasser Arafat, whose posi-
tion as head of the Palestinian Authority he
is favored to win in a Jan. 9 election.

He said Arafat “devoted his life to the
cause of his people,” and pledged to follow
Arafat’s policies.

ar, right, receives his Indian

Stalled Korean falks: North Korea
blamed South Korea on Tuesday for a stall
in the dialogue between the two countries
and demanded an apology.

In a lengthy report, the North’s Secretari-
at of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunifi-
cation of the Fatherland cited a mass defec-
tion of North Koreans to the capitalist South
earlier this year — and a joint military exer-
cise the South held with the United States —
as “anti-reunification acts.”

Business

Fannie Mae shake-up: Franklin Raines,
who was forced out as Fannie Mae’s chief
executive after five years, is due to receive a
pension of $1.3 million a year for life, accord-
ing to an agreement with the mortgage lend-

iant.

In documents filed Monday with the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission, Fannie
Mae also revealed that Raines has deferred
compensation of $8.7 million to be paid out
through 2020 and owns more than $5.5 mil-
lion in the company’s stock.

Stories and photo from wire reports
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U.S. military beginning
tsunami relief efforts

Some Pac forces now in Thailand, others await orders

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

U.S. military officials in the Pa-
cific are cranking up humanitari-
an-assistance and disaster-relief
missions to Southeast Asia after a
powerful earthquake triggered a
catastrophic tsunami along the
coastlines of Thailand, Sri Lanka,
Indonesia, India and other nations
Sunday.

Lt. Col. Bill Bigelow, a Pacific
Command spokesman, ‘said mili-
tary resources in Japan, Guam
and elsewhere in the region will
be tapped in the relief effort.

ir Force and Navy officials in
Japan dispatched aircraft and
ships to the area on Tuesday, with
personnel moving into forward-op-
erating locations that will be used
as staging platforms for the deliv-
ery of supplies such as temporary
shelter, clothing, food and water.

Marine officials on Okinawa

that endeavor.

“The P-3 Orion aircraft’s long
range and long loiter time capabili-
ty is an invaluable asset for
search-and-rescue operations as it
can view the battle space and rap-
idly provide that information to re-
gional Rescue Coordination Cen-
ters,” said Lt. Arwen Consaul, a
Commander, Naval Forces Mari-
anas spokeswoman on Guam.
“While not able to physically res-
cue a survivor from the water, the
P-3's communications suite and
abilities to stay on station, survey
for long periods of time and de-
ploy life rafts in the vicinity of any
survivors e it an important
component of any search-and-res-
cue operation.”

C-130 cargo planes left Yokota
Air Base, Japan, on Tuesday to de-
liver equipment and supplies to
Utaphao, where crews are setting
up a larger presence at the tiny for-
ward-operating base. Once the

Group’s Detachment 1 at Yokota.
But Tuesday, he was part of a
C-130 crew preparing to deliver a
mobile command post to Thailand.

“When we get down there, we'll
have all our communications capa-
bilities set up. That includes
air-to-ground radios and satellite
communications,” O'Daniel said.
“We'll be the focal point for all
cargo coming in and going out of
the airfield. We're the com-
mand-and-control portion. We'll
talk to the airplanes and fmd out
what they have coming in.”

Officials are discussing the pos-
sibility of establishing another for-
ward-operating base in Sri Lanka
to assist in the relief efforts, he
added.

The response time for Tues-
day’s mission was far shorter than
usual, 0'Daniel indicated. He said
his team normally gets a 12-hour
window, but this week, prep time
was cut to nine.

Wﬁrih ﬂsu{g “It’s significant
whether ey’ . . . . . it d
aunch & umani- k& Performing humanitarian relief is 5o Soms oy 29
tarian-assistance sions,” he  sai

mission to Thai-
land, similar to
the one recently
conducted in the
Philippines. Kade-
na Air Base had
tankers and medi-
cal-evacuation
teams  standing
by, but Air Force
officials there had
not received a specific tasking
Tuesday.

“We're just getting stuff on the
ground,” Bigelow said. “We contin-
ue to plan for the relief effo

‘Atleast 52,000 people in 11 coun-
tries were killed in the weekend
devastation. The 9.0-magnitude
earthquake beneath the Indian
Ocean off Indonesia was the most
powerful to strike the planet in
four decades.

PACOM officials sent three P-3
Orion aircraft to Utaphao, Thai-
land, on Tuesday to conduct
search-and-rescue  surveillance,
while the Navy has deployed three
others from Kadena to assist in

much different than going out for a
routine exercise or flight. You get a
better sense of pride knowing you're

helping other people.¥?

Tech. Sgt. Paul 0’Dani
Mission support team chief, Yokota Air Base, Japan

mission-support package is in
place, aircraft will conduct more
targeted disaster-relief operations
in the region, said 1st Lt. Warren
Comer, a 374th Airlift Wing
spokesman.

“We're going to set it up so we
can operate C-130s out of there
and provide humanitarian relief,”
he added. “We're turning it into a
larger forward-operations base so
we can operate more units out of
there.”

Additional military  supplies
were being picked up at Kadena,
Comer said.

Tech. Sgt. Paul O'Daniel is a mis-
sion support team chief for the
Tanker Airlift Control Element of
the 613th Contingency Response

“Performing  hu-
manitarian relief
is so much differ-
ent than going out
for a routine exer-
cise or flight. You
get a better sense
of pride knowing
youre  helping
other people. It's a
great job, a rewarding job. I love
doing this.”

Plans for handling donations
from individuals have not been ar-
ranged, Comer said.

“We're just taking care of the
U.S. government-provided sup-
port right now,” he said. “I under-
stand people really want to help
out. If they want to assist, the best
thing for them to do is contact the
local Red Cross or some sort of
support agency. The Air Force
doesn’t have a lot of that set up
right now to get regular people in-
volved.”

Seventh Fleet units also are as-
sisting in the relief efforts. Ships
of the USS Abraham Lincoln Carri-

VINCE LITTLE/Stars and Stripes

Personnel from Yokota's 36th Airlift Squadron load a mobile command
post into a C-130 on Tuesday afternoon. The plane was bound for

Utaphao, T

nd, where crews will use a forward-operating base as a

staging area for relief supplies being sent to tsunami- and earthquake-

ravaged areas of Southeast Asia.

er Strike Group, along with those
from Expeditionary Strike Group
S, have been diverted to the affect-
ed areas to conduct humanitarian
relief operations.

Seventh Fleet officials said
they’re prepared to offer a variety
of assets, including ships, aircraft
and personnel.

The USS Bonhomme Richard,
an amphibious-assault ship as-
signed to San Diego but on a
six-month deployment in support
of the war on terror, has shortened
its stay on Guam while the USS
Duluth and USS Rushmore are by-
passing the island completely to
join the Southeast Asia effort.

The three Expeditionary Strike
Group 5 ships are well-equipped
for humanitarian assistance and di-
saster relief, officials say. Each
has extensive medical facilities on
board, as well as capacity to trans-

port supplies. They had been ex-
pected to stay on Guam until Sun-

PACOM also is sending three as-
sessment teams of about a dozen
mostly military personnel to deter-
mine what further aid the military
could supply.

“Those teams assess how best
and where best our assets can be
utilized,” Bigelow said.

Pacific units have the capabili-
ties to provide engineering, trans-
portation assistance, medical aid
and water. The Defense Depart-
ment also is looking at working
with other government and non-
governmental agencies, and other
nations in the region, on coopera-
tive relief efforts.

Fred Zimmerman, Juliana Gittler and
Greg Tyler contributed to this report.
E-mail Vince Little at:
littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

U.S. development agency donates additional $20M

The Associated Press

The U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment prepared Tuesday to add $20 mil-
lion to an initial $15 million contribution
for Asian earthquake relief as Secretary of
State Colin Powell bristled at a United Na-
tions official’s suggestion that the United
States has been “stingy.”

A senior U.S. official told The Associated
Press the increased aid figure was bound
to be pushed even higher as assessments of
the damage from the biggest earthquake in
40 years are received.

The Pentagon is preparing a supplemen-
tal relief operation and pre-stocked sup-

plies of shelter, food and water bags are on
their way to Indonesia from Dubai, said
the official, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

“The United States has given more aid in
the last four years than any other nation or
combination of nations in the world,” Pow-
ell said when asked about the comments
Monday by Jan Egeland, the U.N. humani-
tarian aid chief.

Other aid agencies were struggling to or-
ganize what may be the world’s largest and
most complex relief effort — responding to
a swathe of death and destruction across
11 countries that the United Nations de-
scribed as unprecedented.

Egeland, who is in charge of emergency

relief coordination, said the disaster had
caused “many billions of dollars” of dam-
age, and could be the costliest in history.

Relief organizations used to dealing with
one or two crises in the world at a time now
have 11 disaster zones, tens of thousands of
unburied bodies, millions of people left
homeless and the risk of mass outbreaks of
disease.

“This is unprecedented,” said Yvette
Stevens, an emergency relief coordinator
of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

Almost all of the nations hit were poor
and developing, and will be largely reliant
on outside help to cope.

Some nations will be expected to take on

more of the burden of relief efforts, said
the United Nations, which is coordinating
with organizations including the Interna-
tional Red Cross.

“A country like India has a lot of capaci-
ty to cope,” Stevens said. “In Malaysia,
there has been some [impact] but the gov-
ernment can cope.”

Meanwhile, relief supplies were starting
to trickle into the region’s devastated na-
tions.

The Red Cross in Nairobi, Kenya, which
has launched an appeal for $6.6 million —
said in a statement that a plane carrying
105 tons of blankets, medicines and tarps
for 50,000 people was headed Tuesday to
Sri Lanka.
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Death toll from tsunami passes 52,000

Military still
determining
whereabouts
of U.S. troops

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN, FRED
ZIMMERMAN AND FRANKLIN FISHER
Stars and Stripes

As nations hit by Sunday’s earthquake-driv-
en tsunami continued to tally the human toll,
U.S. military commands across the Pacific
worked to determine whether any service-
members were among the dead or missing.

le all servicemembers and civilians
from some commands had yet to be accounted
for, initial reports indicated that most who'd
been in the affected areas were safe.

In Japan, Misawa Air Base officials said
Tuesday they have accounted for three Air
g‘orce members who were in Thailand on Sun-

ay.

Two already have returned to Misawa and
the other has been in contact with base offi-
cials and is safe, said Misawa spokesman
Tech. Sgt. Mikal Canfield. He said he did not
know where the tl servicemembers were
when the disaster struck. No Air Force person-
nel assigned to the base are mlsslng, he said.

fficials at Yokota Air Base
Zama in Japan said all personnel statloned
there had been accounted for.

On Guam, Andersen Air Force Base offi-
cials said they had no personnel visiting areas
affected by the tsunami.

“All members have been contacted and ac-
counted for,” said Andersen spokesman Tech.
Sgt. Bryan Gatewood.

‘A Marine spokeswoman said Tuesday some
servicemembers assigned to Camp Butler, Oki-
nawa, were in Thailand on leave when the tsu-
nami hit but they had been accounted for and
are safe.

The spokeswoman, citing rotec-
tion/security issues, said she couldnt rlwulge
exact numbers of personnel in the region.

She added that information on Marines pos-
sibly vacationing in the affected areas, who
are assigned to the III Marine Expeditionary
Force and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, still was
being researched Tuesday afternoon.

The U.S. military command in Seoul said
Tuesday it was working to account for mem-
bers of its military communities who might be
in the affected areas.

A written statement attributed to Air Force
Lt. Col. Deborah Bertrand, U.S. Forces Korea
spokeswoman read “We have identified and

fety and where-
abouts of those US)’-‘K members in the areas af-
fected. That process is going slowly but well so
far. Infrastructure damage has made commu-
nications difficult but we are hopeful that each
of them will be accounted for soon.”

The personnel in affected areas “isn’t a
large number, but even one unaccounted for is
too many and we will not rest until every mem-
ber of our command i: is located and assisted in
returning safely to us,” Bertrand said.

Many southeast Asian countries, particular-
ly Thailand, are popular vacation destinations
for servlcemembers and DOD civilians.

le a firm number wasn't readily avail
efense

BY LELY T. DJUHARI
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — Mourn-
ers in Sri Lanka buried their dead with
bare hands while displaced and hungry
islanders in Indonesia looted stores fol-
lowing explosive tsunamis that the Unit-
ed Nations said may be history’s costliest
natural disaster.

The death toll rose to more than 52,000
early Wednesday and officials expected
it to rise further.

A dozen nations in a band of destruc-
tion from Southeast Asia to Africa tallied
corpses at tropical beaches, devastated
villages and choked hospltal morgues —
with 10,000 dead found in a single Indone-
sian town, according to one government
agency.

Indonesia’s Health Ministry said in a
statement early Wednesday that 27,178
people has been killed on Sumatra is-
land, which was closest to the earth-
quake’s epicenter. But the ministry said
this figure did not include data from dis-
tricts on the island’s hard-hit western
coast, including the town of Meulaboh.

Purnomo Sidik, national disaster direc-
tor at the Social Affairs Ministry, said
late on Tuesday that emergency workers
‘who reached Meulaboh reported 10,000
dead. There was no immediate explana-
tion why the Health Ministry statement
did not count the figure given by Sidik.

Thousands of people were missing,
and millions remained homeless.

Aid agencies feared malaria and chol-
era may add to the toll from Sunday’s
massive quake-sparked waves, and
mounted what U.N. officials said would
be the world’s biggest relief effort. “This
is unprecedented,” said Yvette Stevens,
an emergency relief coordinator of the
U.N. Office for the Coordination of Hu-
‘manitarian Affairs.

But help wasn’t arriving fast enough
for Indonesia’s Sumatra island, where
residents turned to looting to find food.

“There is no help, it is €ach person for
themselves  here,” district official
Tengku Zulkamam told el-Shinta radio
from the island’s devastated western
coast.

Sunday’s 9.0-magnitude earthquake
under the Indian Ocean shot concussions
of water onto coastlines from Indonesia
to Somalia, drowning thousands. Almost
a third of the dead were children, the
U.N. children’s agency estimated.

Bodies are
Lanka. Offi

AP

in a mass burial pit for unidentified bodies Tuesday near Galle, Sri
Is in Galle, severely hit by the tsunami Sunday, mounted a loudspeaker

on a fire engine to advise residents to lay bodies on roads for collection.

More than 4,000 were killed in India
and more than 1,500 in Thailand.

National elections were postponed in-
definitely in the Maldives, an Indian
Ocean archipelago where 55 were killed.

In Sri Lanka’s severely hit town of
Galle, officials mounted a loudspeaker
on a fire engine to advise residents to lay
bodies on roads for collection. Elsewhere
in Sri Lanka, residents took on burial ef-
forts with forks or even bare hands to
scrape a final resting place for victims.

‘The tsunamis and flooding have uproot-
ed land mines in the war-torn country,
threatening to kill or maim aid workers
and survivors attempting to return to
what’s left of their homes.

Indonesia’s Sumatra island was near-
est the epicenter of Sunday’s monstrous
quake — the world’s biggest in 40 years
— and rescuers there battled to reach iso-
lated coasts and dig into rubble of de-
stroyed houses to seek survivors and re-
trieve the dead.

Red Cross official Irman Rachmat, in
Banda Aceh, said people on the island
were in despair.

“People are looting, but not because

they are evil, but they are hungry,” he
said. “We don’t have enough people to
bury the dead. We are worried that all
the corpses on the streets will lead to dis-
ease.”

In once-thriving resorts of southern
Thailand, volunteers dragged scores of
corpses — including many foreign tour-
ists — from beaches, inland pools and the
debris of once-ritzy hotels. Near Phang
Nga province’s devastated ~Similan
Beach and Spa Resort, where mostly Ger-
man tourists were staying, a naked
corpse hung suspended from a tree as if
crucified.

The disaster could be history’s costli-
est, with “many billions of dollars” of
damage, said U.N. Undersecretary Jan
Egeland, who is in charge of emergency
relief coordination. Millions face a haz-
ardous future because of polluted drink-
ing water and a lack of health services,
he said.

Scores of people also were killed in Ma-
laysia, Myanmar, and Bangladesh. The
waves traveled as far as Somalia, with
100 dead, and Tanzania, with 10. A hand-
ful of deaths also were reported in Sey-
chelles, Bangladesh and Kenya.

Brother: “They just ran for their lives’

N.H. family visiting Thailand heach fortunate to survive surprise wave

The Associated Press

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. — A Ports-
mouth family is lucky to be alive after
their trip around the world landed them
at the site of this week’s devastating
earthquake in Asia.

Bill and Susan McClure have been trav-
eling since July with their two daughters,
Morgan and Lily, ages 12 and 8. They
reached Thailand on ChnsLmas the day
before

able, a
Schools-Pacific spokesman said Tuesday
“quite a few” DODDS personnel were in the af-
fected areas.

As of Tuesday afternoon, all but 15 of
DODDS-Pacific’s 45 schools had replied to a
query from the regional office. All schools that
replied said their staff members were safe,
DODDS officials stated.

Officials from Kadena Air Base, Okinawa,
and Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
reported Monday that all personnel in the tsu-
::fml -stricken nations were accounted for and

struck the Indian OCean killing more
than 52,000 people.

At least 12 U.S. citizens died, Secretary
of State Colin Powell said. Hundreds
more remained missing in 10 countries
in southern Asia and Africa.

Bill McClure’s brother, Andrew Mc-
Clure, said Susan and the girls were on
the beach when the natural disaster hit.

“It sounds like they were in a very dan-
gerous situation and got out of it,” An-
drew McClure said Monday night. “They
‘were on the beach and they ran. Then we

got word they didn’t know where Bill

Blll McClure was believed to have
been on a scuba diving trip at the time.
At least 24 hours passed before his fami-
ly heard that he was OK.

At 4 am. on Monday, Andrew Mc-
Clure got a phone call at his Brentwood
home from Susan.

“We were very fortunate that they
were able to call us,” he said. “They bor-
rowed an international cell phone, so
they only had a few minutes.”

Susan McClure described what hap-
pened when the tsunami hit.

“You can only imagine what it must
have been like to be a mother with 12-
and 8-year-old girls clinging to you,” said
Andy McClure. “She said the water was
ankle deep and then suddenly it was
chest deep. They just ran for their lives.
I've been in tough spots before, but never
where my life, and my children’s lives,
were in imminent threat of death. You

just can’t know what that kind of trauma
‘does to you.”

Communication has been limited dur-
ing the family’s travels, primarily be-
cause the McClures have spent most
nights camping out, Andrew McClure
said. When they reached Thailand, how-
ever, where accommodations are less ex-
pensive, they were able to stay in a hotel.

Since they started their travels, the Mc-
Clures have been filing regular dispatch-
es that have been published on the Sun-
day Herald travel page and on
‘www.seacoast online.com.

When asked if he thought the family
would continue their journey or return to
Portsmouth, Andrew McClure wasn't
sure.

“It all dependb on the details of what
happened,” he said.

“This has the potential of being a very
traumatizing thing. They have kids. 1
don’t know how they’ll be filtering this
through. They probably need time to feel
safe before they can decide to go on.”
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Tsunami risk minimal for bases in Pacific

Geographical features provide natural buffer

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

US. Navy facilities in Japan
and Guam are unlikely to experi-
ence tsunami disasters like those
dealt countries in Southeast Asia
on Sunday, officials said.

When earthquakes occur and
tsunamis could result, the Navy
weather detachments receive as
much warning as possible from
the Pacific Tsunami Warning Cen-
ter in Ewa Beach, Hawaii, they
said.

“Most of the time, when earth-
quake activity in the region leads
to a tsunami it means a rise in the
water levels by an inch, or a few
inches,” said Jon Nylander,
spokesman for Commander, U.S.
Naval Forces Japan.

“If the tsunami is

level anywhere from one to sever-
al inches.

According to the International
Tsunami Information Center, the
only damaging tsunami  in
Guam’s recorded history was in
1849. Several bayside  villages
were flooded and a woman was
washed out to sea and killed.

Three of the eight worst known
tsunamis occurred in Japan, ac-
cording to the National Geophysi-
cal Data Center’s Web site. Those
include a 1707 tsunami that killed
an estimated 30,000 people, a tsu-
nami in Sanriku in 1896 that
killed approximately 27,000 and
another in Sanriku that killed
about 3,000 in 1933.

Preparing for deadly tsunamis,
with their mind-boggling swells
and stories-high waves like those
that areas

powerful and moves as fast as it
did in Southeast Asia, then about
the best we can do is hunker
down and head for high ground,”

Asia a few days ago, is almost im-
possible. Petty Officer 1st Class
Aaron Kawczk, a forecaster with
the Naval Paclﬁc Meleorology

he said. “The would
then be addressed by the disaster
preparedness plan at each base.”

The good news, officials said, is
that harbors at Yokosuka Naval
Base and Sasebo Naval Base are
protected by land between the
open sea and those bases. U.S.
Naval Base Guam is protected
similarly with coral reefs and the
Marianas Trench, both helping to
deflect a tsunami’s powerful
punch.

The most these facilities typical-
ly experience from tsunami activi-
ty, Nylander said, is a rise in sea

and O

at Sasebo Naval Base, Japan, said
disastrous  tsunamis  develop
quickly and can maintain speeds
of up to 500 miles per hour for
thousands of miles.

If given time to prepare, bases
could issue warnings on radio
and television and any other
means available. And if deemed
necessary and if time permits, the
base could evacuate. “But that’s
never happened in base history,”
the weather forecaster said.

“When you drop a rock in a
pool of water, you can see the rip-

ples moving out from the center.
In essence, those ripples are tsu-
nami; it works the same way,”

Kawczk explained.

“For us to see any serious tsuna-
mi action, a tsunami-generating
earthquake would have to occur
very close to the Sasebo Harbor,”
he added, “which I suppose is pos-
sible but hasn’t happened.”

Ships berthed at Japan and
Guam bases probably would lack
time to sortie were a massive tsu-
nami en route, and the minor rise
in sea level from lesser tsunamis
is not particularly dangerous, he
explained.

“Ships can be fairly safe at sea
during a tsunami because the
large waves are moving deep
under the surface. Out at sea,
they aren’t extremely notice-
able,” Kawczk explained. The
passing waves produce only a gen-
tle rise and fall of the surface.

The Novosibirsk Tsunami Labo-
ratory in Novosibirsk, Russia, re-
corded 796 tsunamis in the Pacif-
ic Ocean from 1900 to 2001, ac-
cording to NASA’s Global Change
Master Directory Web site. Of
those, 117 caused casualties and
damage mostly near the source,
and at least nine caused wide-
spread destruction throughout
the Pacific.

The greatest number of tsuna-
mis during any one year was 19 in
1938, the GCMD site states, but
all were minor and caused no
damage. No single year during
the 101-year period was free of
tsunamis.

Of the total tsunamis, the

Kyopo/aP

The USS Kitty Hawk, shown in 2001 anchored at Yokosuka Naval Base,
Japan, is not at great risk of tsunami damage because land separates
the base from the open sea. The same is the case at Sasebo Naval Base,

Japan, and U.S. Naval Base Guam.
GCMD tally shows 17 percent
generated in or near Japan. The
distribution of tsunamis in other
areas is as follows: South Ameri-
ca, 15 percent: New Guinea-So-
lomon Islands, 13 percent; Indo-
nesia, 11 percent: Kuril Islands
and Kamchatka, 10 percent; Mexi-
co and Central America, 10 per-
cent; Philippines, 9 percent; New
Zealand and Tonga, 7 percent;
Alaska and the west coasts of Can-
ada and the United States, 7 per-
cent; and Hawaii, 3 percent.

Prior to Sunday’s disaster, the
most deadly tsunami in recorded
history followed the eruption of
the Krakatoa volcano in 1883 in
Indonesia. An estimated 36,000
people died from the eruption,
the majority from tsunamis, ac-
cording to the site.

Pacific Tsunami Warning Cen-
ter bulletins, as well other tsuna-
mi information, are available at
the center’s Web site: http://
www.prh.noaa.gov/ptwe/.

E-mail Greg Tyler at;
tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Survivors struggle to carry on amid devastation

The Associated Press

EDITOR’S NOTE — The following are snapshots of how
people coped Tuesday with the aftermath of a powerful
earthquake and tsunami.

BANGKOK, Thailand — The Alliance Francaise is usu-
ally the place in Bangkok where people who enjoy French
food and culture gather to watch movies or take classes.

In the last few days, it's become a kind of community
center for French people to exchange news and donate
food and clothes to help families caught up in the devasta-
tion of the tsunamis that hit Thailand’s southern beach re-

sorts.

On Tuesday, 8-year-old Juliet David was being helped
by a volunteer to try on little dresses. Other children
showed up wearing nothing more than underwear. All
their clothes had been lost.

One of Juliet’s arms was bandaged, cradling in a sling.
Her angelic face stared forlornly as she sorted through
shoes on the table.

She grabbed a teddy bear in a pile of dolls and held it
close to her chest while aimlessly wandering around a
large room stocked with food, clothes and toys.

Juliet was on the beach with her father and sister when
the tsunami hit. She was found after sleeping alone for two
days in the woods.

Her father died, but Juliet’s sister survived and some-
how they were reunited. They were brought to Bangkok
and taken into the care of the French Embassy and Alli-
ance Francaise until they can be reunited with their moth-
er back home.

Medics and coroners work side by side

NAGAPPATTINAM, India — When an ambulance siren
approaches, two groups of doctors at the hospital get
ready: one to treat the injured, the other to receive bodies.
Usually, the second group gets the work.

A Sri Lankan fisherman stands next to fishing ves:

were pulled ashore by Sunday's powerful tsuna:
coastal town of Berwalla in southern Sri Lanka, on Tuesday.

Across a wide swathe of India’s southern coast, hospi-
tals have been reduced to counters for registering the
dead.

“There were so many dead and very few injured,” the
Rev. P. Xavier, rector of the Basilica of the Virgin Mary,
said Tuesday. He estimated 1,400 people may have died in
the nearby pilgrimage town of Velankanni.

Makeshift morgues hold dead

LHOKSEUMAWE, Indonesia — “Heave ho! Let’s get
this out of the way!” a team of men shouted as they lifted
the frame of a destroyed house Tuesday. Women wailed
when they saw what lay underneath — the body of a young,
girl half-buried by wet, black sand.

At a makeshift morgue a short drive away, villagers
holding towels against their faces made their way past
rows of corpses, lifting plastic sheets to look for a familiar
face. One of the bodies was tagged, with a name scrawled
on one side of cigarette pack.

“My mother, no word. My sisters, brothers, aunt, uncle,
grandmother, no word,” yelled one woman. “Where are
they? Where are they? T don’t know where to start look-
ing.”

About 3,000 people are living in tents in Lhokseumawe,
abattered town in Aceh province on the island of Sumatra.

Clothes in short supply

MUTTUKADU, India — When a man who gave his
name as Prabhu and his friends showed up in a
three-wheel delivery motorcycle piled with used clothes
Tuesday, they were mobbed by people left homeless by
the tsunamis.

As the situation verged on chaos, local officials stepped
in and shepherded Prabhu across the street, where his 10
bags of clothing were put with food that was being ra-
tioned.

This small fishing village 20 miles south of Madras was
pummeled Sunday.

More than 300 people are sheltering under three huge
banyan trees. Most lost everything when waves swept
over their thatch homes.

Women who salvaged their saris stretched them out to
dry, giving the brown grassy expanses streaks of color.

“Mostly these people lost clothes. ... We wanted to help,”
said Prabhu, a 26-year-old laborer who is going around
with his friends to gather clothes from their neighbors.

Despite the mob scene, he said they would continue to
gather clothes in the morning and hand them out in the af-
ternoon.

“Human nature is to help people,” he said.
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802 killed in train swept away by tsunami

BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
The Associated Press

TELWATTA, Sri Lanka
More than 800 people were killed
when their train, the “Queen of
the Sea,” was swept off the track
by this week’s raging tsunami, po-
lice said, and several hundred
bodies pulled from the twisted
wreckage were buried Tuesday
alongside the railway line.

The train was carrying 1,000
residents of Colombo to a south-
ern beach resort when it came to
a stop just before its destination
as waters began to rise Sunday.
Residents of nearby towns ran
onto the train, trying to seek pro-
tection on its roof when the wall
of water hit, police said.

The eight rust-colored train
cars lay disconnected and over-
turned in deep pools of water
yards away from the track amid
debris and fallen palm trees Tues-
day. The force of the waves had
torn off some of the wheels, and
the tracks twisted like a loop on a
roller coaster.

One thousand tickets were sold

in Colombo for the train, and res-
cuers recovered 802 bodies from
the train’s cars and the muck be-
neath them, said military spokes-
man Brig. Daya Ratnayake.

No relatives claimed 204 of
those bodies, so they were buried
in a mass grave Tuesday, with
Buddhist monks performing tradi-
tional funeral rites. They chanted
and poured water on the grave to
symbolize the giving of merits of
the living to the dead.

Venerable Baddegama
Samitha, a Buddhist mank and
former parliamentarian who pre-
sided over the ritual, said he real-
ized some of the dead were of
other faiths — the region has a sig-
nificant Muslim population —
and a moment’s silence was held
to honor them.

“This was the only thing we
could do,” he said. “It was a des-
perate solution. The bodies were
rotting. We gave them a decent
burial.”

The destruction across Sri
Lanka’s coasts from Sunday’s di-
saster was so heavy that authori-
ties were not immediately aware

of the train’s loss, said Sasanka Ja-
yasekara, a lawyer and member
of the local government.

The train — named “Sam-
udradevi,” meaning Queen of the
Sea — had left Colombo at 7:30
am. and was traveling 70 miles
southeast to Galle along the coast-
al rail line, which runs about 200
yards from the shore. It was near
the village of Telwatta, about 15
miles from Galle, when the water
began to rise.

“The people in the village ran
toward the train and climbed on
top of it,” said Police Superinten-
dent B.P.B. Ayupala. “Then the
water level went down” — the ef-
fect of the approaching tsunami
sucking in the coastal waters be-
fore its strikes — “and 10 minutes
later, it came back” in the giant
wave, he said.

The train’s driver survived,
though police under his authority
had not spoken to him.

Ayupala said authorities took
fingerprints of the unclaimed
dead so that they could be identi-
fied later if possible.

At a nearby police station, offic-

Buddhist monks and villagers sear
tracks at Telwatte, about 63 miles

ers laid out identification and
credit cards, drivers’ licenses and
bank books found at the train site.
The people in the cards included
an electricity board secretary, an
assistant lecturer at a state re-
search institute of social develop-
ment and a student from the Uni-

ch for the missing along railroad
south of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

versity of Jaffna, in the north of
the island nations.

“Police told us to come and
have a look at this collection of ID
cards,” said Premasiri Jayasing-
he, one of many searching for rel-
atives believed to have been on
the train.

Disaster taking heaviest toll on Asia’s youngest generation
Thousands of children lost on beaches; many survivors now orphans

BY S. SRINIVASAN
The Associated Press

CUDDALORE, India — The buzz of
grim conversation in the darkened morgue
was broken by a man’s shriek as the small
body was lowered on a bed. “My son, my
king!” wailed Venkatesh, hugging the limp
shrouded bundle.

Thousands of miles away in Indonesia,
farmer Yusya Yusman aimlessly searched
the beaches for his two children losl in Sun-
day’s tsunami. “My life is over,” he said
emotionlessly.

In country after country, children have
emerged as the biggest victims of Sunday’s
quake-born tsunamis — thousands and
thousands drowned, battered and washed
away by huge walls of water that have
wiped away huge numbers from an entire
generation of Asians.

“The power of this earthquake, and its
huge geographical reach, are just stagger-
ing,” said UNICEF Executive Director

Carol Bellamy. Hundreds of thousands of
children who managed to survive in the af-
fected coastal communities now “may be
in serious jeopardy,” she added.

The U.N. organization estimates at least
one-third of the tens of thousands who died
were children, and the proportion could be
up to half, said UNICEF spokesman Alfred
Ironside in New York. He said communi-
ties are suffering a double loss: dead chil-
dren and orphaned boys and girls. “Our
major concern is that the kids who sur-
vived the tsunami now survive the after-
math. Because children are the most vul-
nerable to disease and lack of proper nutri-
tion and water.”

Children make up at least half of the pop-
ulation in Asia. Many of them work along-
side poverty-stricken parents in the fishing
or related industries in coastal areas, so

they were in harm’s way when the tsuna-
‘mis came. Many children from the more af-
fluent families also would have been on the
beaches for a stroll or for Sunday picnics.

In Sri Lanka, which suffered the biggest
loss of life, crowds had come to the beach-
es to watch the sea after word spread that
it was producing larger-than-normal
waves.

Thousands of children joined their el-
ders to see the spectacle. The waves
brought in fish. The old and the young col-
lected them. Many waited for more fun.

Then the 15- to 20-foot waves hit the trop-
ical island of 19 million people.

“They got caught and could not run to
safety. This is the reason why we have so
‘many child victims,” said Rienzie Perera, a
police spokesman who said reports from af-
fected police stations indicated children
made up about half the victims in Sri
Lanka.

On Monday, parents wept over the bod-
ies of their children in streets and hospitals
across the island, even as some dead chil-
dren still dangled unclaimed from barbed
wire fences.

The scenes of unimagined grief and
mourning were repeated across Asia.

“Where are my children?” wept
41-year-old Absah, as she searched for her
11 missing children in Banda Aceh, the In-
donesian city closest to Sunday’s epicen-
ter.

On the day disaster struck, Malaysian
Rosita Wan, 30, recalled watching in hor-
ror as her 5-year-old son was gulped by the
sea while he swam near the shore at Pen-
ang.

“T could only watch helplessly while T
heard my son screaming for help. Then he
was underwater and I never saw him
again,” said the sobbing mother.
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Martin leaving DODDS after three decades

BY DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

TORII STATION, Okinawa —
For 35 years, Jeff Martin has
been a fixture in the Department
of Defense Dependents Schools
system, from Germany to Spain
to OKinawa, from  teaching
health, business and physical ed-
ucation to holding high-level ad-

ministrative posts.

That ends Thursday when Mar-
tin leaves his post as chief of
staff, the No. 2 position within
DODDS-Pacific, to retire.

Leaving what he calls “proba-
bly the best job I'm ever going to
have” is going to be “extremely
difficult,” said Martin, 63, who
first joined DODDS in 1969,
teaching in Mannheim, Germa-

ny.
Martin and his wife, Faith, will
join their son, Brett, in Phoenix.
Of all Martin did as chief of
staff, he says, his main passion
was  coordinating  activities
DODDS-Pacific offers its stu-
dents outside the classroom.
That focus, he said, may have
sprung from not being “a great
scholar ... I was always involved
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with activities and I can see that
alot of my successes were in ac-
tivities, whether it was drama or
sports.

That passion, said his boss of
seven years, DODDS-Pacific di-
rector Dr. Nancy Bresell, be-
came Martin’s signature and
most visible quality.

“He has really devoted a lot of
time and energy” to activities
“and has helped to make them
the important events that they
are in the lives of our kids,”
Bresell said. “It’s going to be
hard to find somebody to step
into those shoes and continue in
the same vein. Kids are impor-
tant to Jeff.”

Originally from Milton, Mass.,
Martin graduated from Salem
State University, near Boston, in
1969, and had been teaching in
Connecticut when he and his
new bride, Faith, decided to go to
Europe to ski and seek a teach-
ing job overseas.

“Either they would not pay
you more than 12 cents an hour
and you could ski all you wanted,
or they’d pay you a lot of money
and you couldn’t ski,” Martin
said.

Then, “I found out about the
DODDS office in Germany, and
after the interview I was picked
up as a local hire,” he recalled.

“One year turned into 35-plus
wonderful years,” he said, add-
ing that family and opportunities
to see the world kept him in
DODDS. “We couldn’t find a bet-
ter place to educate our children.
And to be able to see the world as
a family, the traveling, the ski-
ing, the Olympics.”

The first three years were
spent teaching and serving as a
drug counselor at Mannheim.

Torrejon Middle School in
Spain followed, then his first ad-
ministrative stint, as health and
physical education counselor
and interscholastic sports czar
for the DODDS”

guess 1 can just relate to them

The “call came in 1987 from Dr.
Jerry Bloom, his former boss in
Spain and then DODDS-Pacific
director. Bloom wanted Martin
to take his first administrative
post in the Far East: assistant
principal of Kadena High School
on Okinawz

“It was exlremely difficult to
leave,” Mar-
tin  recalled.
“We had 122
wonderful
years in
Spain. It was
hard on my
children. It's

Martin

it turned out
to be the best thing in the world.”
After two years at Kadena
High, Martin moved up to the
DODDS-Pacific regional office
in 1989, where he has remained
in various capacities, including
his current chief-of-staff post.
Working with the Pacific
schools, particularly Kadena —
from where his two sons, Brett
and Matthew, graduated — and
Kubasaki high schools on Okina-
wa, was the main benefit, he

id.

“The Pacific high schools are
tops in DODDS,” Martin said.

“You can’t find two better high
schools than Kadena and Kubasa-
ki. Top-notch faculty, curricu-
lum and great activities. The en-
thusiasm of the faculty. It's the
size, a little bigger than some of
the other schools, so they can
offer more than some of the
smaller schools.”

There will be plenty to miss,
Martin said. “From kindergarten
through the 12th grade, we have
the best parents, teachers, stu-

district.
“I really work well with kids
having pmblems, be it socially,

dent and com-
mumty suppon " he sald “It real-
ly is a whole total networking
commitment. ... I'll miss it.”

e

tin said. “I'm not sure why. I

E-mail Dave Ornauer at:
ornauerd@pstripes.osd.mil
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Okinawa activists
file lawsuit to halt
seabed drilling test

CHIYOMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

NAHA, Okinawa — Okinawa
residents, environmentalists and
anti-military advocates sued the
Japanese government Monday,
demanding it halt a seabed drill-
ing test for a new U.S. Marine
Corps air station off the shore of
Henoko in Nago.

Among those suing are 68 Oki-
nawa residents from Henoko and
elsewhere, including a fisherman
from neighboring Kunigami.

In the lawsuit, they argue a
new military airport would fur-
ther burden Okinawans who al-
ready bear the burdens of a
heavy U.S. military presence.
The facility also would endanger
various corals and the dugong, a
type of manatee that feeds there,
the lawsuit contends.

“Corals have been already dam-
aged by the platforms set up for
the drilling survey,” said Toshio
Tkemiyagi, chief lawyer for those
who filed the lawsuit. “If this con-
tinues, impacts on dugongs are
unavoidable.”

The lawsuit, filed at Naha Dis-
trict Court, seeks to suspend con-
struction of the air station, which
is to be built on reclaimed land
next to Camp Schwab.

“The lawsuit was brought by
plaintiffs who are resolved not to
let any new military base be built
on Okinawa,” Ikemiyagi said.

He said the World Conserva-
tion Union has advised the Japa-
nese government twice to cancel
the project.

“Ecologists, environmental spe-
cialists as well as the Japan Feder-
ation of Bar Associations have ex-
pressed opposition,” he said.
“The government should heed ..
such voices.”

Meanwhile, the Naha Bureau
of the Defense Facilities Adminis-
tration Agency, the Japanese gov-

ernment agency in charge of the
construction project, Monday in-
formed the Okinawa prefectural
government that a major plat-
form at the site, set up in Novem-
ber, already has damaged corals
at more than 30 locations. In a
statement, DFAA said 27 corals
were damaged, four completely
disappeared and four were
chipped away by the platform
footing when it was set up, then
temporarily removed in Decem-
ber due to a typhoon.

The U.S. and Japanese govern-
ments agreed in 1996 to close Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Futenma,
located in the heart of heavily pop-
ulated Ginowan City, after mov-

Unit finds weapons cache

31st MEU troops seize arms while on patrol in Iraq

BY FRED ZIMMERMAN
Stars and Stripes

While it wasn’t wrapped with a bow and placed
under a tree, elements of the Okinawa-based 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit got something for Christ-
mas that ensured the holidays are a little safer for

U.S. and friendly forces in Iraq.

The Marines seized a weapons cache and de-
tained two individuals during a security patrol south
of Ar Rutbah Saturday night, according to a 31st

MEU news release.

The patrol observed “14 military-aged males load-
ing materials onto a trailer outside of a house,” the
release stated. When the Marines investigated, they
uncovered from 50 to 75 155 mm high explosive pro-
jectiles and empty ammunition crates.

After the find was made, the house’s owner and
the truck’s driver were detained. N

Further inspection, the release stated, disclosed

an ammunition crate filled with military publica-
tions, including a military-type photo album. The

tics.

were

publications contained a picture of Saddam Hussein
and photos that appeared to be of U.S. military tac-

The 31st MEU conducts the security patrols in an
effort to disrupt insurgent activities in the Al Anbar
province. Seizing weapons caches decreases the in-
surgents’ stockpile of munitions needed to produce
improvised explosive devices, the release stated.

The approximately 2,300-strong 31st MEU ar-
rived in Kuwait in September for training before
heading into Irag. The unit was to leave Iraq in Janu-
ary but its tour recently was extended so it could
help provide security for the upcoming elections.
The unit now possibly will leave the country at the
end of February.

reported during the operation.

E-mail Fred Zi

at: zi i d.mil

ing its operations
Okinawa. Japan and the United
States agreed to relocate the air-
port to reclaimed land and a reef
about 2 miles off the coast by
Henoko, and to allow the airport
to be used by civilian aircraft.

The plan drew sharp criticism
from local residents and anti-mili-
tary activists.

Takuma Higashionna of the
Dugong Network said he hoped
the litigation would lead to the na-
tional = government disclosing
more detailed information on the
project.

“For instance, they would
never release the reason why
drilling surveys at as many as 63
locations are necessary,” he said.
“Merely setting up platforms
caused such damage to corals.

“Once corals are damaged, it
would ruin feeding grounds of
dugongs and eventually kill all
the dugongs,” Higashionna said.
“We want the government to im-
mediately halt the survey and con-
struction.”

In a statement Monday, the
DFAA declined comment, saying
it has yet to receive a copy of the
lawsuit.

E-mail Chiyomi Sumida a
Sumidacdpstripes osami
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Bullet train service resumes

TOKYO — Bullet train services between Tokyo and Niigata re-
sumed fully Tuesday, the first complete return to service since a
major earthquake hit Niigata prefecture in October, East Japan

The service was suspended between Echigo-Yuzawa and Nagao-
ka stations following the Oct. 23 earthquake.

The number of trains running is back to normal and includes addi-
tional trains to accommodate a surge in riders expected for the New
Year’s holiday season, a spokesman sai

However, riders should expect arrival times
15 minutes later than usual because trains will reduce speed at re-
paired areas, the spokesman said.

ing Yokota flight times

TOKYO — Tokyo’s High Court on Monday rejected an appeal by
residents living near Yokota Air Base that the U.S. government sus-
pend early-morning and late-evening flights at Yokota, said a spokes-

Ten residents filed a lawsuit in Tokyo District Court in Hachioji in
1997 and 1998 to force the U.S. government to suspend flights from 9
p.m. to 7 am., instead of the current 10 p.m.-6 a.m.
The court re]ecled the request based on an earlier Supreme Court
ruling that the court has no jurisdiction over another country’s gov-
ernment, an attorney and spokesman Minoru Dobashi said.
The group appealed the decision to Tokyo High Court, which reject-

The 10 residents are members of the second and third group of resi-
dents who sought a court decision to restrict Yokota flights. The Su-
preme Court rejected the first group’s request in April 2002.
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Report: Japanese foreign minister
outlines steps to U.S. realignment

By CHIYOMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

Japanese Foreign Minister Nob-
utaka Machimura on Monday
said the U.S. and Japanese gov-
ernments  would take a
three-stage approach toward re-
aligning U.S. Forces Japan — and
it would take time.

Machimura met in his office
Monday with Kanagawa Gov.
Shigefumi
Matsuzawa,
according to
a Kanagawa
Military Af-
fairs  Office
spokeswom-
an who re-
ported on
the meeting.

According
to the spokes-
woman:

Machimu-
ra said in the
first phase of the bilateral talks,
Japan and the United States
would discuss the basic concept
for the realignment.

In the next phase, roles of the
military in Japan should be dis-
cussed, with consideration given
to situations in East Asia and ter-
rorism activities.

In the final phase, detailed
plans for which bases should be
realigned or which units should
be moved would be discussed.

Machimura

provided neither a
specific timeframe for the talks
nor when action might be taken
but said the three-phase ap-
proach would require time, the
spokeswoman reported.

The United States reportedly
has proposed that Japan move
Army First Corps headquarters
from Washington state to Camp
Zama in Kanagawa prefecture.

From staff reports

about
media reports on realignment
plans, wrote Machimura in Octo-
ber asking the government to re-
lease information on the ongoing
talks, the spokeswoman said.
“For Kanagawa, where 16 U.S.
military facilities are located in
the midst of urban cities, realign-
ment of [the] U.S. military in
Japan is a great concern of ¢

zens,” Matsuzawa wrote the for-
eign minister.

The report of the headquarters
transfer  sparked _discussions
among Japanese politicians and
scholars because the command
operation is said to cover areas in-
cluding the Middle East. Scholars
argue that the so-called Far East
clause of the U.S.-Japan Security
Treaty limits the United States to
use land and its military facilities
in Japan only for missions that
maintain peace and stability in
Far East.

“The governor asked the for-
eign minister to release informa-
tion on the talks and if an opportu-
nity will be given to local commu-
nities to express their opinions,”
said the Kanagawa spokeswom-

an.
In a letter released by Kanaga-

Living Offbase?

wa prefecture, Machimura re-

plied that plans had not yet pro-

gressed to where the government
S|

alignment with communities.

“However ... as the talks go on,
the gnvernmenl will fulfill its re-
sponsibility” to provide communi-
ties “with necessary information
while working closely with
them,” the letter stated.

Two host communities of Camp
Zama — Zama City and Sagamiha-
ra City — have expressed their op-
position to an Army First Corps
move, the spokeswoman said.

“As [the] Kanagawa prefectur-
al government, we will oppose the
move, which contributes to the
growth of the base functions, and
consequently makes it diffictlt to
clu_ze the base in the future,” she
sai

Em: iyomi Sumida at:
s ]
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Analysts: Bin Laden,
al-Zarqawi both get
something in alliance

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An audio-
tape by Osama bin Laden sug-
gests the al-Qaida chief has ac-
cepted Abu-Musab al-Zarqawi’s
offer to unite the world’s most fa-
‘mous terror group and the bloodi-
estinsurgency inside Iraq, nation-
al security experts say.

A U.S. official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Tuesday
the CIA technical analysis of the
2-minute, S-second audio tape
concludes with “moderate confi-
dence” that the voice is bin Lad-
en’s. The official said the quality
of the tape is poor, making it diffi-
cult to come to a more certain con-
clusion, but the official added that
the U.S. government is operating
on the assumption that the tape
came from bin Laden.

Bin Laden could benefit from
allying himself with an anti-Amer-
ican fighter who gets daily publici-
ty. Al-Zarqawi may get more fi-
nancial assistance and support
from bin Laden’s backers, the ex-
perts said.

But for bin Laden, the alliance
comes at a price: He is now tied to
a man directing bomb attacks
against Iraq’s majority Shiite
Muslims as well as Americans.

In an audiotape broadcast Mon-
day by Al-Jazeera satellite televi-
sion, bin Laden described al-Zar-
qawi as the “emir,” or prince, of
al-Qaida in Iraq and said Mus-
lims there should “listen to him.”

He also called for a boycott of
Iragi _elections planned for next
month.

“Bin Laden gets the benefits of
Zargawi’s notoriety,” said Vince
Cannistraro, former CIA countert-
errorism chief. “He [al-Zarqawi]
has got the pre-eminent insurgen-
cy in Iraq. He’s the one who is the
bloodiest, who carried out the
most dramatlc and public suicide
bombings.”

The difference between this
and other bin Laden alliances,
Cannistraro  said, is that bin
Laden — a Sunni Muslim — “has
not been a vocal enemy against
the Shiites. By adopting Zargawi,
he’s taking that whole package,
someone who is virulently
anti-Shiite.”

Dr. Bruce Hoffman, a terror-
ism expert at the Rand Corp said
al-Zargawi also gets an advanlage
by association with his former

" arqawi tried to milk his
broader association with bin
Laden and al-Qaida to win new
sources of support and recruits
and finances,” Hoffman said.

offman, whose company is
known for its problem-solving re-
search, agreed that both men ben-
i from the alliance.

“I think bin Laden wants to le-
verage off of Zargawi’s cachet
and popularity amongst radial ji-
hadiSta. he said. “Zargawi roa
es that his association with
al-Qaida and bin Laden ... can
pay vast dividends.”

AP

People inspect a destroyed police station 12 miles south of Tikrit, Iraq, on Tuesday. Twelve policemen died
‘when gunmen attacked the station, one of several deadly assaults targeting Iragis police officers Tuesday.

Militant attacks target Iraqis

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD —  Insurgents
launched multiple attacks on
Iraqi police across the dangerous
Sunni Triangle on Tuesday, kill-
ing 24 people — including 19 po-
licemen — a day after the major
Sunni  Muslim political party
pulled out of the Jan. 30 elections
citing the deteriorating security
situation.

Also Tuesday, a militant group
claimed to have executed elghl
ITraqi employees of the

US. military

Monday.

The British military has reported 75 deaths;
Ttaly, 19; Poland, 16; Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bul-
garia, seven; Slovakla. t.hree, Estoma, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Hungary and Latvia one death each.
Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,187 U.S. military members have died, ac- Mont.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,325 members of the
have died since the beginning of the
Iraq war in March 2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,038 died as a result of
hostile action, the Defense Department said. The
figures include three military civilians.

The AP count is four higher than the Defense
Department’s tally, last updated at 10 a.m. EST

in Samarra,

fense Departme

Killed Thursday in Irag’s Anbar province; as-
signed to 3rd Battalion, Sth Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force,
Manne Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Cali

e Lance Cpl. Eric Hillenburg, 21, Mari-

B Marine Lance Cpl. James R. Phillips, 21, Flor-
la.
W Marine Cpl. Raleigh C. Smith, 21, Lincoln,

on, Ind

=

cording to AP’s count. That includes at least 925
deat.hs resulung from hostile action, according to
’s num|

The latest deaths reponed by the military:
W A soldier was killed Sunday by an explosive

ra
L soldier was killed Monday by an explosive
" The latest identifcations reported by the De-

ST NFES Visit www.stripes.com and

ONLINE

click on Home Delivery
to get started

r Hometown Newspaper

STARSWASTRIPES

Www.tripes.com

19 policemen among 24 killed in
multiple assaults by insurgents

Group, an American security
company, saying they had sup-
ported the U.S-led occupation.
The claim could not be indepen-
dently verified.

Twelve policemen died when
gunmen attacked a station 12
miles south of Tikrit, Saddam
Hussein’s hometown, said Arkan
Mohammed, a local government
official.

A car bomb killed five Iraqi Na-
tional Guardsmen and injured 26
near Bagouba, a town 35 miles
northeast of Baghdad, after the
paramilitary troops had cordoned
off an area in order to disarm a
roadside bomb, said Maj. Neal
O’Brien.

In Bagouba, gunmen assassinat-
ed Capt. Na'em Muhanad Abdul-
lah, a local police commander,
and wounded three other men, a
spokesman said.

Elsewhere Tuesday, car
bomb exploded in the village of
Muradiya, 18 miles northeast of
Baghdad, killing five civilians
and wounding dozens, said Dr.
Ahmed Fouad of the Bagouba
General Hospital.

In Mosul, a gunman attacked a
police station in the Hadbaa dis-
trict, killing one policeman, po-
lice Capt. Ahmed Khalil.

In another blow to plans to hold
the ballot as scheduled, the larg-
est Sunni political group wil
drew from the race Monday, only
hours after a suicide car bomber
killed 15 people in Baghdad in an
attempt to assassinate the head of
Traq’s strongest Shiite party.

The rebels campaign to disrupt
the elections for a new constitu-
tional assembly has steadily esca-
lated in recent weeks, and most
Sunni  parties and religious
groups have already decided to
boycott the ballot, calling for a
postponement of the vote until
the security situation stabilizes.

Iraq’s national security advis-
er, Qassem Dawoud, called on
Syria to turn in Saddam Hussein
loyalists who are helping insur-
gents in Iraq and to help secure
its border. He said that Sabaawi

al-Hassan, one of Saddam’s half
brothers, and a Saddam loyalist
named Younis al-Ahmed are sup-
porting the insurgency from

Syria.
“We hope the Syrian govern-
ment ... will cooperate with us on
drying the sources of terrorism in
its territories and limiting the
movements of Saddamists there,”
Dawoud told the Al-Rai Al-Aam
daily during a visit to Kuwait.

Insurgents have mainly target-
ed members of the 1menm gov-
ernment’s security forces —
whom they consider to be oollabo-
rators with the American occupa-
tion forces — killing hundreds in
the past two months.

The 10 employees of Sandi
Group were Kkidnapped west of
Baghdad on Dec. 13 by militants
claiming to represent the Mujahe-
deen Army, The Black Banner
Brigade, and the Mutassim Bel-
lah Brigade.

“Eight have been executed be-
cause it was proven that they
were supporting the occupymg
army. The other two
leased for lack of evidence,” a
statement said.

In the city of Samarra, a suicide
attacker detonated his car in the
city center wounding 10 people,
including three children, police

. Saadoun Ahmed Matroud.

Shortly after the explosion, peo-
ple were told through mosques
loud speakers to stay inside be-
cause of a curfew, and U.S. and
Iraq troops set up roadblocks, wit-
nesses said. Also in Samarra, U.S.
troops killed three gunmen when
they attacked an American post,
the military said. No U.S. service-
men were wounded.

Several mortar rounds targeted
an Iragi police station in Mufrig,
north of Baghdad, injuring three
policemen, said Lt. Saleh Hus-
sein. The three were hospitalized.

In Babil province south of Bagh-
dad, police said they arrested 10
armed men in a raid in the area of
Jbila after intelligence indicated
the suspects were allegedly plot-
ting to attack a police station
there, Capt. Hady Hatif said.
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Americans going online to support troops

Web sites get specific when it comes to donations for servicemembers in Iraq

BY PATRICK DICKSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The staff at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center asked Monday
that no more phone cards or other goods be
collected and sent to Walter Reed through
February.

Such is the crush of support for troops
serving or wounded in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

The Internet has made much of this revo-
lution in giving possible, with Web sites
popping up regularly to help the public
show their support and to try to make life a
little better for some servicemember down-
range.

Helping troops communicate with dis-
tant loved ones is a popular and practical
way people are helping.

Last week, Democracy for America,
former presidential candidate Howard
Dean’s new political action committee, do-
nated 200,000 minutes of phone cards to pa-
tients at veterans’ hospitals in seven states.

Also last week, the Capital One finance
company announced it would donate its

video teleconferencing facilities in
McLean, Va., and Richmond, Va., from 9
am. to 1 p.m. EST on Dec. 30 to connect
local family members with their troops in
Camp Taji (aka Camp Cooke) and Camp
Fallujah.

The gesture is being made in conjunc-

Books for Soldiers, at www.booksfor
soldiers.com, which calls itself “Care Pack-
ages for the Mind,” was started during the
first Gulf War to alleviate servicemember-
s’ boredom during downtimes.

Troops send in addresses, which book do-
nors can see on a message board, to mail

tion with the Freedom Calls
www.freedomcalls.org, a New York-based
nonprofit organization that links military
personnel and their families worldwide.

Operation Troop Appreciation, one of
‘many philanthropic “operations,” has field-
ed requests and outfitted 1,000 troops with
T-shirts, socks and underwear, recently
throwing a party and raffle at Finnigan’s
Wake, a bar in Pittsburgh.

This nonprofit was started by Kristen
Holloway and fellow students at the Katz
Graduate School of Business at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh.

Holloway asked a friend whose brother
was in Iraqg what he needed. When told he
needed T-shirts for his platoon, Holloway
solicited the help of friends and family and
eventually tapped the talents of the busi-
ness school to set up a nonprofit.

books or other items. The site of-
fers mailing tips such as keeping the pack-
ages small to ensure swift delivery.

Two authors of parenting books want ser-
vicemembers and their families to have
their e-books, free of charge.

This site www.giftformilitaryfamilies.
com, offers a “care package from the

Erin Brown Conroy, mother of 12 and au-
thor of “20 Secrets to Success with Your
Child,” and Mort Fertel, who penned “Mar-
riage Fitness” which he calls a
step-by-step system for getting any mar-
riage in top shape, are offered free of
charge to family members of deployed ser-
vicemembers.

Another site, www.operationfirstrespon
se.org, focuses on wounded troops, not just
at Walter Reed and Bethesda Naval Hospi-

tal in Maryland, but with 11 combat sup-
port hospitals in Iraq and Landstuhl Re-
gional Medical Center in Germany as well.

They cut to the quick: With online dona-
tions, they buy a backpack and fill it with
items the troops and family members al-
ways say are needed: socks, underwear, a
toothbrush, razors, a 100-minute phone
card and such.

Though storage facilities at Walter Reed
are full, there is always a need for cash do-
nations to the organizations that provide
support to servicemembers at Walter Reed
and at other military hospitals.

Some cited were the Walter Reed Soci-
ety, at www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/wr
society/; the Fisher House, at http://fisher
house.org; or the American Red Cross at
‘www.redcross.org.

Many other worthwhile organizations
are listed at the “Support Our Troops” link
in the Department of Defense Web site,
www.defendamerica.mil/support_troops.
html or at www.stripes.com, where you
can find a link to America Supports You, a
‘Web site where such organizations can get
their word out.

E-mail Pat Dickson at:
dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

Army chief
says Iraq
war ‘going

Iraqi infiltration into

U.S. bases no secret
Officials say problem is unavoidable

pretty well’

BY JosH WHITE
The Washington Post

KRIT, Iraq — Gen. Peter
Schoomaker, the Army’s chief of
staff, made a surprise visit to a
small group of soldiers here at
Forward Operating Base Danger,
and said in an interview that the
war in Iraq is “going pretty well.”

“Everybody I talk to has a bal-
anced view and understands a
challenge is ahead of us,” Schoo-
maker said. “Is an important
time. It's tough, it’s a battle of
wills, and we're going to stick
with it.”

In an unannounced visit, Schoo-
maker arrived at this northern
Iraq city late Sunday and shared
dinner with a group of about two
dozen Army sol-

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker, left, on Sunday awards the
Purple Heart medal to Sgt. Douglas McManama of Sandston, Va., at
Forward Operating Base Marez in Mosul, Irag. McManama was injured

during the recent s
Schoomaker’s visit was the
third on the part of top Pentagon
officials in recent

diers who have re- . days. Soldiers in
cently decided 1o k1 don’t know of 1 met
re-enlist.  Schoo- . _ with Defense Sec-
maker arrived at (0 LI WHeN AN oy Donald
the base’s mess . Rumsfeld during
hallafter 7pm o 7MY could do - EmSEE ST
aband softly play- ils jOb as well Christmas ~ Eve
ing Christmas . tour of Iraq on Fri-
songs and soldiers as this one day, and Gen. Ri-
eagerly awaiting a chard Myers,

seat next to him.

“I don’t know of
a time when an
army could do its
job as well as this
one is doing,”
Schoomaker said after a quick
meal with a gaggle of soldiers, of-
ficers and Maj. Gen. John R.S. Ba-
tiste, who commands the 1st In-
fantry Division. “I'm very proud
of you.”

is doing. ¥

chairman of the
Joint  Chiefs of

Gen. Peter Sua, ushered a

Schoomaker  USO troupe

Army chief of staff  through Iraq earli-
this month.

Schoomaker, wearing the Ar-
my’s newly designed all-purpose
camouflage uniform, presented
each of the soldiers he met with a
commemorative command coin
in the shape of a dog tag.

ide bomber attack in the dining faci

He said the dog tag symbolizes
“what armies are for; armies are
there to fight.”

“Youw've made an important
commitment,” Schoomaker told
the soldiers as they stood around
a dining table in a corner of the
mess hall. “The thing that gives
me the most optimism for our
country is you. I know some of
you are going to be members of
Congress, leaders of industry,
leaders of the Army. You're just
extraordinary.”

Schoomaker spent his holiday
weekend visiting troops in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, personally
re-enlisting soldiers in both coun-
tries and awarding some soldiers
their purple heart awards for com-
bat injuries.

Earlier in the day, he visited sol-
diers with the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion in the Baghdad area.

BY NICK WADHAMS
The Associated Press

CAMP FALLUJAH, Iraq —
American commanders are fully
aware that Iraq’s insurgents ex-
ploit their policy of employing lo-
cals on U.S. military bases but in-
sist the practice will not stop,
though some security measures
‘may be tightened.

‘The vulnerability of the Ameri-
can stance was exposed on Dec.
21, when an Iragi suicide bomber
dressed in a military uniform det-
onated his explosives at a mess
hall at Forward Operating Base
Marez in Mosul, killing 22 people
including 13 U.S. servicemem-
bers.

Since then, security has been
tightened at chow halls in some
camps, with military guards de-
manding proof of identification
‘more often and not allowing back-
packs. Officials say they are con-
stantly reviewing procedures to
make sure such an attack doesn’t
happen again, but insurgents infil-
trating camps is unavoidable.

“They're trying to infiltrate the
base as much as possible, taking
pictures, videos, drawing dia-
grams, grabbing people who are
coming off base to intimidate
them into giving them locations
where different facilities are lo-
cated on the base or torturing
them until they do tell them,” sald
Lt. Col. Dan Wilson, deputy for
current operauons for the 1st Ma-
rine Division. ¢ We know it is ac-
tive and ongoing.”

Officials describe force protec-
tion as a game of cat-and-mouse,
constantly refining tactics on
base to counter changes by Iraq’s
insurgents.

One aspect the insurgents also
appear to have exploited is the
American desire to give Iraqi secu-
rity forces a greater role, to treat
them more as equals and to try to
get them to do their jobs on their
own, without U.S. supervision.

While Iragis who work on
bases are vetted, Americans ac-
knowledge that they don’t do secu-
rity checks on Iraqi forces on
base, instead leaving that task to
their Iraqi counterparts.

“We don’t do a systematic vet-
ting process on Iraqi security forc-
es, their government that does
that,” Wilson said. “There’s a cer-
tain trust factor that goes along
with the Marines working with
them.”

Wilson said top-level military
staff had asked bases to re-evalu-
ate how they go about force pro-
tection, but things like allowing
Iragis on base would not change.
Wilson refused to say what sort of
ideas were being discussed, only
that the ideas were being passed
around with the goal of enhanc-
ing security.

Some changes have been more
visible. Guards at mess halls are
stricter about enforcing a policy
that badges be visibly displayed.

At the gym at Camp Fallujah,
only those with Department of De-
fense badges are now allowed.

“Of course everybody is afraid,
these people are criminals who
will do anything to hurt people,”
said one Iragi man working at
Camp Fallujah, an electrician
who identified himself as Moham-
mad.

“But we can’t find a good job ex-
cept of these types of places.”
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OfficersEClib)243:5002
2005 Inagural

January 2

Try our new menu selections and anticipate all of
the exciting Sunday Brunches, including tasty
Kids' Station, awaiting you throughout the
coming year,

Prime Rib Buffet

Saturdays

Mongolian Barbecue

Tuesdays

Pasta Buffet
Wednesdays

ClubjAlliancel243:5951

New Year's Eve Holiday Celebration
December 31 from 2100 to 0200

Ring in the New Year dancing to the music of our
live band, There'll be free hors d'oeuvres, party
favors and champagne for midnight toasting.

Latin Night with D] Martha
Thursdays
Sharky's from 2000 to 2400

Attitude Adjustment
Fridays
Upper Deck Sports Bar from 1700 to 1900

R&B Hip Hop Night
Fridays
Sharkys from 2100 to 0200

unday Brunc|

Weekly Pool Tournaments
Upper Deck Sports Bar

9-Ball Mondays at 1900

8-Ball Tuesdays at 1900

ClubTakemiyal246:8075

ew Year's Eve B

December 31 from 1000 to 0200
Party away the last minutes of 2004 at our
ultimate New Year's Eve bash! With our slammin'
DJ pumping up all of your favorite jams from
past and present, party favors, a glass of
champagne for a toast and a special finger food
buffet at 0030 for only $8.

Eddie Cotton Performance
January 1, 15 and 29 from 1700 to 2100

Enjoy this outstanding performer live on
keyboards

Prime Rib Night
Saturdays

Mongolian Barbeque
Sundays

Seaside Clnh)243=3379

Steak Specials
Thursdays

Mongolian Barbeque
Saturdays

Couple's Night Special
January 7 from 1700 to 2100

Take your special someone for dinner and both of
you receive a free dessert.

Ladies Night Out
January 7 from 1800 to 1900
in Barnacle Bill's Lounge

Enjoy the night with your girl friends. All ladies
receive a free non-alcoholic drink.

Bingo!
Join us at Club Alliance
Every Saturday

at 1200 for your chance to take home

grand prizes of $2,500, $5,000 or $10,000 and

a guaranteed $ 1,000 giveaway for the last game.
Can't wait till the weekend? Then join us at the

CPO Club every Tuesday & Thursday at 1800 #1138

/‘ Starbucks Coffee

‘t-a"‘w Now open
Monday - Friday 0630-2100

Saturday & Sunday 0730-2100

NegishilCluhi242-4151

Prime Rib Night
Saturdays

Sunday Brunch
Sundays

Mongolian Barbeque
Tuesdays

CPOGIih)243:5606

"National Thank-Your-Customers" Month
January | - 31

Enjoy free fountain soda during our Chinese
Night and Beef and Burgundy Night buffets.

"Tweak the Dinner Menu" Month
January | - 31

Look for several new entree size salads and other
CPO traditions on our menu this month.

National Spaghetti Day

January 4

Let your children, up to seven years of age, eat
spaghetti for free.
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leader Viktor

celebrate Monday in Kiev's Independence

Square. Final preliminary results showed Yushchenko’s win in the presidential election was decisive.

Yushchenko reportedly won
by more than 2 million votes

BY ANNA MELNICHUK
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukrame — Fmal preliminary results
showed Viktor Y
had won Ukraine’s drawn-out and divisive presiden-
tial election, while pressure built Tuesday on his op-
ponent, Kremlin favorite Viktor Yanukovych, to con-
cede and abandon his vow to challenge the rerun
election.

‘Yushchenko won 51.99 percent to Y:

Yanukovych'’s vow to challenge the results echoes
Yushchenko’s successful move following the
fraud-tainted Nov. 21 runoff, which the court an-
nulled, leading to Sunday’s revote. But that ruling
came amid widespread complaints from foreign
monitors that the Nov. 21 vote was unfair; this time,
monitors have said they didn’t see mass violations.
Yanukovych’s team has yet to file an appeal, and
the Central Election Commission’s Davydovych
Sald that many of the complaints they had received,

4419 percent in Sunday's court-ordered rerun of
the vote, 'y vote tally

from i voters, were “printed
on the same computer, with the same text, the same

— a difference of about 2.3 million votes.

“In principle, we have the result,” said Yaroslav
Davydovych, the head of the Central Election Com-
mission. “I don’t know who can doubt it.”

Yanukovych, who returned to work Tuesday as
prime minister, has refused to concede defeat and
said he will challenge the results in Ukraine’s Su-
preme Court. He said his campaign team had nearly
5,000 complaints about how the voting was conduct-
ed and claimed that 4.8 million people — more than
double the margin of Yushchenko’s victory — had
been unable to cast ballots, among them disabled
and elderly voters.

Ukraine’s parliament approved restrictions on vot-
ing at home in a bid to prevent fraud, but the Consti-
tutional Court threw out the restrictions on the eve
of the vote. Many people, however, were unaware of
the ruling, Yanukovych’s campaign said.

“This is on the conscience of those who do that,”
Davydovych said.

President Leonid Kuchma, in the runup to Sun-
day’s vote, urged both candidates to accept the offi-
cial result and not appeal. And the Council of Eu-
rope, the continent’s top human rights watchdog,
also called on Yanukovych on Tuesday to accept de-
feat.

“I call on all parties to accept the verdict of the bal-
lot box and to refrain from rhetoric which may fuel
division in Ukraine,” said Terry Davis, the council’s
secretary general.

Ukraine’s east-west divide has deepened during
the bitter and protracted election campaign. The
Russian-speaking, heavily industrialized east
backed Yanukovych, while cosmopolitan Kiev and
the nationalistic west supported Yushchenko.

Honduras examining if bus massacre

The Associated Press

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras
— Government officials said
Tuesday they are investigating
Honduran news media reports
that a military employee sold
gang members the automatic
weapons used in last week’s at-
tack on a public bus that left 28
people dead.

According to reports in the
daily El Heraldo, La Tribuna
and Tiempo, four members of
the violent Mara Salvatrucha
gang bought an unidentified
number of Kalashnikov rifles
used in the killings from an
army captain last Wednesday, a
day before they carried out the
massacre. The reports did not

identify the captain, but said he
lives in the capital, Tegucigalpa.
He reportedly sold the weapons
for $1,700.

“This surprises us, but we are
investigating it,” Defense Minis-
ter Federico Breve told The As-
sociated Press. “We want to get
to the bottom of this.”

Breve did not rule out the pos-
sibility that the seller disguised
him or herself as military person-
nel “to hurt the armed forces.”

The government of President
Ricardo Maduro has blamed the
massacre on the Mara Sal-
vatrucha, saying they were seek-
ing revenge for the govern-
ment's crackdown on gangs, as
well as trying to outdo the rival
gang Mara 18, which recently

weapons came from military employee

killed two security guards while
freeing a fellow gang member
from a hospital.

Nine gang members have
been arrested and charged in
connection with the killings, al-
though police say they believe
only four of the gang members
actually did the shooti

ara Salvatrucha is con-
sidered to be better organized
than the Mara 18, but both are
known for their violent methods.
Both gangs, which claim about
100,000 members all together,
have controlled the poor neigh-
borhoods of Honduras’ largest
cities since 1995.

‘Thousands of soldiers were pa-
trolling streets throughout Hon-
duras to prevent additional gang
violence.

Saddam’s hillions

possibly

smuggled

Investigator: Majority of illegal
money not from oil-for-food deal

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — Paul
Volcker, who is heading an inves-
tigation of alleged corruption in
the UN. oil-for-food program,
said in an interview that most of
the money illegally obtained by
Saddam Hussein was from smug-
gling, which was known by the
U.N. Security Council but not
stopped.

In the interview set for broad-
cast Tuesday with Alhurra, the
US.  govern-
ment-backed && Withou
television station

should provide them, and who
could buy Iraqi oil — but the Secu-
rity Council committee oversee-
ing sanctions monitored the con-
tracts.

In a report in October, top U.S.
weapons investigator Charles Du-
elfer said Saddam was able to
“subvert” the oil-for-food pro-
gram to generate an estimated
$1.7 billion in revenue outside
U.N. control from 1997-2003. In
addition, Iraq brought in more
than $8 billion in illicit oil deals

with Jordan,
. Syria, Turkey and
t question, Egypt through

smuggling or ille-

tailored for Arab [there were] gal pumping from
audiences, Volck- X 19912003 when
er questioned problems in the sanctions were in
the reliability of X place, he said.
reports that Sad- oil-for-food US. congres-
dam  diverted sional investiga-
amounts ranging area. But ... tors reported in
from $1.7 billion November  that
to $21 billion most of those Saddam  made
from the $60 bil- ) more than $21.3
lion  oil-for-food numbers are billion in illegal
program. . revenue — over
former so-called $13 billion from

The
U.S. Federal Re-

serve chairman e

said there was a

lot of confusion

between money

from smuggling and money ob-
tained illegally under the
oil-for-food program, and he re-
fused to give any estimates.

“The big figures that you see in
the press, which are sometimes la-
beled oil-for-food — the big fig-
ures are smuggling, which took
place before the oil-for-food pro-
gram started and it continued
while the oil-for-food program
was in place,” he said, according
to a transeript obtained Monday
by The Associated Press.

The Security Council autho-
rized the oil-for-food program to
help Iragis cope with U.N. sanc-
tions imposed after Saddam’s
1 invasion of Kuwait.
Launched in December 1996, it al-
lowed the former Iraqi regime to
sell oil provided the money went
primarily to buy humanitarian
goods and pay reparations to vic-
tims of the 1991 Gulf War.

Saddam’s government decided
on the goods it wanted, who

gling. 99

and
about $7 billion
Paul Volcker Dy subverting the
oil-for-food pro-

gram.

“Without ~ question, [there
were] problems in the oil-for-food
area,” Volcker said. “But when
you look at those $10 billion fig-
ures, or $20 billion figures, most
of those numbers are so-
smuggling, much of which was
known and taken note of by the Se-
curity Council, but not stopped.””

Volcker refused to speculate on
why the council didn’t stop the
smuggling, but indicated the
issue likely would be addressed
in his reports. An initial report is
expected in January and a final
report in the summer, he said.

Volcker stressed that the inves-
tigation isn’t just focusing on
whether UN. officials may be
guilty of corruption, he said, but
on other issues: Did U.N. officials
follow proper procedures? Was
there “bad administration rather
than corrupt administration?”
What were the directions from
the Security Council, and what
was its responsibility?

Aftershock in Japan

TOKYO — An aftershock to a
strong earthquake that rocked
northern Japan in October struck
the same region late Tuesday, but
there were no immediate reports
of injuries or damage.

The quake, which hit at 6:30
pm., had a preliminary magni-
tude of 49 and was centered in
the Chuetsu area of Niigata prefec-
ture at a depth of about 6 miles,
the Meteorological Agency said.

A magnitude 6.8 earthquake
struck the area on Oct. 23.

Fly to the space station

MOSCOW — Russia plans to
stop giving American astronauts
free rides on its spacecraft to the
international space station begin-
ning in 2006, the head of Russia’s
space agency said Tuesday.

Anatoly Perminov said the
no-cost  agreement  between
NASA and Russia’s space agency
Roskosmos could be replaced by
a barter arrangement, according
to the Interfax news agency.

From The Associated Press
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Weather causes
trouble in Calif.

Heavy rain brings floods, mudslides

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A powerful
storm moved along the coast
Tuesday, causing highway-block-
ing mudslides, flooding and
power outages. Up to a foot of
rain was possible in one moun-
tain area.

Police said the weather may
have contributed to the death of a
young man who apparently tried
to surf in 10- to 12-foot waves.

“It's really rough out there,”
said Paul Cole, a fire official at
Half Moon Bay, describing the
surf where the young man was
found.

Highway flooding caused traf-
fic accidents early Tuesday in
Ventura and Los Angeles coun-
ties. A mudslide in Santa Barbara
County closed northbound lanes
of Highway 101, backing up traf-
fic for about 20 miles, said
Danette Yriarte, a dispatch super-
visor for the California Highway
Patrol.

Southern  California Edison

said about 10,000 customers com-
plained of lasting power outages.
“The coastal communities within
five miles of the coast are taking
quite a pounding,” utility spokes-
man Marlon Walker said.

Meteorologists said up to 12
inches of rain was possible by af-
ternoon in the mountains above
Santa Barbara, with 10 inches pre-
dicted in the mountains and foot-
hills surrounding the Los Angeles

asin.

Flash flood watches were is-
sued for Los Angeles, Ventura
and Santa Barbara counties.

The storm already had caused
similar problems in northern Cali-
fornia.

Two to 4 feet of snow was possi-
ble at higher elevations of the
eastern Sierra Nevada and the
Lake Tahoe area, the National
Weather Service said.

On Monday, San Francisco was
hit by more than 3 inches of rain
that delayed flights at San Fran-
cisco International Airport. North
of San Francisco, Marin County
got 6 inches of rain.

Doctors, pharmacists charged with selling samples

PHILADELPHIA — Federal prosecutors have charged three phar-
macists and two doctors with selling hundreds of thousands of dollars
worth of drug samples. Prosecutors in criminal cases filed Monday ac-
cused the doctors of selling pharmacists thousands of free pills given to

them by

rt of i programs.

‘The pharmacists then punched the pills out of their sample-size pack-
ets and mingled them with other medications for resale to patients, the

government claimed.
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BY DAVID AMMONS
The Associated Press

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Washing-
ton Republicans, girding for a pos-
sible court challenge of Democrat
Christine
Gregoire’s
razor-thin
victory  for
governor, on
Monday de-
manded a
list of the
900,000 who
cast ballots
in vote-rich,
prob-
lem-plagued ~
King Coun- Gregoire
Democrats accused the Repub-
licans of being on “a fishing expe-
dition” and urged them to con-
cede or face the public’s wrath for
dragging out an election already
eight weeks old.
i state Chairman

From The Associated Press
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enlarged sample of a ballot Monday to exp

other backers of GOP candidate

Dino Rossi have nagging ques-

tions about the vote count in the

county that tipped the race to Gre-

gmre by a scant 130 votes last
eek.

“We want to know who voted in
the election, and it’s hard to know
where we go from here [with a
possible court challenge] befnre
we get some answers,” Vance
said in an interview.

“We're mostly posing questions.
King County is where we saw the
votes changing. King County is the
one county that was allowed to
take ballots that were declared
dead in November and bring them
back to life in December.”

He stopped short of committing
to a court challenge of the election
results. Some party activists worry
that further litigation and delay
could rebound on the GOP and
damage Rossi’s political future.

“I get the clear signal from
Dino Rossi that he’s not going to
do anything unless there is a solid
case,” Vance said.

Dan Brady, lead ballot counting observer in King County for the Washington state Republican party, uses an
in what he believes are discrepancies in vote counting during a
news conference in Seattle. King County is the center of debate in the hotly contested governor's race.

GOP demands Wash. voter list

He declined to say whether
he’s advising a court fight, but
said “Overwhelmingly, from the
grass roots of the party, the feel-
ing is ‘Don’t give up. Keep fight-
ing "

But he said there’s no rush,
since any voter can contest the
election within 10 days after certi-
fication.

“Right now, we need informa-
tion. We don’t need to rush. Now
that we're past Christmas and
past the shock [of losing in the lat-
est recount], people are able to
focus on what comes next.”

Secretary of State Sam Reed on
Thursday will certify the latest re-
count, an unprecedented state-
wide hand tally that last week put
three-term attorney general Gre-
goire ahead by 130 votes out of
more than 2.8 million cast. Previ-
ous counts had favored Rossi, an
affluent former state senator.

Reed’s office said outgoing
Gov. Gary Locke offered to send a
state airplane to McMinnville,
Ore., to fetch Reed so he could
certify the election on Monday.

Improved rocket fuel tank
paves way for NASA launch

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a major
step toward resuming launches of
the space shuttle, NASA officials
said Tuesday they have complet-
ed improvements that will pre-
vent the falling debris problem
that destroyed space shuttle Co-
lumbia and killed seven astro-
nauts.

The first improved and rede-
signed tank will be further tested
at Kennedy Space Center, mount-
ed on space shuttle Discovery
and readied for a launch in May
or June, officials said.

Sandy Coleman, NASA’s exter-
nal project manager, said that
testing of improvements on the
tank “gives us confidence that
problems like what happened on
Columbia will not happen again.”

“This is the safest, most reli-
able tank NASA has ever pro-
duced,” Coleman said Tuesday in

The changes in the external
tank add less than 150 pounds in
weight. The added costs are still
being tallied, said Coleman. The
old style fuel tanks cost about $40
million.

The external tank contains lig-
uid hydrogen and oxygen, which
are the propellants used by the
shuttle’s main rocket engines dur-
ing launch. The supercooled pro-
pellants cause the formation of
ice on the outside of the tank as
the shuttle is prepared for launch.

Insulation, applied as a foam,
reduces the amount of ice. But in-
vestigators believe chunks of the
foam insulation peeled off the ex-
ternal tank during launch and led
to the destruction of Columbia on
Feb. 1, 2003.

Redesign of the external tank
was considered to be a key part of
NASA's effort to return the shuttle
to space, but is only one of a list of

a p) news
from the Marshall Space Flight
Center in Huntsville, Ala.

m the Co-
lumbia Accident Investigation

Board.
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Airports
testing
search
methods

The Associated Press

GRAPEVINE, Texas — Dal-
las-Fort Worth International
Airport is one of 16 airports
chosen nationwide to test
equipment that expands the
use of security technology and
may limit the need for
pat-down searches, officials
said.

The U.S. Transportation Se-
curity Administration did not
say what equipment or proce-
dure the airport would test or
when testing would begin, but
nine other airports have been
chosen to test two machines
designed to check airline pas-

Report: Security priorities ignored

Homeland security money not allocated to top needs, watchdog says

BY SAM HANANEL
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Homeland Security
Department has allowed federal grants for im-
proving security at America’s ports to be
spent on low-priority problems rather than
the most serious vulnerabilities, the agency’s
outgoing watchdog says.

In a draft report to be released next month,
Homeland Security Department Inspector
General Clark Kent Ervin says port security
spending should be governed by the most
pressing priorities rather than local politics.

Blaming inadequate staffing and poor coor-
dination, Ervin said the department’s port se-
curity grant program needs better oversight
to make sure projects that get money meet se-
curity goals.

“The DHS does not have a strong grant eval-
uation process in place by which to address
post-award administration issues, including
measuring progress in accomplishing DHS’
grant objectives,” Ervin said in a recent sum-
mary of the report.

The summary was contained in another re-

port from Ervin’s office, “Major Management
Challenges Facmg the Depanmem of Home-
land Se cumy which was posted on the DHS
web sif

The gran( program has been criticized in
the past for being too cumbersome and for
awarding money to projects of questionable

u

To make his poml Ervin cited the report of
the Sept. 11 commission, which said home-
land security spending should not be used as a
“pork barrel” for politicians to send money to
their home districts.

he report is one of the last submitted by

Ervin, who earned a reputation as a blunt crit-
ic of the department before leaving the job ear-
lier this month. Ervin won a recess appoint-
ment to the position in December 2003, but
the Senate failed to confirm him and
White House appeared unlikely to nommate
him again.

DHS spokesman Brian Roehrkasse de-
clined to comment until the full report is com-
pleted, but said the department had stream-
lined its grant processes earlier this year.

“We have made progress in integrating all
of the previous disparate grant programs
from the agencies that created DHS into one
office in the department that is ensuring all
grant dollars are maximized and spent accord-
ing a strategy outlining the greatest needs,”
Roehrkasse said.

HS manages several grant programs, total-
ing about $10 billion last year, that provide
money for disaster preparedness, prevention,
response and recovery. The agency has dis-
tributed about $560 million for port security
over the past few

Despite consolldanon of the grant program
offices, Ervin said “much work remains to be
done” and noted that department officials
planned to increase staff to allow for more site
vlslts and improved oversight of grant-funded

proj

Roben Ashbaugh, spokesman for acting In-
spector General Richard L. Skinner, said the
report has been circulated to officials in the
agency for comments.

“They will have an opportunity to provide a
response and state whether they agree to take
corrective action,” Ashbaugh said.

sengers for

The technology could limit
the need for pat-down search-
es many women say are intru-
sive because they require
screeners to feel between and
around the breasts when pas-
sengers set off a metal detec-
tor.

The first test is a walk-
through portal that blows a
puff of air on passengers and
then analyzes the air for explo-
sive traces.

The second, a backscatter
X-ray, allows screeners to see
through clothing for dense ob-
jects, such as plastic explo-
sives. Earlier versions of the
X-ray drew criticism because
the images were too revealing;
new models use a generic
body diagram.

“The technology is a much
more advanced procedure to
detect the very threats that we
look at manual
pat-downs,” said Andrea Mc-
Cauley, a TSA spokeswoman.

The testing is part of the in-
telligence reform bill, which
urged the security administra-
tion to expand the use of explo-
sive-detection equipment and
other measures.

The bill also calls for more
research into cargos that can
withstand a blast, systems that
counter shoulder-fired mis-
siles and the discreet notifica-
tion of pllots about secunty
breaches in
cabin.

The test sites were chosen
based on the number of pas-
sengers, geographic location,
proximity to a manufacturer,
congressional interest, check-
point design and the airport’s
experience testing new equip-
ment.

Dallas-Fort Worth Interna-
tional Airport is the nation’s
third-busiest airport and al-
ready is testing explosives-de-
tection machines, used com-
monly on checked luggage, at
the airport’s cargo facilities.

Investigation ordered
into airlines canceling
flights over holidays

BY DAVID B. CARUSO
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The na-
tion’s top transportation official
ordered an investigation of two
airlines that canceled hundreds
of flights over the holiday week-
end because of computer and
staffing problems, stranding thou-
sands of travelers.

ransportation Secretary
Norman Mineta asked the agen-
cy’s inspector general to investi-
gate the difficulties at US Air-
ways and Delta subsidiary Co-
mair, which had to ground 1,100
flights Saturday because of a com-
puter problem.

Mineta said Monday in a letter
to the agency 's inspector general
that people “must learn from the
situations” to make sure they do
not happen again.

US Airways Group Inc. was
forced to cancel hundreds of
flights and strand thousands of
passengers between Thursday
and Sunday because about triple
the usual number of flight atten-
dants called in sick.

Adding to US Airways’ woes,
an unusually high number of bag-
gage handlers at Philadelphia’s
airport failed to report to work,
the airline said, and the remain-
ing staff became overwhelmed by
a mountain of luggage.

Operations at the bankrupt
company returned to near-nor-
mal on Monday, although work-
ers were still trying to reunite peo-
ple with their bags.

Comair also was returning to
normal, with only eight of its
flights listed as delayed Tuesday
on the monitors at Cincin-
nati/Northern Kentucky Interna-
tional Airport, where the airline
is based. Rows of luggage not yet
delivered to owners had dimi
ished considerably from Monday.
when they stretched longer than
a football field.

Comair  President Randy
demacher promised coopera-
tion with the DOT probe.

Union leaders at US Airways
continued to blame thin staffing,
denying that workers had staged
asickout to penalize the company
for slashing their pay.

“We are so short-staffed, if
there is spit on the runway in Phll-
adelphia, it causes a fiasco,” said
Teddy Xidas, president of the
Pittsburgh chapter of the Associa-
tion of Flight Attendants.

Of about 1,675 flight attendants
scheduled to work Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday, about 300
called in sick daily, more than ex-
pected based on past holidays, US
Airways spokesman Chris Chia-
mes said. The carrier usually
plans for about 100 such absenc-
es.

“To suggest it was somehow a
staffing issue on our part is to
shift attention away from the .
employees who chose to do thls 7
Chiames said.

Alarm bells about a looming
staffing crisis in Philadelphia ap-
parently began sounding at least
five days before Christmas and
two days before snow began caus-
ing flight disruptions in Indiana
and Ohio.

“I would not fly lhrough [Phila-

delphia] this weekend,” one Inter-
net poster warned Dec 20 in a
forum frequented by airline em-
ployees on the site USaviation.
com.
The writer warned that a wave
of US Airways baggage handlers
were likely to skip work over the
holidays, either because they
were upset with the struggling
company’s latest proposals to
trim pay and benefits, or because
they were planning to retire and
were using up spare sick days.

US Airways has been trying to
cut costs to avoid liquidation.

Downs, of Detroit, looks for her luggage Monday at the

baggage claim area inside the

lorthern Kentucky

al Airport in Hebron, Ky., as airlines struggled to recover from delays

ups caused by Comair’s holiday weekend cancellations.

Experts: Technology available
to stop airline computer issues

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The cancellation
of 1,100 Christmas Day flights by
Comair because of computer trou-
bles is prompting calls for more in-
vestments in backup systems and
other technologies to prevent fur-
ther groundings and damage to an
already struggling industry.

The foul-up was hardly the first.
A computer glitch grounded 40
Delta flights in May. A power fail-
ure created a computer problem
that forced Northwest to cancel
more than 120 flights in July. A
worker keystroke error grounded
or delayed some American and US
Airways flights in August.

“Obviously, the airlines have be-
come way 0o dependent on com-
puters,” said Terry Trippler, an air-
line industry expert in Minneapo-

Bruce Schneier, a computer se-
curity expert in Mountain View,
Calif., said the issue boils down to
cost versus benefit.

Airlines could upgrade existing
computers to handle more transac-
tions, install sophisticated backup
systems that come on when the pri-
mary system fails or buy high-per-
formance software that is used by
NASA, nuclear plants and medical
facilities to keep critical systems
running at all times, Schneier said.

“It’s certainly feasible, but it's
my guess [is] it's not economic,”
Schneier said. “My guess is it is
cheaper for the airline to absorb
this loss, which doesn’t happen
often, than to fix the problem.”

Comair spokesman Nick Miller
said the Delta subsidiary already
had planned to replace its schedul-
ing system with one that can han-
dle more transactions, but the new
system was not set to come online
until mid-January.

Tim Wagner, spokesman for
American Airlines parent AMR
Corp. of Fort Worth, Texas, said
the carrier already has solidified a
backup system to prevent prob-
lems like it had faced in August.
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Time’s almost up for renters on park land

BY BEN Fox
The Associated Press

CRYSTAL COVE STATE
PARK, Calif. — Residents of a mo-
bile home park on the Pacific
Ocean have long enjoyed a
low-cost version of the California
dream, paying hundreds in rent on
million-dollar real estate.

But for 25 years they knew the
clock was ticking on that dream:
The state, which owns the land
under their homes, would eventu-
ally ask them to leave so it could
expand the surrounding Crystal
Cove State Park and allow public
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access to undeveloped back coun-
try and pristine shoreline.

The day of reckoning has ar-
rived: Barring a last-minute court
reprieve, nearly 300 families who
rent at EI Morro Village mobile
home park must give up their
homes in one of the most expen-
sive areas in the United States.

“It’s the end of a romantic era
when you could live in a funky lit-
tle beach place for a little bit of
money,” said Greg Wise, 49,
whose father’s mobile home has
been a family gathering spot since
1974. “It’s sad.”

Resident Vicki Gorham says

some residents — the number is in
dispute — are on fixed incomes
and will have to move far inland to
find a place they can afford. Resi-
dents pay between about $400 and
$1,200 per month for rent, depend-
ing on the size and location of their
lot.

The mobile homes sit inside
Crystal Cove State Park between
ritzy Laguna Beach and Newport
Beach, where few houses sell for
less than $1 million.

California bought the land from
a developer in 1979 for $32 mil-
lion, at the time the most expen-
sive purchase ever for the state
park system. The state didn’t have
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the money to fully develop the
park then, so it made a deal with
the mobile home residents: They
could stay for two decades on
month-to-month leases in lieu of
relocation payments. When the 20
years was up, the state still was
not ready and extended the leases
five years — until Dec. 31.

The park includes 2,400 acres of
back country and seven coves
along 3.2 miles of smooth beach
and tide pools. Coyotes and threat-
ened shore birds roam the sand.
Dolphins, sea lions and the occa-
sional gray whale can be spotted
from 80-foot bluffs that shelter the
coves from the bustle of nearby
coastal Highway 1.
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There are areas set aside for
fishing, diving and surfing in
coves once used by bootleggers to
smuggle booze and by Hollywood
to film deserted beach scenes.

A state judge ruled earlier this
month that the El Morro tenants
had adequate notice and that evic-
tions could proceed.

Residents filed an emergency
appeal of that decision and also
are hoping for a favorable ruling
in a federal lawsuit challenging
the state’s compliance with envi-
ronmental regulations. The state
has said it will begin eviction pro-
ceedings on Jan. 17, after a hear-
ing in federal court.
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Woman accused of taking fetus fits profile

BY TODD C. FRANKEL
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — In the first hours
after Bobbie Jo Stinnett was murdered and
her fetus cut from her womb, police and
the FBI hunted for two men and a woman,
based on a witness’ report. They chased
down a tip about a
ring of thieves plan-
ning to sell the infant
for $50,000 on the
black market.

But John Rabun,
who has studied hun-
dreds of infant abduc-
tions for the National
Center for Missing
and Exploited Chil-
dren, knew who au-
thorities should look
for: A woman of
child-bearing age who
lives with a man. She is feigning her own
pregnancy. She did this alone. She won’t
hurt this new infant. She’ll parade the new-
born around like a proud parent. And her
husband will not have a clue.

The center dispatched two infant abduc-
tion experts to the scene to help investiga-
tors. And when an arrest was made,
Rabun’s profile fit snugly around the al-
leged culprit, Lisa M. Montgomery.

“It's always a woman,” Rabun explained
last week. “This is a peculiar crime. Could
aguy do it? Probably. But unlikely.”

Rabun’s experience with infant abduc-
tors extends from newborns plucked from
hospitals to the most extreme and rare
form, like the case in Skidmore, Mo. He

Montgomery

Wl
sticel
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co-authored a forensics study, “Newborn
Kidnapping by Cesarean Section.”

What emerges from the work of Rabun
and other experts is a picture of women so
desperate for a baby they go to any ends to
get one. Often the women hope a child will
cement a failing relationship with a man.

“It’s just so narcissistic. It's incredible,”
Rabun said. “It's her needs above every-
one else’s.”

In studying these cases, Rabun wanted
tolearn how to stop them. Tn the late 1980s,
he wrote guidelines for preventing infant
Kidnappings from hospital maternity
wards — the places where this crime most
often occurred. Today, most hospitals
teach staff to take precautions and use se-
curity measures akin to anti-shoplifting de-
vices on newborns.

As a result, in-hospital abductions have
plummeted from 12 to 18 a year in the Unit-
ed States to just two or three.

That success arrived with unintended
consequences. Hospitals are “hardened tar-
gets,” says Rabun. Potential kidnappers
are thwarted.

Still, these women want a baby. Abduc-
tions outside the hospital have not jumped
notably — they too are still rare. But ex-
perts do believe there is more pressure for
Kidnappings outside the hospital.

“Unfortunately, there are still women
out there who want a baby who are going
other places,” said Ann Burgess, a Boston
College professor and lead author on the
newborn kidnapping study.

The study examined 199 nonfamily in-
fant abductions in the United States from
1983 to 2000. Only six of these cases in-
volved forced C-sections.

Gaienn higashi s
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It was a 1987 case in Albuquerque, N.M.,
that first sparked researchers’ interest in
this kind of crime. Darci Page, 19, staked
out a prenatal clinic and forced a pregnant
woman at gunpoint to an isolated desert
area. The mother was strangled and her
stomach sliced open with a set of car keys.
Page claimed to have given birth while
driving. But a hospital exam revealed
she’d never been pregnant. The baby sur-
vived. Page’s husband had no idea what his
wife had done.

After stealing Stinnett’s baby, Montgom-
ery drove back to Kansas and called her
husband, the FBI said. She told him she’d
given birth at a Topeka mall and asked to
meet him at a Long John Silver’s parking
lot.

He had no idea what she’d done, authori-
ties say.

Montgomery, 36, is mother to four chil-
dren. She has no children with her current
husband. In recent months, she’d posted
on an online me: e board that she was
pregnant again. But her ex-husband
claims Montgomery couldn’t be pregnant
now because she had a tubal ligation in
1990, said attorney James R. Campbell of
Burlington, Kan.

Campbell represents Montgomery’s
ex-husband, Carl Boman, in a custody bat-
tle. Boman had twice married Montgom-
ery for a total of 12 years.

Montgomery has lied about being preg-
nant before, Boman’s attorney said.

“She had made claims in the early '90s
on at least two separate occasions that she
was pregnant,” Campbell s;

Montgomery traveled to Stinnett’s rural
Nodaway County home Dec. 16 under the

NBC
P

Victoria Jo Stinnett, the newborn baby of
slain mother Bobbie Jo Stinnett of
Maryville, Mo., is seen in this image taken
from video released last week.

pretense of being “Darlene Fischer,” a
woman_interested in rat_terrier dogs,
which Stinnett bred, the FBI said. Stinnett
was eight months pregnant. The two
women had talked online.

t some point during the visit, Montgom-
ery strangled Stinnett and slashed across
her stomach, removing a baby gi,the FBT
sai

Less than 24 hours later, thanks to the
tracing of past online chats between the
women, Montgomery was arrested. The
baby, Victoria Jo Stinnett, was recovered
safely and taken home by her father days
later.

Montgomery was taken to jail.

And the forensic experts got their first
look at the alleged culpri

Tt it the prafie.” Restick said.
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Calif. police arrest doctor in fake art sting

BY SOLOMON MOORE
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — The old doc-
tor told his wealthy acquaintan-
ces that his treasure trove of
paintings and sculptures had
been bequeathed to his family by
an Indian maharajah and that his
late father had left a will stipulat-
ing that he could never sell them
through art auction houses.

So Vilas Likhite, 66, allegedly
proposed selling his collection of
paintings by Jackson Pollock, Jas-
per Johns, Willem de Kooning
and other modern masters direct-
ly to wealthy individuals he met
in southern California.

The prospective buyers, author-
ities allege, were businessmen
who knew little about art. The doc-
tor appeared to have possessed

Authorltles say man sold phony Pollock, de Kooning, Cassatt paintings

A

said the doctor

sculpture by the Romanian artist
Constantin Brancusi was ap-
praised at $28 million. A painting
by the American impressionist
Mary Cassatt was on offer for
$800,000.

But Los Angeles police detec-
tives said Monday the artworks
were fakes.

Tipped off by suspicious
would-be buyers, detectives pos-
ing as a Korean businessman and
an interpreter lured Likhite to an
upscale hotel in downtown Los
Angeles last week. They pur-
chased the Cassatt painting be-
fore arresting him on suspicion of
grand theft.

came to the hotel with a dozen
pieces of what he said were
high-priced artwork. Detectives
determined all were fakes.

Orange County sheriff’s author-
ities were also seeking to question
him about a fake de Kooning
painting Likhite reported stolen
last year.

Likhite was being held in police
custody in lieu of $250,000 bail.

The Mission Viejo hematologist
could not be reached for com-
ment Monday.

Police were still trying to deter-
mine the source of the counterfeit
artworks and said they were fol-
lowing leads in Denver, Boston
and Australia.

Detectives were also tracking
the elaborate paper trail of certifi-
cates of ici i

Likhite told the men that the
paintings came from estates and
other i

and receipts Likhite allegedly con-
cocted to pass off his counterfeits
as originals.

Detective Don Hrycyk, of the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
art theft detail, said none of the
artwork appeared to be copies,
but were original works done in
the style of the masters.

It's not the first time Likhite
has been tied to forged artwork.
In 1989, when he was a physician
in Massachusetts, he was accused
by police of selling two fake piec-
es to an investment banker and a
fellow physician. He denied the
charges. Authorities there said

Hrycyk said Likhite was con-
victed of the crime and sentenced
to probation.

Los Angeles police officials
said they became aware
Likhite a few weeks ago from two
businessmen who said the doctor
had approached them. Likhite,
they said, asked them to work as
brokers to sell part of his art col-
lection by helping him find
wealthy buyers.

One of the businessmen said he
took several paintings from
Likhite’s collection to a profes-
sional art dealer, who quickly de-
clared them fakes, according to
Hrycyk.

Classic film registry expanded

BY LAURA MECKLER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Films teach-
ing Cold War children to “duck and
cover” and describing how Oskar
Schindler saved thousands of Jews
from the Holocaust are being added
to the National Film Registry.

Also being preserved: Elvis Pres-
ley, Bruce Lee and Jerry Lewis.

They are among 25 films selected
by the Library of Congress to the
registry, which now holds 400 pic-
tures.

Also on this year’s list: movies
starring Popeye the Sailor Man, Our
Gang, Ginger Rogers and Fred As-
taire.

Librarian of Congress James H.
Billington made the selections after
evaluating nearly 1,000 titles nomi-
nated by the public and consulting
staff and advisers, the library said.

“The films we choose are not nec-
essarily the ‘best’ American films
ever made or the most famous,” Bill-
ington said in a statement. Rather,
they are chosen because they have
“cultural, historical or aesthetic sig-
nificance.”

A film’s selection recognizes its
place in American film and cultural
history, he said.

“The registry stands among the
finest summations of American cine-
ma’s wondrous first century.”

This year’s selections span a wide
cinematic range and include both ob-
scure and well-known movies.
Among the better-known films:

W “Ben Hur,” the 1959 epic star-
ring Charlton Heston, which tells
the story of a Jewish prince who is
betrayed and sent into slavery by a
Roman friend, only to regain his
freedom and come back for revenge.

Its centerpiece: an
action- packed chari- I
and
Cover,” the 1951
landmark civil de-
fense film seen by
millions of school-
children in the
1950s. In the case

o)

of an atomic attack,
children were ad-
vised to duck be-

neath a table or
desk and cover
their heads.

[ ] “Jailhouse
Rock,” which show-
cased Elvis Presley
in ultimate rebel
mode. The edginess
in this 1957 film J

was toned down in
later Presley pic-
tures.

B “Enter the
Dragon,” 1973, a
US-Hong  Kong

, ¥

co-production  that
was the last film
completed by
Bruce Lee and is my
considered one of R,
the most influential
martial-arts  films
ever made.

M “The Nutty Professor,” the 1963
film which some rank as comic
Jerry Lewis’ greates

W “Schindler’s LlSl " the 1993 film
based on the true story of Oskar
Schindler, a factory owner in
Nazi-occupied Poland who em-
ployed hundreds of Jewish workers
and saved them from the Holocaust.

Lesser known films on this year’s
list include “Daughters of the Dust,”

SHNS

Elvis Presley’s movie “Jailhouse Rock” is one of 25
selected to be added to the National Film
ry as representative of American culture.

the first feature-length film by a
black woman to receive a wide theat-
rical release, and “Empire,” Andy
Warhol’s eight-hour, one-shot sta-
tionary camera look at the Empire
State Building.

The registry was established by
Congress in the 1988 National Film
Preservation Act, and each year 25
movies are added. The Library of
Congress works to ensure that each
film in the registry is preserved for
all time.

The chosen few

The 25 films selected this year to
join the Library of Congress’ Na-
tional Film Registry, and the year
in which they premiered:

“Ben Hur” (1959)

“The Blue Bird” (1918)

“A Bronx Morning” (1931)

“Clash of the Wolves” (1925)

“The Court Jester” (1956)

“D.0.A” (1950)

“Daughters of the Dust” (1991)

“Duck and Cover” (1951)

“Empire” (1964)

“Enter the Dragon” (1973)

“Eraserhead” (1978)

“Garlic Is As Good As Ten Moth-
ers” (1980)

“Going My Way” (1944)

“Jailhouse Rock” (1957)

“Kannapolis, NC” (1941)

“Lady Helen’s Escapade” (1909)

“The Nutty Professor” (1963)

“OffOn” (1968)

“Popeye the Sailor Meets Sinbad
the Sailor” (1936)

“Pups is Pups (Our Gang)”
(1930)

“Schindler’s List” (1993)

“Seven Brides for Seven Broth-
ers” (1954)

“Swing Time” (1936)

“There It Is” (1928)

“Unforgiven” (1992)

— The Associated Press

Christmas lights
Web site was hoax

BY COLLEEN SLEVIN
The Associated Press

DENVER — A man who boasted to reporters around the
world that his Web site allowed strangers to turn his outdoor
Christmas lights off and on admitted it was an elaborate
hoax designed, he said, to spread holiday cheer.

Alek Komarnitsky, a computer specialist, said he started
the site two years ago to see if he could use computer tricks
to make it look as if the thousands of lights adorning his
house in Lafayette were blinking on command.

This year, he went even further: At one point, with a TV
station helicopter hovering overhead, his wife was inside,
turning the lights off and on herself.

The Web site was featured in numerous holiday stories, in-
cluding one by The Associated Press, and Komarnitsky said
he decided to announce his scam to The Wall Street Journal
because it had gotten “a little out of hand.”

“For the overwhelming majority of people who read about
this, it will continue to provide a little Christmas chuckle,”
Komarnitsky said after the Journal posted a story on its Web
site Monday.

On his site, Komarnitsky explained how he used a series
of still photographs of his house from three angles — wit
the lights either on or off, and with varying amounts of snow
on the ground.

To make it seem even more real, he would sometimes add
an image of a person or a car driving by in the Web cam
“shot” looking at the lights.

While people may Botleed they were controlling the
lights, all thev actually saw were the prepared photos —
nothing was actually happening at the house.

len one television reporter came to view how the dis-
play worked, Komarnitsky said he responded that the Web
cam was broken and he was waiting for a part to be deliv-
ered.

The AP picked up the story from a local newspaper and
checked out the Web site but never visited the house.

Komarnitsky said some of his neighbors, who were quoted
in news stories, were in on the scam. One allowed him to put
a camera in a tree across the street.

“He put an extension cord that didn’t go anywhere,” said
Marjie Hargrave, whose tree supported the camera.

Komarnitsky said he’s received more than a thousand
e-mails from appreciative visitors to the site.

In one, posted on his Web site Dec. 4, Komarnitsky gave
advice to a woman who said her grandson had told a lie and
was worried what he would get from Santa Claus. He re-
sponded: “One thing I tell my two boys (and elves) is to AL-
WAYS TELL THE TRUTH.”

Komarnitsky made money from advertisements posted on
the site.

He said it amounted to only “pennies” for each hit on the
ads. He said he couldn’t disclose the amount because of a
deal with Google.

Paul McLellan, general manager of Minneapolis-based
ServiceLighting.com, which had an ad on the site, said Ko-
marnitsky’s actions were unethic

“Finding out he’s making a buck off of something that
costs us a buck, it’s not very cool,” McLellan said.

‘A spokesman for Google declined comment until officials
could look into the matter further.
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Leoni gives zesty performance in ‘Spanglish’

BY WILLIAM BOOTH
The Washington Post

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif.
‘e’re cooling our jets at the hotel bar, awaiting
Tea Leoni, who is upstairs taking her clothes
off.

That's what the publicist says. Tea is chang-
ing. We drum our fingers, order a glass of sauvignon
blanc, flip through notes.

Tea Leoni was born Elizabeth Tea Pantaleoni in 1966.

Raised New York City. Daughter of a mergers and acqui-
sitions lawyer. Park Avenue. Sarah Lawrence College. Ma-
jored in anthropology.

Dropped out; bummed around the Virgin Islands. First
big break: winning an audition for a remake of the “Char-
lie’s Angels” television series, which never got made.

We're deep into reading about her 7-iron (Golf for
Women magazine) when Tea (pronounced TAY-uh) Leoni
appears, wrapped in a short overcoat with an oversize silk
flower on the lapel, lugging a handbag, blowing her blond
hair off her face.

Even a little frazzled after a day being interviewed by
the Hollywood Foreign Press corps, the woman glows like
warm butter, as if lit by some incredibly high-end design-
er light bulb.

Hard day at the office? “Don’t start with me, buster,”
Leoni says.

She is kind of snappy, in that 1940s Hollywood way, a
blond siren who'll smoke the occasional cigar, knock back
atequila. She swears like a sailor. She is known to belch.

She flops in the chair, scans the table, waves to the hov-
ering waiter. “We're havmg wine? Great idea. T'll have
whatever he’s having.’

We begin our opening inanities. “Shhhh, shhhh, shhhh.”
Leoni wags a finger. “Just a minute.” Grab. Flip. Pound.
She cradles the mini-cell. “Gotta check in with the family
first.” That would be husband David Duchovny, formerly
of “The X-Files,” and daughter West, son Miller. A mo-
‘ment of personal phone talk. More button punching. Voice
mail. Then: “OK, shoot.”

Leoni is starring in writer-director James L. Brooks’
new domestic comedy-drama, “Spanglish.” What is the
‘movie about? Whew! Marriage.

Kids. Longing. The travails of a stunning and head-
strong young Mexican maid and mother (Spanish actress
Paz Vega as Flor) and her bright-as-a-new-penny daugh-
ter, who enter the lives of a wealthy Westside Los Angeles
family, the dysfunctional Claskys, led by Adam Sandler
(playing it straight) as the sweet, decent hub-dad who is a
renowned chef, and his on-screen wife, Leoni, who is a
train wreck.

Deborah Clasky, as channeled by Leoni, is self-obsessed
and oblivious; she buys her plump, size 10 daughter size 8
clothes so she’ll lose weight. Deborah is vanity, she is vul-
nerability. The character carries SPF 70 sunblock. She
does yoga. But enlightenment eludes her.

When Deb has sex with Sandler’s character, John, she
pretty much takes care of Deb, if you know what we mean.
Deb is very good at shopping; she nests, furiously; she
jogs, aggressively. It is all about Deborah. She is a scream-
ing me-me.

Q: Your character is appalling.

A: Completely.

Q: But she’s real. I mean, this town is filled with Debo-
rahs.

A: They’re everywhere.

Q: She’s having a meltdown.
A: 1 think she’s bipolar.

Q: But she’s hilarious.

AP

Actress Tea Leoni arrives at the premiere of “Spanglish”
on Dec. 9. Leoni's character is self-serving and almost
ugly, but Leoni says she relishes such juicy roles.

A: Go for it.

Q: I mean, what are we to make of Deborah?

Leoni takes a sip of white wine. “There’s something
about being conscious,” she says. “Deborah is not con-
scious. She is so blinded by her self-worry, her grandiose
narcissism. 1 don’t think Deborah thinks, I'm not loving,
I'm not a good mother. But she made what should be the
joy in life the pain in life, you know?”

‘When she was making “Jurassic Park III,” back in 2001,

Leoni took her daughter to the set. “We spent months run-
ning around the jungle fleeing imaginary dinosaurs,” she
says. But Leoni didn’t want her daughter, now 5, to see her
playing Mrs. Clasky. Deborah is very funny, but Deborah
does not know she is funny. Because she is also scary, be-
cause she is unhinged.

“But I relate to her as a mother. The earnestness. As a
mother, I get it: needing so badly to do it right. I don’t see
the world as a terrifying place. But Deborah does. And if
her daughter has the extra pounds, she won’t be able to
fight. She’ll be eaten alive.”

To the world, Leoni is a sexy, blond, blue-eyed
uber-WASP, with mile-long legs, an actress known some-
times as much for her beauty as her work. She did the TV
series “The Naked Truth,” and has appeared in “Bad
Boys” with Will Smith and “The Family Man” with Nico-
las Cage and “Deep Impact,” the blockbuster about a mete-
or. Plus the dinosaur sequel.

We actually think she was best in David O. Russell’s
quirky Ben Stiller movie, “Flirting With Disaster,” where
Leoni got to play comedy.

“I've been here 13 years. Wait. Longer. 1988. Jesus, it's
been 17 years,” she says. “For a while there, people would
say, ‘Why don’t you become a bigger star?’ ” She makes a
funny face. “Hmm. Why don’t I become a bigger star?”

The Hollywood dream, we offer, playing the unctuous
undertaker.

“Yeah, pffff! Like really dumb,” Leoni says. “I don’t re-
gret a move I've made in this town. I've worked with some
phenomenal talent. I've done some projects that were very
sought after, with reason. One way or the other — they
were either going to be big or they were just damn good.”

A cruising waiter. Leoni: “Excuse me, could we have a
couple more glasses of wine?” We glug.

“But it didn’t happen for me that way,” she says, “and it
couldn’t have. I can’t rest my laurels on a face or a body, or
be the girl who shows up at fashion shows and premieres.
T've never been that for anyone. It’s not what I do.”

She says, “I mean, give me a banana peel” to slip on.
Which is exactly what Brooks has given her.

Sandler plays a romantic lead. Vega plays his love inter-
est and is, as Sandlers character confesses, “drop-dead
crazy gorgeous.” And Leoni?

“Somebody said to me: ‘What a brave performance to be
seen like that’ ” Meaning a little puffy? “A little!” Leoni
snarfles a laugh. “You're killing me. Anyway.

“It’s [expletive] bawling your eyes out and a director
who has the bravery to say, don’t you dare touch her up. I
mean, to be shown looking so horrible on camera? I
couldn’t have done it without that.”

In a climactic scene, Leoni’s nose starts running while
she’s crying, which her co-star, the marvelous Cloris
Leachman (playing Deborah’s boozy-but-wise mother),
suggests she does not wipe away, saying something like,
“It makes you real, honey,” before Deborah confronts San-
dler about his possible infidelity.

So, you're puffy-eyed, runny nose. Brooks lights you like
you were under fluorescent lights. I mean, your pores, visi-
ble. Then he switches to Paz, who is young, luminous, radi-
ant, the girl everybody wants.

So it's like a torch being passed? Leoni says, OK, I see
where this is going. She is 38, the mother of two. Striking,
but no longer 21. “God bless the gals who become icons in
this town. T can't imagine a more scary pedestal to fall
from. I suppose in some very lonely moments in my life,
T'd wish for that.”

To fall? “To rise,” she says. “I'm not some so-and-so tak-
ing off their makeup to do their non-makeup movie. I'm a
character actor.”

So this idea of being totally exposed, “this is what I want
to do.”

Oshourne bares all

We've been there for many of Sharon Os-
‘bourne’s most intimate moments, from her
battle with colon cancer to her exple-
tive-filled heart-to-hearts with her chil-
dren to her creepy baby-talk with husband
Ozzy. But it turns out the publicity-loving,
soul-baring MTV matriarch still has some
secrets left to spill, reports MSN.com.

First up: her continuing struggle with bu-
limia. “T still have it,” she admits. “Ozzy
knows, yes. And the kids. My God, how

could they not! It’s the thing that causes
most arguments. We’ll be at the dinner
table, and I'll go off and they’ll say: ¢
here we go again.’ They hate it.”

Moving on to the next revelation — her
extensive nipping and tucking. “Face lift,
neck, breasts. Lips, leg lifts, bum implant,
tummy tuck. I've had it all and it is
fab-u-lous,” enthuses Osbourne, who has
said the various surgeries set her back
about $250,000.

“T've had so much plastic surgery, but
there is only so much you can do — then

h,

you have to start accepting yourself as you
are,” she explains, adding that despite her
low self-esicem and weight problems,
Ozzy always “loved me the way I was.”

Puck caters to stars

Celebrity chef Wolfgang Puck will cook
up a storm at the Oscars next year, after
signing on to cater the star-studded official
Academy Awards banquet for the 11th
time, reports Agence France-Presse.

Oscar organizers said the Austrian-born

super-chef, long a favorite of the stars who
regularly cluster in his Hollywood restau-
rants, had again been selected for the glit-
tering Governor’s Ball.

‘The Ball is held immediately after the an-
nual Academy Awards to honor all the
evening’s winners and nominees.

“This is Hollywood’s biggest night, so it’s
great to have the opportunity each year to
create a menu that is new and exciting,”
said Puck.

From The Associated Press.
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IT free agents’
field is green

Contractors sitting pretty

in the new bu

BY JANE 8. HILL
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS When Gordon
Davis calls himself “a pirate in
the sea of capitalism,” he’s not
talking about plundering trade
secrets. He's an information tech-
nology contractor, charting his
own course in search of gold.

Changes in the way companies
do business — looking to outside
talent to tackle IT projects — cre-
ate work for independent con-
tractors such as Davis. As a re-
sult, more IT professionals are
learning the ins and outs of con-
tracting.

At CareerC a Dal-

siness model

sonal employment, she said, but
IT pros are not like summer life-
guards. For starters, they work
on longer projects; some con-
tracts last for years.

Veteran contractors such as
Davis say they don't get attached
to the projects or to the compa-

nies.

While working on a three-year
contract at Micrografx Inc., he
went in every day as if it could be
his last. “I did the best job I
could, but in the back of my
mind I knew if they told me
today was my last day, 1 would
walk out with no disappoint-
ment.”

C is one differ-

las-based support group for job
seekers, Lisa Miller fields inquir-
ies from firms seeking IT profes-
sionals. At least 70 percent to 80
percent of those job inquiries are
for contract positions, she said.

Miller calls the contractor ar-
rangement a “dating game,” in
which both company and Worker
are spared commitment.

She understands the value of
using temporary workers for sea-

ence. As an hourly worker at Mi-
crografx, Davis was paid for
overtime, which made the posi-
tion more lucrative for him than
for some salaried employees, he
said. But he had no benefits. Va-
cation and holiday pay, as well as
sick leave, are virtually nonexist-
ent for contractors.

In a contract position for the
Federal Reserve Bank, he did re-
ceive medical benefits. The
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project lasted one year but was
supposed to be longer, illustrat-
ing another vagary of being a con-
tractor, he said.

Just as they withhold loyalty to
a company, contractors also
jump from one placement firm to
another as standard practice.

Davis advises contractors to
stay in contact with “a dozen or
more” placement firms, because
when the assignment is over,
there’s no promise of another
one waiting.

Also, save money for contin-
gencies, he said. “You have to
see yourself as a small-business
owner. Sometimes you're going
to be living on the edge. A lot of
people aren’t prepared to do
that”

He networks “voraciously,” a
requirement for any successful
contractor, he said. Reading job
boards alone won’t get you the
job, he insists.

Companies use brokers to find
temporary workers for several
reasons, but efficiency and legal
concerns top the list.

EXCHANGE RATES

rates
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Hiring managers would rather
deal with a small number of con-
tracting firms than sift through
several thousand résumés. Also,
the Fixed-Term Work Act of
2003 requires companies to treat
fixed-term workers equally with
permanent employees in terms
of pay, pensions, benefits and
other considerations. Temporary
agency workers are exempt
under the federal act.

Contract pla(.emenl firms may
hire the worker directly, issuing
paychecks and taking care of tax
and Social Security withholding.

Other firms pay contractors as
if they are self-employed, using a
1099 form, leaving the worker to
pay estimated taxes and Social
Security.

John Dyer, a software develop-
er, has been working as a con-
tractor for most of his career,
“long before it was fashionable.”
He advises would-be conrractors
to build a network of cont
the IT industry and within Lheu'
professional society. He attends
local chapter meetings for the In-
dependent Computer Consult-
ants Association.

Get to know recruiters at sever-
al placement firms, check job
boards and keep your skills cur-

Gordon Davis advis-
es temporary work-
ers to stay in touch
with many place-
ment firms. The IT
contractor says he
doesn't get attached
to projects or firms.

ment he says: i
the best job | could,
b

the back of
my mind | knew if
they told me today
was my last day, |
would walk out with
no disappointment.”

DALLAS MORNING
NEWS/KRT

rent, Dyer said. “You should be
planning for your next job in any
job, always asking = yourself,
“What's going to happen when
this job ends?’ ”

Marie Guthne vice president
in the Fort ‘exas, office
of DBM, a human resources con-
sulting firm, refers to IT contrag
tors as “pioneers in the new em-
ployment model” where compa-
nies have only a small core
group of full-time employees and
hire IT workers on a project

asis.

Down the road, she predicts,
contracting firms may act as bro-
Kers for IT professionals, or
agent managers will represent
IT talent, much as agents in Hol-
Iywood promote actors. “Some
forecasters say there will be on-
line bidding for top talent.”

m large retailers to hospi-
tals, companies will continue to
look for ways to reduce costs
through improved systems, she
said, requiring them to make
heavy investments in technolo-

gy.

IT contract professionals,
working as free agents, will find
themselves in the “driver’s seat,”
Guthrie said. “The upturn has al-
ready started. This is a perma-
nent change. The old model is
not coming back.”
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Cénts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

The Associated Press

As the new year dawns, plenty
of workers resolve to explore
their career options, hoping to
land a new job or improve the
one you have. But there are sev-
eral factors to consider before
you mail your résumé through-
out your industry, advises Right
Management Consultants, a Phil-
adelphia-based career transition
firm.

For example, you might want
to think about your company,
and how it ranks alongside com-
petitors that you might apply to.
So, ask yourself these questions:

M Is your company respected
in the industry?

W Are sales rising, or drop-

2

W s the company an innova-
tor, or one that’s fallen behind
the industry?

Thinking about new job?

W Does your company have a
strategic plan, and have you

it?

W Have salaries at your com-
pany kept pace, or lagged those
paid by competitors?

After mulling some of these
questions, you need to consider
your personal relationship with
your job, said Doug Matthews,
executive vice president and
head of career transition servic-
es for Right Management Con-
sultants.

Is your workload in conflict
with your personal life? Does the
job satisfy you, or do you dread
it? Is your employer using your
skills wisely? Do you find your-
self regularly pondering some-
thing else — a new industry,
new job tasks, a smaller compa-
ny or a role that's less demand-
ing?
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7 stabbed at party

AKRON — Seven peo-

ple were stabbed in
a fight at a birthday party
for a 2-year-old girl, and po-
lice said they charged two
men with assault.

The little girl was not
hurt, police said.

The victims of the
melee were hospitalized
and at least one victim
required  surgery,
said police Sgt.
Terry Hudnall.

‘Tam T. Nguyen, 25, and Vi Tran,
35, were charged. Nguyen was
jailed and Tran was being treated
at a hospital for injuries he suf-
fered in the fight, Hudnall said. He
said he anticipated more charges
would be filed.

Police called to the party said
they found men and women with
severe knife wounds, some of them
possibly life threatening.

Lottery winnings disputed
CRANSTON — The state
Lottery Commission has

been added to a lawsuit that claims

prize money should have been
withheld from a man who owes
child support.
Cranston’s Paula Duffy is owed
about $40,000 in child support.
She originally filed suit against

Lincoln Park and amended the

complaint to also include the Lot-
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Grinches foiled
COLUMBUS — It wasn’t
tough for police to thwart

two would-be Grinches — they just

followed the telltale trail of wrap-
ping paper.

Two unidentified boys, ages 14
and 12, were charged with bur-
glary after they were accused of
stealing Christmas presents from a
family home, police said.

Authorities say Stanley Adams
discovered someone had broken
into his Columbus home late Fri-
day. Two juveniles who lived near-
by were suspected.

Police followed a trail of paper,
ribbons and gift tags that led them
to one of the boys’ houses. One boy
told ities that he stole the

ry asa
Duffy claims Frank Bianco, the
father of her son, won at least
$3,200 on Sept. 12 at Lincoln Park
and more on other occasions.

The lawsuit seeks to have Lin-
coln Park or the Lottery Commis-
sion pay Duffy the $40,000 she’s
owed for child support.

Abortion doctor arrested

MIRAMAR — A doctor
whose license was revoked
for botching abortions, including
leaving fetus parts inside a patient,
was arrested on charges he contin”
ued to perform the procedures.
Robelto A. Osborne, 44, turned
himself in to police and was re-
leased on bond. He was charged
with performing medicine without
alicense, a third-degree felony.
His medical license was revoked
in August after state regulators de-
termined he failed to perform nec-
essary preoperative procedures,
did not treat a severe uterine perfo-
ration and did not return calls to
his emergency phone line.

Wanted: snow

mJACKSON — Pray for
SNow.

It may sound lighthearted, but
Jackson Hole congregations have
been doing just that — and the
Rev. David Bott of Redeemer Luth-
eran Church points to some very
white results a couple weeks ago.

“But now they’re wondering if
it's beginner’s luck,” he said.

Little snow has fallen on the val-
ley over the past two weeks,
prompting resorts like Snow King

presents. The gifts — which includ-
ed an E-Z Bake oven, a set of Legos
and a Pac-Man video game —
were returned.

One Inmate’s charity

HONOLULU — The state

Supreme Court has suspend-
ed state Rep. Alex Sonson from
practicing law for three months be-
cause of numerous ethics viola-
tions from 1999 to 2002, officials
announced Monday.

In a statement released late Mon-
day, Sonson said he takes full re-
sponsibility for his actions and will
cooperate fully with the decision.

to crank up their
chinery to keep the
well-dressed.

Paul Hayden, minister at Presby-
terian Church of Jackson Hole,
said he has been praying fervently
for precipitation.

“Theologically, we're called to
be stewards of the earth, and this is
a real stewardship issue,” he said.
“It’s not just a fun issue.”

ma-
slopes

Real horsepower

Tim Tong rides a horse into
downtown Juneau, Alaska, from the
Mendenhall Valley. Tong is a horse
trainer who moved to Juneau to
work and be with his family after
leaving the Air Force, in which he
served in Irag.

The court’s Office
/ of Disciplinary Coun-
sel said Sonson misap-
% propriated a client’s
~  money, commingled
personal funds with other
money, mislabeled his
trust and business ac-
counts and falsely submit-
ted documents stating he
was in compliance with state
rules of conduct. His suspen-
sion begins Jan. 19.
Y “I would also like to apolo-
gize to my clients and to my
constituents for these errors,” said
Sonson, D-Pearl City-Waipahu,
who won re-election to his second
term in office last month.
“I want to assure them that it
will not happen again.”

One person’s trash ...

EUGENE — Turns out

there’s quite a collector’s
market for 100-year-old glass elec-
tric insulators.

One such item, purchased for
peanuts at a garage sale, netted
$10,313 on eBay recently. It’s not
diamond-encrusted, it wasn’t
owned by a celebrity and there’s
no vision of the Virgin Mary in-
volved here.

Phil Unrine and Jeanie Quimby
came up with two of the insulators,
one ceramic, one glass, for $5 for
the pair.

Quimby thought she could make
a buck — posting the glass model
with a starting price of $5.99.

Just a few hours later, she
checked to see how it was doing —
and found 10 urgent messages
from collectors, telling her that the
glass insulator dated to the 1890s,
was extraordinarily rare and listed
in price guides at up to $10,000.

“Iabout freaked out,” said Quim-

by, 55.

“I couldn’t talk.”

The winning bid of $10,313 came
from a man in Helena, Mont.

“This particular piece, I would
guess that there are fewer than 12
of them that have been found to
date,” said John McDougald of Se-
dona, Ariz., who has published in-
sulator price guides and reference

00ks.

Belting the kids in

EXETER — A regional

school board that repre-
sents six area towns is considering
seat belts on school buses. If the
policy is adopted, it would repre-
sent a first among the state’s pub-
lic schools. The board is reviewing
the cost after several parents
sought seat belts.

“We teach our children from
day one to buckle up,” Jaye Jen-
nings Garnett said. “And then we
put them on a school bus without
one?”

Once the cost is known, the
board plans to put the issue before
voters.

Questionable finances

TALLAHASSEE — Florida
could award a $700 million
private contract despite a lack of
evidence that it will save more
money than keeping the work with-
in a state agency, according to a
group that evaluated the options.
The contract would cover those
who decide residents’ eligibility
for food stamps, welfare assistance
and Medicaid.
Taxpayers are expected to save
$69.2 million a year under both the
outsourced and in-house models.

Quiet holiday celebration —Nerer e -iet |

service at the First Presbyterian Church in Dodge City, Kan.

Ice forms on a street sign on Cold-
stream in Danvlle, Ky.

An understatement
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Marvin Tyner, office manager of a water bottling company in
Augusta, Ga., sweeps water off the roof of the business.

Not where the water belongs

Moon climber?

worker appears to
be climbing to the moon as he
makes his way up a form 60 feet
above the ground at a construction
site in Daytona Beach, Fla.

; . This 2-year-old, 145-pound St. Bernard
Christmas helper named Harrison shows his Christmas

spirit as he waits in the truck of his owner, Randy Davis, while running
errands recently in Ottumwa, lowa.

Newborns from left, Karen Granados, 4 days old; Kennedy Mae O'Neill, 3
days old; Diego Novoa, 1 day old; Victoria Irizarry, 1 day old; Luke Harrison
Insana, 3 days old; Spencer Bennett Kerr, 1 day old; and Trinity Belle Analambidakis, 4 days old, pose for a
photo at Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, Mass.

Holiday deliveries

Flip-flop on the rails

KANSAS CITY — Plans to

create a rail museum at his-
toric Union Station by early next
year have been pared down. Six
months ago, Union Station’s board
voted to pay a Milwaukee collector
$650,000 for 11 antique rail cars
and a collection of railroad memo-
rabilia. Now the station seeks to fix
five of the rail cars for tours at the
museum and sell the others.

Museum work begins

FREDERICKSBURG ~—

Work crews began clearing
land for construction of the U.S. Na-
tional Slavery Museum.

Scores of trees were removed
from the 38-acre site near Inter-
state 95. Eight to nine acres need
to be cleared as the first step in
building the museum.

Museum officials have said the
facility will open in February 2007.

The founder of the museum is
former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder.
The grandson of slaves and the na-
tion’s first elected black governor,
Wilder has said the idea was born
during his visit to Goree Island in
West Africa.

Plane crash kills 2

HOWARDS GROVE — A
single-engine plane whose
pilot reported smoke in the cockpit
crashed in a hayfield, killing both
people on board, officials said.
Witnesses told investigators the
plane’s engine was not running
when it struck some treetops,
flipped and crashed on its back in
eastern Wisconsin near Lake Mich-
igan, sheriffs Sgt. Doug Tuttle

said.

The pilot of the 1964 Beech Bo-
nanza took off from Manitowoc,
about 20 miles north of the crash
site, and was heading to Lockport
in northern Ilinois, said Tony Mo-
linaro, a spokesman for the Feder-
al Aviation Administration.

Big shoes to fill

PHILADELPHIA — The

city’s managing director,
who oversees 13 agencies and runs
the city government’s day-to-day
affairs, said he will leave his job by
early spring. “I'm going to be 60 in
April, and it's a tough job for a
60-year-old, and I've got a life to
live,” Philip Goldsmith said. The
managing director’s job is one of
several top positions Mayor John
Street must fill.

Law change works

METAIRIE —  Officers

have issued a third fewer
speeding tickets on the bridge
across Lake Pontchartrain since
October, when the speed limit was
raised from S5 mph to 65 mph. Offi-
cials with the Causeway Commis-
sion, which oversees the bridge,
said more motorists are obeying
the new limits. About 900 speeders
were caught in August; 595 were
ticketed in November.

Accused coach dead

CASTLE ROCK — A girls

basketball coach charged
with having sex with three of his
underage players was found dead
in his jail cell of an apparent sui-
cide.

Rick Lopez, 37, former coach of
the Colorado Hoopsters, was dis-
covered hanging Sunday in a cell

he had to himself at the Douglas
County Detention Facility, police
said. A note was found nearby, but
officials would not discuss its con-
tents.

Lopez was charged in August
with 59 counts of sexual assault
and child abuse. He had an arraign-
ment hearing scheduled for Feb.
11.

Prosecutors said Lopez admitted
having sexual relationships with
three former players in the travel-
ing girls basketball club, beginning
when they were 13 or 14 years old.
Other players have also accused
him of making sexual advances to-
ward them.

Shipping port study

ESCANABA — Few physi-

cal barriers would prevent
the creation of a deep-water Lake
Michigan shipping port, a recent
study found. The study shows infra-
structure requirements such as
railways, utilities and electricity
are all in place to accommodate a
deep-water port in Escanaba. Two
companies interested in investing
in the project have submitted pro-
posals to the city.

Gay cops settle

LOS ANGELES — The city

has tentatively agreed to
pay $650,000 to settle lawsuits
filed by two gay police officers
who claim they were discriminat-
ed against because of their sexual
orientation. If ratified by the City
Council, the settlements would
boost to nearly $3 million the city’s
payouts to eight gay officers.

School funds needed

MT HELENA — Half of the vot-

ers questioned in a state-
wide poll say Montana’s
public schools lack money to pro-
vide a quality education. The poll
found most voters want to fill the
gap by cutting other government
spending and not by raising taxes.
The telephone poll commissioned
by Lee Newspapers of Montana
surveyed 625 registered voters
statewide. School funding is likely
to be the top issue in the upcoming
legislative session.

Threat lands man in jail

EL PASO — A man who

pleaded guilty to threaten-
ing to destroy the El Paso Islamic
Center has been sentenced to 18
‘months in federal prison.

In addition, U.S. District Judge
Frank Montalvo ordered Jared
Bjarnason, 30, to complete 150
hours of community service.

“There are no idle threats in the
post 9/11 world,” U.S. Attorney
Johnny Sutton said. Bjarnason ad-
mitted to sending an e-mail mes-
sage to the center in April threaten-
ing to burn down the center’s
mosque if hostages held in Iraq
were not released within three days.

Interpreting immunity
BURLINGTON — Advo-
cates for Vermont’s grow-

ing number of foreign language in-

terpreters say the workers need
legal protection so they won't have
to testify in court about their jobs.

Sylvia Delcastillo-Alzamora, a

Spanish-English translator, says

testifying about her work “would

be betraying the ethics of the pro-
fession.”

Stories and photos from The Associated
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Columnist misses point

Jack Kelly’s column “In Kuwait, Rums-
feld didn’t let his Guard down” (Dec. 13),
misses the point of the troops’ complaints
completely, and accepts without question
administration excuses. On the same day
on another page of Stars and Stripes, we
read that the provider of up-armored
Humvees can actually make 100 more of
them a month.

If Kelly was not a partisan hack, he
could ask questions like: Why has the
Pentagon not contracted with Armor
Holdings Inc. to work at full capacity? Is
this one company the only one in the Unit-
ed States capable of making M1114s? If
we are in a state of war, why has the gov-
ernment not acted like every wartime
government in our nation’s history and
stepped in to coordinate our industries
for wartime purposes?

Instead, Kelly argues that the Army is
built to “fight the Soviets on the plains of
Europe.” Anyone who has picked up a
newspaper or watched a Pentagon news
conference in the last decade knows that
this is no longer true. Low-level conflict
has been regarded as the “next war” for
at least a decade. That is why the Penta-
gon developed the Stryker and fought to
kill the Crusader. This is what Donald
Rumsfeld’s “transformation” was all
about.

In a sense Rumsfeld was right when he
said that “you go to war with the Army
you have.” However, the Army we have
in Iraq is a result of the failure to plan at
the highest levels. Dismissing intelli-
gence reports to the contrary, Rumsfeld
and company went to war under the im-
pression that Iragis would welcome their
occupiers with flowers and smiles. This
is the real reason we were not prepared
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for the insurgency — dismissing diverg-
ing views, the Pentagon refused to accept
there would be one.

The fact that not everything possible
has been done to deal with the shortages
(half-efforts to increase production and
leaving behind armor when deploying)
suggests decision-makers were holding
on to the fantasy that the insurgency is a
passing phase and always “on its last
legs.”

This is what the soldiers in Kuwait
knew and complained about, and this is
what the people responsible must answer
for.

Marcin Daniluk
Baghdad

Poor armored vehicles policy

Twould like to address the recent publici-
ty regarding the lack of armored vehicles in
Iraq. I have served in Iraq for the last year.
When we came north, we drove from Ku-
wait to Baghdad without a single armored
vehicle. We pieced together sheets of metal
to provide the best protection possible, but
all knew that it would do little good.

My company does at least weekly con-
voys between Taji and Baghdad, and still we
have only managed to get a couple of ar-
‘mored trucks to help support those convoys.
We have driven enough miles to go back
and forth to Kuwait at least 20 times, if not
more. During that time, we have been shot
at, had roadside bombs go off on us and
faced every other type of danger. And yet
armor was not a major issue.

Now that my year here in Iraq is over and
1 am trying to go home, T am being told that
we can't drive to Kuwait because we don’t
have armored vehicles. I am also told that it
will take a while to get enough trucks to
line-haul everything south. Don’t get me
wrong — the line-haul trucks have saved
my butt a few times, but it infuriates me to
be told that, after risking my life countless
times on the road to attend meetings and
other events, I can’t risk it one more time to
go home and finally be away from danger.

T can understand that soldiers don’t want
to enter Iraq without armor. They are right;
it's dangerous. But ask anyone who has
been here for a while, and none of them will
complain. We have done our time and faced
our danger. Don’t hold up more troops from
going home just because a soldier wants to
complain about a shortage of armor that has
existed here for two years. Stop your whin-
ing and do your job.

Sgt. Troy Ward
Camp Cooke, Iraq

Avoid homeland security

The Washington Post

homever President Bush choos-
es as his next nominee to head
the Department of Homeland
Security would be well-ad-
vised to take a look at a spine-tingling new
chart before accepting the job. The chart —
too large to reprint here but available for
viewing at www.hsc.house.gov — depicts
the intricate web of congressional commit-
tees and subcommittees with oversight au-
thority for the gargantuan department.
There are 79 such panels; every single
senator and at least 412 of the 435 Hou:
‘members have some degree of responsibil
ty for homeland security operations. By con-
trast, the Defense Department, with a bud-
get 10 times that of DHS, reports to “just”
36 and i
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From the perspective of national security,
this fragmented, dysfunctional structure is
sheer lunacy. Department officials spend
too much time responding to their many con-
gressional masters; last year alone, accord-

Doonesbury

SR, JUST QUT OF CUR/-

BORA, TENET BULT
A TOTALLY FALSE CAGE FOR
1RAQ, AND BREMER BOTCHED

ing to the departing secretary, Tom Ridge,
he and other top department officials testi-
fied 145 times before various committees
and subcommittees. Moreover, such bal-
kanized oversight is less effective rather
than more so, because members of Con-

‘empty shell’

land Security” at the top of its title, but leav-
ing responsibility for critical homeland secu-
rity issues such as border control and avia-
tion security in other committees. In the
House, members will vote next week on a
plan 10 make permanent the House Select

d Security, as Speak-

gress suffer from parochial vi influ-
enced by their individual committee assign-
ments and fail to develop a broad overview
of homeland security priorities.

‘The point of creating the department out
of the existing bureaucracy was to improve
the ability to coordinate responses to terror-
ism. Yet turf is power, and lawmakers ..
have been unwilling to make parallel chang-
es in their own organization. ..

The House of Representatives has a
chance to fix this mess — at least its end of it
— but it's facing opposition to meaningful
change from committee chairmen who
don’t want to yield any slice of their jurisdic-
tion. The Senate has already done a fig-leaf
version of reform, renaming the Senate Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee to put “Home-

erJ. Denms Hastert, R-Ill, has advocated.
What’s still being funously negotiated is
whether to give the panel the power it has
lacked over issues including maritime secu-
rity, transportation security and immigra-
tion enforcement — in other words, to make
ita fully functioning homeland security com-
mittee. ...

“It would be worse than an empty shell to
have a homeland security committee with
jurisdiction that's shared with everyone
else,” says the committee’s chairman, Rep.
Christopher Cox, R-Calif. The question be-
fore his colleagues, he says, is simple: “Is
this a political exercise to make chairmen
‘happy, or is this a historic opportunity to fun-
damentally reshape the committee struc-
ture to address homeland security?”

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

THE OOCUATION

JIM, FOVETIMES HHEN.
YU CREATE A REAL MEZS,
1FYOU PUT A LITTLE LIP-
STICK ON THE STABLE HANGS,
PEOFLE DON'T NOTICE
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OPINION

Some Iraqis defy insurgents to seek peace

BY FRED HIATT
The Washington Post

eturning to Washington from

Baghdad this month for home

leave gave A. Heather Coyne a

shock. In Iraq, as chief representa-
tive of the U.S. Institute of Peace, Coyne
spends her days working with that country’s
emerging civil society. Back home, she finds
Americans astonished to hear there is an
emerging civil society — that Iraqis remain
involved with rebuilding their country de-
spite all the explosions and killings.

No, this is not a “good news” story. To the
contrary, Coyne’s experience confirms the
deterioration of conditions in Irag. She is
confined, for security reasons, to Baghdad’s
heavily fortified Green Zone. Her Iraqi col-
leagues for the most part dare not visit her
there, because terrorists are always watch-
ing those who come and go.

Communication is by phone and e-mail.

Recently the institute held a workshop on
conflict resolution in Sulaymaniyah, in the
relatively peaceful Kurdish north, because
the capital is too dangerous. One participant
was a Mosul professor who lectures with 10
armed bodyguards in his classroom.

The insurgents, in other words, are suc-
ceeding, not only in killing and wounding Ira-
qis and Americans but in impeding Iraqis’
ability to rebuild their country and to inter-
act with one another and foreigners.

They're blocking precisely the kinds of in-
teraction a society needs to begin recovering
from decades of dictatorship. Worse: The vi-
olence is exacerbating sectarian tensions, as
the insurgents also intend. So far a remark-

able feature of the war has been Kurdish
and, especially, Shiite restraint in the face of
provocation from Sunni terrorists. But
Phebe Marr, a senior fellow at the Institute
of Peace who also recently returned from
Iraq, says the sectarian-based anger is
worse than she’s ever seen.

Yet what strikes Coyne is not the bad
news — maybe because she’s living in the
middle of it — but the fortitude and persis-
tence in the face of attacks of the Iraqis she
works with. The Mosul professor keeps
teaching. One local leader called the day
after he had been shot three times — to ask
whether the institute had accepted the peo-
ple he had recommended to take part in a
seminar. Another, whose house was torched,
got in touch to make sure Coyne had his new
telephone number.

“Yes, they complain” about conditions,
Coyne said. But she finds a surfeit of Iraqis
who still want to learn what the institute has
to teach — about how to peacefully manage
religious and sectarian conflict, for example

— and are willing to drive 11 or 12 hours
through multiple

AP

Iragis Ahmed and Omar, right, check damage done to their neighbor’s Baghdad home last
‘week. A mortar had landed the night before, killing one person and injuring another.

to
get books and practical advice and lessons
from other Iragis.

To the families of American soldiers who
are dying or at risk, there may be little com-
fort in knowing that Iraqis also are dying
and putting themselves at risk. It may help
only a bit more to realize that so many of
them are committed to making democracy
and tolerance work and that their success
would be not only the just outcome but in the
'U.S. national interest, too. Yet the courage of
these ordinary Iraqis is extraordinary.

It doesn’t mean, of course, that they'll win.

The i are testing the will of Ameri-
cans and Iraqis alike; if U.S. and Iraqi forces
cannot provide some measure of safety for
election observers and college professors
and women’s rights campaigners, it won’t
matter that a majority of Iraqis want the in-
surgents to fail.

What is remarkable, though, is that de-
spite the mistakes of the U.S. occupation,
and despite the ruthlessness and brutality of
the terrorists, so many Iraqis continue to
stand up on the other side.

Coyne recently interviewed applicants for
Fulbright grants, smart Iraqis willing to risk

an association with a U.S. program because
they dream of starting an Internet site, or a
government watchdog organization, or a
public health project. And when they’re
asked why they take the risk, they invariably
answer, “Because it wasn’t possible before.”
One applicant was a young Kurdish man
who graduated at the top of his high school
class but, in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, was not
permitted to go to university. He is coming
forward now, he told Coyne, “because this is
my first best chance.” She paused and
added, “And maybe his last best chance.”
Fred Hiatt s editor of The Post's editorial page.

Asworld advances, Castro off on his own island

BY MARCELA SANCHEZ
The Washington Post

'y mom arrived early for Christ-

mas this year — three weeks

ahead of time, in fact. Her visit

is something of a holiday ritual,
and while it and the nature of molher-daugh-
ter dynamics do elicit some tension in our
home, I'm grateful she is here.

I'm even more thankful when I consider
how petty my concerns seem in comparison
with those of people who cannot be with
loved ones this season, separated as they are
by distance, commitments and even by the
whims of a tyrant.

Hilda Molina was one of Cuba’s leading
brain surgeons when she turned against the
Cuban government in 1995, accusing it of
trying to make a business of selling fetal
brain tissue to foreigners suffering from Par-
Kinson’s disease. Molina resigned her seat in
parliament and her membership in the Com-
munist Party in protest. For nearly a decade,
she has vainly requested permission to visit
her son and his family in Argentina, which
has no travel restrictions to and from Cuba.

Gloria Amaya is the mother of Miguel,
Ariel and Guido Sigler Amaya, three of the

v 75 peaceful pr ac-
tivists whose arrest and sentencing 20
months ago by the Castro government pro-
voked the ire of the world. The brothers
were charged with undermmmg “the Cuban
socio-political project” by running an inde-
pendent medical facility out of one of their
homes. Because they dared treat the poor of
a small town in Cuba with drugs manufac-
tured in the United Sates, Fidel Castro keeps
them in jail and their families apart.

There has been no lack of international sol-
idarity shown to those like the Molina and
Amaya families. And both the hard-line and
what is sometimes called soft diplomatic
strategies employed by the international

community have elicited responses from
Fidel Castro — but not the kind that have sig-
nificantly mitigated the plight of Cuban di
dents.

Argentine President Nestor Kirchner
would like to believe that a policy of engage-
ment is the way to soften Castro. Early this
year, when the United Nations voted to cen-
sure Castro for his dreadful human rights
record, Argentina abstained.

But when the opportunity came to cash in
on the soft approach, Castro did not respond
in kind. Despite diplomatic efforts that in-
cluded a personal letter from Kirchner ask-
ing Castro for a simple “humanitarian ges-
ture,” to let Molina visit her son and meet
her Argentinean grandchildren, Castro re-
fused. According to Molina, an immigration
officer told her she couldn’t leave Cuba be-
cause her “brain is a national patrimony.”

Washington rejects soft diplomacy, of
course. Those who attempt to engage Castro

run the risk of “humiliating lhemaelvea or
appearing “complicit” in Castro’s abusive re-
gime, said Roger Noriega, assistant secre-
tary of state for the Western Hemisphere.

If the State Department thought there was
aremote chance for acompromise, a U.S. of-
ficial said last week, it would try it. But Cas-
tro leaves the Bush administration no option
but the hard line. The result is a virtual stale-
‘mate that has put Washington in the unfortu-
nate position of keeping or strengthening
harsh policies — including new travel re-
strictions to the island that also keep fami-
lies apart this holiday season.

Tragically, this is the nature of policy with
a tyrant. Unable to deal substantively with
Castro, foreign leaders are constantly
pushed to the fringes, so far away from any
truly effective interaction or policy-making
that what does occur borders on absurdity.

Most recently, Washington and Havana
have been engaged in a battle over Christ-

mas lights. The head of the U.S. Interests
Section in Havana, James Cason, has
decked the grounds with a flashy display
that includes a snowman, a Santa Claus and
a huge number 75, a not-so-subtle reminder
of the most recent victims of Castro’s repres-
sion. Castro retaliated by placing billboards
near the Interests Section with images of
Abu Ghraib, swastikas and a “Made in the
USA” sif

In lhe most absurd of outcomes, Argenti-
na opted not to recall its ambassador to
Cuba for consultations on the best way to re-
pudiate Castro’s inflexibility over Molina. In-
stead, Kirchner fired the ambassador and
the forelgn ministry’s chief of staff.

Molina, Amaya and their loved ones are
pawns in a game that Castro has had more
than four decades to master. Their stories
and the stories of those who intend to help
them remind us that there remains within
our midst a type of injustice we seem impo-
tent to confront.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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you've been expecting finally come
in. A tardy holiday gift could find its
way to your doorstep, too.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Lately, you've been the victim of a
slowly accumulating sluggishness,
and now is your chance to succumb
) . toit. Be mellow and
Holiday Mathis  aimiess — it works for
you. You'll have terrific
iuck wandering the mall
and the end-of-the-year
sales.

Horoscope

Mars and Uranus are having a
parent-teacher conference, and
they're clearly not on the same page
when it comes to how we
humans should be properly
disciplined. Are we to leam
from our mistakes, or is it
better if we avoid the mis-
takes altogether? Both
routes will be tempting. One

thing is certain: The lesson LIBRA (¢ .
is leamned either way. 23-Oct. 23). Yester-
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY day’s pleasant vibe contin-

ues, making you cheerful,
sociable and not very
likely to get a whole lot of
work done. If you must go
into the office today,
make use of your time by cleaning
out your desk

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You glean insight into what lesson it
is you most need to leam in this
lifetime. Hint: It has something to do
with your parents. Psychic vibes are
hot, too. Divination techniques like |
Ching or tarot can help narrow your
focus.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your brilliance sparkles like
congratulatory champagne. Pat
yourself on the back, and take time
before the new year to reflect on all
that has changed in your life in the
past 12 months. Enjoy the view from

(December 30). You
know your place in the
world this year — go to it
This winter, your compas-
sion and generosity will be
rewarded by a sweet, transformative
love. Spring is reflective, and by
May, you'll emerge from your co-
coon to accept the applause that is
due you. Your year ends on a sur-
prising note — maybe a trip abroad?
Love signs are Aries and Cancer.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
An end-of-the-year rebellion is
featured. Do what you must to get it
out of your system. You're the one
who must deliver an important
message. Cut to the quick so every-
one can move on the info as quickly
as possible.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

U2 said it best: Some days siip the top.
through your fingers and onto the
floor. Forget about tackling your CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.

19). It doesn’t matter right now if

in-box today, unless you can get to it
you don't know exactly where you're

before the rooster crows. Goofing off

is the order of the day. headed, as long as you keep mov-
ing in the right direction. Signs are
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). everywhere, lighting your path like

You've got the holiday spirit. Gregari-
ous and outgoing, you schmooze
with the best of ‘em at whatever
gathering you attend — and there
are choices! Cozy up to a VIP, and
pitch your latest idea.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Be
kind to yourseff, lttle crab. You are
susceplible to bouts of blueness this
time of year, when the sun is in the
sign opposite your own. Don't push
too hard. Gather your strength. Your
time is coming.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Financ-
es are looking up. Delays and restric-
tions have been the norm for the
past few weeks, but those checks

fireflies in the dark. Look for them.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Anger is healthy when you channel
it constructively. Search the Internet
for a new job, e-mail your congress-
man, hit the gym, or bum a compila-
tion CD for the person you'd like to
kiss on New Year's Eve.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Swimming against the current may
be fine for spawning salmon, but
why do itif you don't have to? Incred-
ible possibilities arise when you stop
struggling. Accept whatever comes
your way, and then, take appropriate
action.

Creators Syndicate
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Finding love at funeral not rare JUNISLE

Dear Abby: 1 just finished
reading the letter from “J.H. in
Yonkers,” who fell in love on a
trip to a friend’s funeral. I agree
with you, Abby, it’s a great story.
Mine is similar.

1 dated Mike for 22 years and
then we broke up. For eight
‘months I couldn’t forget
him. On a whim, I called
his mom during one of
the many Midwestern
blizzards of 1979.

She told me her mother
had died and the visita-
tion was the next night. T
made it through the snow-
drifts to the visitation —
the only non-family mem-
ber because of the weath-
er. Mike invited me to the
house afterward.

The next day, I met
him in the church parking
lot, where he told me guiltily he
had whistled all the way to his
grandmother’s funeral because he
knew I'd be there! We knew we
were meant to be together and we
were convinced his grandmother
had a hand in it.

If we can believe that there are

Dear Abby

pennies from heaven, we can
believe someone was looking out
for J.H. and her love. Mike and I
will celebrate our 25th anniversa-
Ty in a few months.

— Ruth in Rock Island, Il

Dear Ruth: Your letter gave
me goose bumps. Thank you for
sharing your beautiful

story. Read on:

Dear Abby: My
parents met at a funer-
al 80 years ago.

My mother, who
always hated funerals,
went because the de-
ceased had been a
close friend of her
mother’s. After the
service, Mom was very
impressed by a tall,
handsome, older man she met.
The rest is history.

— Esther in Kenmore, N.Y.

Dear Esther: Which proves
that sometimes an ending can
also be a beginning.

Dear Abby: My father died
on Dec. 19 the year I turned 20.

My mother was only 48, and T
had four younger brothers and
sisters. Our family was devastat-
ed that Christmas. All the neigh-
bors knew about it and were very
nice to us.

A girl up the street invited my
two sisters and me to her birth-
day party on Jan. 11. She said if
we didn’t come, she would come
and get us.

The girl who was giving the
party had a younger brother,
who had asked his best friend,

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
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Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
1o form four ordinary words.
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“Jim,” to the party. Jim and I 9
started dating that week. We
knew by summer that we would HOYNUL WHAT SHE WAS
marry and were engaged the
marry and LEFT WITH WHEN
On Oct. 22, we celebrated our HER HAIR CAME
27th wedding anni . ey OUT THE
When people ask how we met, . WRONG COLCR,

Tam not reluctant to tell them. T
had never dated anyone before I
met Jim — so I say that Jim was
sent from heaven.
— Maureen in Toronto

Dear Maureen: And I believe it.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Put cluttered keepsakes in storage

Dear Annie: 1 mar-
ried my husband, a wid-
ower, after we had
known each other for five
years. I thought I knew
what I was getting into,
but I was silly.

We are living in the
home my husband has
been in for over 30 years
and the place he is unlike-
ly ever to leave. Six years
ago, his daughter, “Tina,”
quit school and left
home. Her bedroom was
waist-deep in a terrible mess that
took me months to clean. Her
things now are stored in our
house. Also, Tina’s mother died
12 years ago, and many of her
items were kept for Tina. In fact,
nearly all the storage in the
house is filled with things belong-
ing either to Tina or her mother.

Tina wrote me a letter, saying
she did not want any of these
things and to give them away.
She is building a small home,
and although I'm not sure it will
have any space for this mass of
items, I am reluctant to assume

Annie’s Mailbox

she won’t want them in
the future. I suspect
she will someday
change her mind.

I want to get the
things that belong to
my stepdaughter and
her mother out of the
house. It annoys me to
have them stored in
every nook and cranny.
We even have his late
wife’s wedding dress,
even though Tina says
she never will want it.

1 feel like a tenant in this
house. Please help.

— The Newer Wife

Dear New Wife: You've been
quite patient with Tina, but since
you are reluctant to part with
these things, perhaps you can
put them in a storage facility so
your home is no longer a ware-
house. When Tina’s house is
finished, go through these things
again with her. If she still wants
nothing, by all means, give her
mother’s keepsakes to someone
in the family who would value
them and the rest to a worthy
charity.

Dear Annie: I read the letter
from “Disappointed in the
South,” complaining about par-
ents who don’t come to their
children’s school functions or
pick them up on time. She hit the
nail on the head.

My husband is a band director.
He always has to stay at least an
hour after every event, waiting
for parents. His solution is to call
the police if the parents are more
than 30 minutes late. It certainly
has stopped the parents from
being lazy.

— Tired of It

Dear Tired: We don’t think the
police would be thrilled about this,
sowe'll make a different sugges-
tion. Parents should be informed
that if they are more than 30
‘minutes late picking up their child
from a school event, they will be
‘fined and the money will be used
to buy school supplies.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
lease e-mail your questions to
i write

HEABED

Answer: A [

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon

X

(Answers tomorrow)
EVENT PARDON  SPORTY
She spurned the printer's advances because
he — WASN'T HER "TYPE"

umbles: WALTZ

Yesterday's | J
Answer:

Family Circus
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to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
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MOVIES

6P| G0 | 7PM | 70 | GPM | &30 | SPM_| S0 | i0PM_| 1030 | iiPM | a0

® SPORTS

I9ESPNews Pacific Report  [Two and a Half |Will & Grace Wil Presents the : Crir igation *XX' APacific Report [ The Tonight Show (CC) Late Show (cC)
6 |AFN-P [Men Chariie stages|invites Jack to his |Fascinating People of 2004 (CC)  [female inmate is found dead and tied to
school play. (CC]  [class. (CC) 2 prison bus. (CC)
7| AFwaTL |[5:%6) Oprah Win- ({35) Guiding Light (CC) [(:17) General Hos- [Headiine News [ Judge Judy (CC) |Today (CC) Legend of Tarzan [Aaahht Real Mon-
FATL lirey (CC) pital (CC) “Enemy Within® _ [sters (CC)
8 | NEWs |rdball With Chris Watthews [The O'Reilly Factor (CC) [60 Winutes (GC) Fox and Friends [Fox and Friends (American Morning
9 | SPORTS |*(5:00) College Basketball Alzbama at[eSporisCenter ONFL Live [ONBA Fastbreak |#ESPNews #Auto Racing FIA World Rally ~ Turkey Rally. From Anatya, [#SportsCenter
|Wisconsin. (Taped) (co) [Turkey. (Taped)
7 Everybody Loves Kipping Schoor Ava__| The Practice ‘Character Evidence” Jimiy Gefends his high-school crush na | Friends Phoebe _[Seinfeld The Fr-_[The Dally Show _BIind Date (CC]
10 | SPEC |Merge gets driven |Raymond Ray fets{thinks Nikki may be better off bypassing | suspicious homicide case. (CC) 1 e fing. " he s (CC)
to road rage. (CC) |over PMS. e kst year ofjunir high. (CC) are on tral (CC)
[_[AFNFFAN [SpongeBab Rugrats Kwanzaa [That's So Raven |All That [7th Heaven High Ancety’ (CC) [Sabrina-Witch _[Sabrina-Witch J_Tne Cosby Show_|Home Improve. _|Touched by an Angel (CC)
AFN-IOV [Ebert-Movies [Ent. Tonight % “Baby Geniuses" (1999, Comedy) Kaihleen Turner, Christopher Lioyd. [(853) # %% “Save the Last Dance" (2001, Drama) Julla Siles. * %) “Woll” (1994) Jack Nicholson-
[(:15) % “The Heart of Me” (2002, Drama) Helena Bonham Carter, Olivia | “Double Whammy” (2001, Gomedy) Denis Leary, Elza-](:35) # % * “Another Stakeout” (1993, Comedy) Richard Dreyfuss, Emilio Es- | % °A Place
14 | TMC |Wiiams, Paul Bettany. Premiere. A woman has an affair with her siser’s hus-  [beth Hurley, Steve Buscemi. A depressed cop and his chiro- |tevez, Rosie O'Donnell. An assistant district attorey joins an undercover patrol. |Called Truth”
nd. R’ (CC) practor start a romance. R (CC) PG-13 (CC (1997) R (CC)
Dragon Tales Zak [Zoom Bubbles. (E1] The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer (N) | The New This Old House Hour Exteri- [Antiques Roadshow Coslume designer]Soundmix: Five Young Musicians i |Charlie Rose Martin Scorsese. (N) (CC)|
24| PBS [and Wheezie argue(CC) (DVS) (cc) or window casings: vlor supply ;G Heads prsonl setches and s tans wih il lent Ieam
fireplace. (N) (CC) out one another' culture. (CC)
“## “Bowling for Columbine” (2002, Documentary) Fimmaker Michael Moore | * * “Die Anofher Day” (2002, Acton) Pierce Brosnan, Halle Berry, Toby 5) % “The Stickup” (2001, Cnme Drama) James Spader, Leslie Stefanson,
25 [SHOW [oamncs ‘qun violence in America. R’ (CC) Slophen. James Bord and an Amricensp rack a Norin Korean vlain PG-13 Davgcke\m Premiere. A burned-out police offcer becomes involved in a robbery.
) R'(CC)
[City Confidential Panama Gy, FL: Au-JAmerican Justice ‘The Periect Murder: [Cold Case Files A murder suspect con-]Biography in the News “Scatt Peter- _[MovieReal The Avialor” Leonardo Di-_|Crossing Jordan ‘Strangled” Staff stud-
27 | A&E |topsy of a Marriage’ Scandal rocks | The Shannon Mohr Story' Woman dies-[fesses aftr police take DNA samples |son” Scott Peterson is convicted of [Caprio porirays Howard Hughes in “The [ies 2 murder which coincided wit the
Florida's ‘Redneck Riviera” in alleged accident. (CC) im. (CC) Kiling his wife Laci. (CC) [Aviator” (N) (CC) Boston Strangler' spree.
[To Be Announced To Be Announced Superstructures [To Be Announced [To Be Announced [To Be Announced
28| DISC
29| TrC |Wezz Up Wazz Up [Star Crce Quest.[Viazl-ala Mo Kaya (n Tagelog) (05) Insider __[Kumusta Kabayan [Worning Star ‘(:40) Wasayang Tanghall Bayan
30 | CNN-| |2 King Live (CC) [CNNIWorld News ‘cwwa Sport _|Business International [AsiaTonight ‘sz Asia [CNNIWorld News ‘Werld Report |Biz Asia usiness Interna-
H nal
31| GOLF |Deutsche Bark Open Highiights [#U.S. Open Golf Highiights 9PGA Champlonship Hghigits |SEQUppinga | oWrats nthe |sFural Claslc ighights Tiger ONEC Invitational Highlights High-
Tiger Woods tops the 2002 field. Ba oo lights of the 2001 NEC Invitationa.
[Clean Sweep A man and wie wih sx_[In a Fix “Aquaword: A Sparky Story’ __[Overhaulin' “Twins Bel A" A 1962 Oﬂvwr Town A Geadly g afle 6ups bemen bank robbers and police off- | Overhaulin' “Twins Bel A" A 1962
32| TLC |computers and a huge shoe collection |Mark has been too busy helping others.|Chevy Bel A Chevy Bel A
need help. (CC) to fnish his own home.
iJack  [Dexter's Lal Kids [Justice League |Powerpuff Girls! [Cartoon Cartoon Cartoon shorts.  [Looney Tunes || Am Weasel |Whata Cartoon _|Scooby-Doo, Where Are You!
34 | TOON y [Next Door IShow
The Crocodie Huner Stev setches (fost Extrame Super Senes” Animal [ Amazing Animl Videos Good SamartPet Sty Daning dog eadng pooch;_[Animal o Houston The ostUn-|Amazing Aimal Videos Good Samar
35 | ANPL o someof Aficas mos posonols (s, human senses. (CC) ns save a moose; polar bears swim |brainy bird wanted” bears swi
with a Christmas ree. rots. (CC) Vi3 O e (cc)
Shorlves Watchin' [Strangers With | The Daily Show _[Mad TV NSYNC's Chis Kirkpalrick _|Crank Yankers |Reno 911! Offcers [South Park Wed- |Drawn Together |Shorties Watchin' [The Daily Show _[Drawn Together
36 | COM |Shorties Todd Bar- Candy Jerr wants [Bily Connolly. (CC) |guest stars. (CC) (cc) lcope with Haloween ding bells tollfor | The housemates |Shorties (N) (CC) [Katie Couric. (N)  [The housemates
y.(CC) to be queen. (CC) g, (0G) rebel. (CC) (cc) rebel. (CC)
Ridies ofthe Dead Sieflon k™~ Snake Wranlers Croc ChronilesTBultforthe Kl "Anbush nimas e Sectel China Theworids arges dam Norways Hidden Secrels Built for Destruction “Lightning” H
40 | NGC-A [Skeletons found in frozen Roopkund ~ [New kinds Toxic Crocs” Croc- |are designed to stak theirprey: [washes away an ancient way of lfe lightning has caused deaih and damage
Lake. snakes sougm Jodile survival. Jalong the Yanglze. throughout the worid.
42 | SPIKE |Words Wildest Poice Videos (CC) |CSI: Cime Scene InvesTigation War._|CST: Crime Scene nvestigation The —[WXC (N WXC [Hey! Spring of WG Denss vs. [WXC
rick investigates a drive-by shooting. _|investigators batte the clock Trivia (N) Explore
Reminglon Steele “Les Stcele a PIor [SL. Elsewhere Morison i furious when | The O.C. Secrets are revealed thal wil_|North Shore “Catwalk” Tessa models | The Fox Report With Shepard Smith | The Bub Newhart |The Bob Newhart
43 | FOX |Lata and Romingion mstaio a1 ond' datghor rfusd aoess o hange e Cohn amlforver. () whon  zhin desiners op model s (CC) Show Jerry wanis |Show Bob sees a
milion dia injured. (N) (CC) a new motorcycle._[psychologist
44| BET |06 & Park: Holiday Hook Up AJ & Fiee ply Sarl. (N) |BET Style al A-|The Parkers (CC) [Gifriends (CC) [ Soul Food Tris Gy i amang [Club Comic View Wichael Bonner. _|BET Nightly News |BET Style
bert Bird held hostage. (CC) (co)
INYPD Blue "Lucky Luciand” A young |Cops "Coastfo —[Cops “Coast o | The Investigators “Love Connecton” A [Forensic Files [Body of Evidence:|The Investigators “Las Vegas CSU: _|Hollywood Heat [Hollywood
46 | COURT |woman believes her twin ister o be the |Coast” Attempted | Coast” Son dam- an uses female bank managers 1o|Missing mai-order |From the Case [Against All Odds™ “Vear End Special” |Lawsuis target ac-
victim of foul lay. (CC) bicycle theft. (CC) |ages her home. | extort more than $1 milion. bride. Files N) tress
[The Simpsons | The Drew Carey |Star News Focus |Friends (CC) |Smallvile (CC) [Chronicle: News From the Edge My Big Fat Obnoxious Fiancé (CC) _|Friends (CC) |Smallville (CC)
48 |STRWLD|(CC) Show (CC) Asia
[The Golden Girls_[The Golden Girls_|“Eve’s Christmas" (2004, Comedy-Drama) Elfsa Donovan, Cheryl Ladd, SebasT-|“Stolen Miracle” (2001, Drama) Leslie Hope, Hugh Thompson, Marnie McPhal. | The Nanny Fran's [The Golden Girls
50 | LIFE |Blanches daughter |Rose returns to the [ian Spence. A woman gets a second chance to rethink a fasful decision. (CC) |A policawoman probes an infants Christmastime kidnapping. (CC) cousin dashes her |Sophia may move
v o Caliornia. (CC)
[7th Heaven ‘Baggage” Eric arranges for|7th Heaven The Camdens discover the | %% “Mitch Albom's The Five People You Meet in Heaven” (2004, Drama) Jon Voight, Ellen Burstyn, Jeff Daniels. | The 700 Club (CC)
51 |ABCFAM Peer an is dog o st g et it st v, iy and g Giangers nd ved onestake  dad man though s . ()
center 1 ing gfs. (CC)
ns That Made Britain “Ar-_|Modern Marvels “Runways” Runways _|Modern Marvels “Snackiood Tech” laska: Big America Vas! distances, extreme wealher and imposing landscapes |Modern Marvels The Alcan Highway”
53 | HIST o et narmot (GC) Py  ial o asthe aciconeof ae Poao cips:candy bars: Tnkies; prt snape e e o those ho com under Aackas spal (CC) The Alaskan highway takes 11,000 sok
n. (CC) is. (N) (CC) diers to buii. (CC)
30) %% “Our Lips Are Sealed” (.1 5) %% “How the Grinch Stole Chrlelmas (2000, Fantasy) Jim Carrey, Jef- | %% * “Solarls" (2002, Science Fictio) George Clooney, _ |(:40) # “In Hell" (2003, Action) Jean-Claude Van Damme,
57 | STRIV 2000 Adventure) Mary-Kate Olsen, irey Tambor, Christie Baranski. The evi Grinch plots to uin Christmas in Nataschs McERone areny Dtis. A pyohobogtencoun LaenceTaylr,Marie Alon. Prison nmats ot fortrl
Ashley Olsen, Jim Meskimen |V_Ihnmue, ters his late wife on a space sat [warden's amusement.
(5:30) Extreme _ |Total Adventure | Total Adventure _|River Caves of Mexico Explornga _[Different Ball __|Fantastic Voyage |Video Dwy [Extreme Lives: fly Right Foot Next Wave Sea__[Different Ball
58 | ADV 1 |Lives: My Right ~ |‘Canyoning Bor- Circumnavigating ~[passage o a rver gorge deepn the ~|Game Log relay sponges might fgh Game Log ey
Foot neo™Lows Guly. _|Austala Vayan jungle race. cer.
Bolling Points _|Boiling Points _[VivaLaBam _|VivaLaBam _|Viva La Bam Rock |Viva La Bam John-|The Real World | The Real World | The Real World _|The Real World MTV Cribs Snoop MTV Crbs 7
59 | MTV strs. ny Knoville Landon struggles to| ‘Phiadelphia’ (CC) [Flaunting fater- __(Sarahis family vis- |Dogg; Chingy:
ind his place. nization rles. (CC) Js. (CC)
Jice T fia _Juioe CalDogThe [fce s Tou oy (Gearedy Camp  SpongeBob SLAM: Speed Racer X and vacer e Brthers Gar COusn Sester | igue O gends of the
60 | NICK Rugrats/Spm\ge Thomberrys”  [Angry Beavers'  [Ginger" (Ghost sleuths'fnal |SquarePants (CC) (Zim cia (CC) (cc) Hidden Temple
Bob SquarePants” challenge.

JAPAN TV

Morning
6:45 Between the Lions (3)
8:00 Disney (12)

1:20 Overseas Drama: Kajsas Ko (3)

1:30 Golf: Big Four Players — Tiger Woods,
Annika Sorenstam, etc. (12)

5:00 Tokyo Bay Super Cup Soccer (42)

Evening

85 Grand Sumo 2004 Hihiights 1)

630 News

Fa0 Nk News (1)

500 2004 Athens Olympics Highiights ()1

12:45 Japan Senior High School Boys’ Soccer

120 lassigal Music: NHK Symphony Orches:
Beethoven's Symphony No.9 in D
Ninar “(Chorab (condtctor? Krzysztof
Penderecki
:05 US, Movie (2001): See Spot Run /U
Movie (1998): Paulie (4)

JAPAN TV-BS7

6110 Athens Olymics Best Selections: Wres-

in

7:10 Athens Olympics Best Selections: Base-

8:10 Athens Olympics Best Selections: Track
and Field

9:10 Athens Olympics Best Selections: Rhyth-
mic Gymnastics

10:10 Athens Olympics Best Selections:
Men's Marathon

11:15 CNN News

Afternoon

4:10 Keirin Grand Prix 2004

Evenin,

6:10 BS Documentary: Best Selections: Sui-
ide Bombin

7:10 BS Documentary:
dren in Irag

est Selections: Chil-

8:10 85 Documentary: Best Selections: The
Wall in Palest

10:10BS Ducumenmry Iragi Prison Abuse

11:50 CNN

12I0NFL; 52 San Diego Chargers vs ndianapo-
is

41085 Documentary: Diplomacy in Europe

5:10 BS Documentary: Powerful Tomado

Aftern
2303, Movie (000 Geppetto (130
Evening

7:00 NHK New:

123 Us. ?Aowe (1976): The Outlaw Josey

6:00 U.S. Movie (2002): The Hours (1:57)
11:40 US. Movie (2002): Sweet Home Ala-
bama (1:50)

Afternoon

1:30 U.S. Movie (2002): Trapped (1:50)

330 UEFA Euro 2004 Soccer: Semifinal:
Greece vs. Czech

" Sex and the City
" Sex and the Gity
Sex and the City
Sex and the City

Morning

6:00 Wake Up!

7:00 M Size Wednesday
8:00 Top Choice

430 TV Series:
5:05 TV Series:

10:00 Pure Music
10:30 World Selection
11:00 All the Best of MTV 2004 No. 17-No. 18

Afternoon

12:00 Al the Best of MTV 2004 — Ashlee Simp-
son No. 7-No.

1:00 All the Best of MTV 2004 — Pimp My Ride
No.7-No.8

2:00 Al _the Best of MTV 2004 Punk'd —

No.7-No. 8
3:00 Europe Music Awards 2004
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The Pacific Forecast Al and maps p by A e oroos
AccuWeather.com
o= P —
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Friday Today Friday
Mainiand Japan High Tide 2616 26116
kosuka 10:14am. 945pm. 10:50 am. 11:35p.m. Cold, rather Cu\d ‘with brisk| Snow showers | Cold with
Sasebo 1246am. 1:55pm.  200am. 246 pm. and squalls; | snow and
Korea cold furies
Cheju sland/Soguipo1240am. 143pm.  11éam  142pm
Kunsan Sdoam G1ipm  622am  643pm
Okinaws, Naha Sadam BsTpm f0iam 933pm | [SHANGHAI - TORYO
Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 11:10am. 853 pm. 11:43am. 9:35pm. Foday Friday " Td i
T oday Tiday
Mainland Japan Low Tide 3mns 323 B 4132 53139
Yokosuka 318am. 422pm.  356am. 559pm Cold; some | Cold winds, Chilly under | Cloudy, cold;
Sasebo 7:09am. 8:15pm. 8:02am. 9:26 p.m. rain, snow also sun clouds and rain, early
Korea sn E
Cheju sland/Soguipo 724 am. 826pm.  T3am  857pm
Kunsan 1228am 122pm  101am 1257 pm
Okinaws, Naha Oam Gizpm  343am  349pm (SOUTHERN JAPAN—|
[Guam, Apra Harvor ~ 347am. 434 pm  421am  520pm SOUTHERN JAPAN
® For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: Igg:isy legzy
139, Sesoko Byocht 11 nigh and low i ]
a1 High 2 low semabare. Bucknir Bay 44 Hgh 42 o China Chilly, windy; _|Blustery;
some showers | showers, even
E B [ :
urma
Taiwan A few showers | Windy, cool;
HONG KONG Showars
BANGKOK 7]
Today Friday [
sies ek Tt |Ereeana iy, v
unny artly to ailan chilly
mostly sunny GUAM
iopi Today gy
8577
= Woaty suny: |Siy
7 BN broczy " {showers: sun
Friday ) N
8371 8573 Gﬂo
Clouds and Partly sunny
g Friday °
89179
Partly to Partly sunny,
mostly sunny  |breezy
é As of 7 a.m. Wednesday, Tokyo time
= e (=3

Extended Forecasts

TOKYO KADENA
Saturday: Periods of clouds and  Saturday: Mostly cloudy,

sunshine, high 58, low 50.
high 42, low 29 Sunday: Periods of clouds and
Sunday: Mostly sunny, sunshine,

high 41, low 34. high 62, low 55.

SEOUL

Saturday: Mostly sunny,

high 22, low 14.

Sunday: Periods of clouds and

sunshine,
high 35, low 21.

MANILA HAGATNA
Saturday: Periods of clouds and  Saturday: Partly sunny,
sunshine, high 85, low 73. high 87, low 75.

Sunday Periods of clouds and Sunday: Periods of clouds and
su sunshine

ine,
hlgh 85 low 73.

u ,
high 85, low 77.

Tuesday’s USA Temperatures

Thursday, December 30

U.S. Extended Forecast

Pacific moisture will continue to

iy HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW
plague California Thursday. Rain wil

Dugueraue e L lndses fall in much of northern and central
Anchorage 258 Louisville 49/36 parts of the state, with snow in the
‘Asheville 4825  Miami 7362 higher elevations of the Cascades.
Baltimore 34128 Milwaukee 38/29 Rain and mountain snow wil affect
Birmingham 58/37  Nashville 56/37 the Pacific Northwest. Rain and snow
gismamk iggi gewxo'k g;g; showers will be found across the

oise maha Rockies. Low pressure will bring
Boston 3027 Orlando oais2 some rain and drizzle to the Midwest

rownsville 79/56  Philadelphia  33/28
Buffalo, 3326 Phoonix 8/54 and Great Lakes. Mild air will surge
Burlington 2821 Pitisburgh 30132 into the region ahead of the storm.
Charleston, SC  53/33  Portland, OR ~ 50/38 The Southeast will be dry with some
Charlotte 49128 Portland, ME  27/20 sun. On Friday, rain will continue to
Cleveland 38/33  SaltLake City ~ 49/38 fall in parts of California. The
Columbus, OH ~ 41/32  St. Louis 55/43 Southwest may have some wet
Duluth 28/13  SanAntonio  68/51

weather as well. In the East, scat-
El Paso 65/44  San Diego 64/56 W tered showers will be accompanied
Hartford 26/21  San Juan 85/72 g HoNowLy s | SO
Helena 3214  Tampa 71152 ot Qg em S by mild air.
Indianapolis 40133 Tulsa 63/46
Jacksonville 62141 Washington 37129
Kansas City ~ 56/40  Wichita 61/37
Thursday’s Pacific Temperatures Thursday’s World Temperatures

cry HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HIGHILOW cry HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 88/68 Iwakuni 41/33 Sasebo NB 45/35 Acapulco 88/72  Budapest 33/25  Kabul 41/14  Nairobi 83/56
Beijing 25/7  Kadena AB 65/55  Sapporo 26116 Athens 51/42  Buenos Aires  88/64  Kiev 27119 New Delhi 77144
Camp Casey 23/5  Kunsan AB 2917 Seoul 20/6 Auckland 69/57  Cairo 78/58  Kuwait 70/49  Oslo 3129
Christchurch 74/49 Kwajalein 87/79 Shanghai 37119 Baghdad 67/49  Cancun 81/65 London 53/46  Paris 6/39
Diego Garcia 85/76 Manila 8371 Singapore 8073 Barbados 87/70  Cape Town 69/50 Madrid 56/45  Rio de Janeiro 80/68
Hagatna 85/77 Misawa AB 2919 ydney 73/59 Barcelona 48/41 Geneva 36/35 Mexico City ~ 72/43 Rome 7/35
Hanoi 60/41 Osan 26/8 Taegu 33/16 Berlin 37/37  Istanbul 48/35 Montreal 31/28  St. Petersburg 23/20
Hong Kong 59/44  Perth 81/62  Taipei 64/43 Bermuda 65/58  Jerusalem 72/57 Mogadishu  91/74  Stockholm 40/34
Honolulu 81/73 Pusan 36/24 Tokyo 41132 Brussels 48/40  Johannesburg 87/61 Moscow 22113 Warsaw 33/27

Sell it.......Free!

Adverise your car, ruck, molorcycle,
o, or bicycl in Sipes frea!
gl On us]
Up 1o 7 lines of copy for 21day - res!
‘Call Classfed today o1 2293276
emal us o lssi ]

isepstripes.os
ducls only - na declers!
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Selling your couch, your
car or your Stephen
King

Free Ad Guidelines:

Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week!
Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the miltary community overseas. Ad
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details!

oler

+Fim s ol 000D D cars

o yourad b callng 2263276

it oy v e ke crages

un o 2days and on  space

Reach ual

Faxusat:
03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML)

Mail us at:
Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002

. - e bt o
Sell it FREE in Stripes | RSl autexnwor o OHWWW (Cvmmevma\)
classified pe e o o 011-81-3-3404-9447 (Overseas) | 229-3214 (Tokyo DSN] 12317 g, Wnaioku,
g o s et e vt parts 229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) lokyo 106-0032 Japan
oy ot mfomatn n o or 6457667 (Okinawa DSN) 7217141 (Korea DSN Emailus at:
rone s s Bogsocal 26275 || 771.7146 (Korea DSN) 6457667 (Okinawa DSN) dlassifieds@pstripes.osd.mil
Up to 32 words FREE for | ‘25525 Stees e terare
21 days! Deadiine toplace, cancel or make any change to an ad i five(5) business days prior o publishing date. If the
ad has 2 typographical eror, Pacifc Sars and Stipes' liabiity is o re-run the ad for one (1) additonal day on
””””””””””””””””””””””” 77| th et vl ssuedat Ay oher bl wthaerting st o g ot e (1)
Name, Phone. days afer the first nserton of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways
Address, All Classified Are Non-refundabl
Your ad Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all
organizations which provide a service of inerest o the miltary communiy (business advertisements). Al ads
at asassd belrs aceeptancs accmdmg o e morl e cgmentofPecc Stars ard Ses
Classiied_advertisements m e for our generl
miltaryifamiy readership. Pamrc Savs andS es has the right to E
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Skiing gives freedom to disabled racers

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

DENVER — Skiing is freedom to Joe
Tompkins and Chris Devlin-Young, a
chance to climb out of their wheelchairs
and regain some of the self worth lost in ac-
cidents that swept away the use of their
legs.
Personal fulfillment is only part of the
joy. By racing a high-tech chair strapped to
a ski at speeds up to 70 mph as part of the
U.S. Disabled Ski Team, Tompkins and
Devlin-Young are spreading a message of

“The main reason we're in it is to touch
other guys and gals who have disabilities,
to show them that life isn’t really over, like
I thought it was for a few years,” Dev-
lin-Young said.

Like most members of the team, Tomp-
kins and Devlin-Young use off days and
breaks in their schedule to visit schools,
hoping their stories can provide a lift to
kids who are down or an inspiration to
those who need a little nudge in the right di-
rection.

Tompkins, of Juneau, Alaska, also is
heavily involved in junior racing and con-
stantly trying to recruit new skiers, hoping
they can get the same joy from it that he

Devlin-Young offers advice and inspira-
tion at every turn, working with instructors
and coaches to give people with disabilities
an outlet for their frustrations.

“They definitely enjoy what they do and
they like to pass it on to other people,”
coach Kevin Jardine said.

“All the athletes on our team have differ-
ent reasons for doing it, and Chris and Joe
are old enough and mature enough and
been involved in the sport long enough that
they really enjoy that side of it. The fact
that they have been through what they’ve

Paralympic alpine skiers Chris Dev-
lin-Young, left, of Compton, N.H., and Joe
Tompkins of Juneau, Alaska, are involved in

i
U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colorado
Springs.

been through and have such a positive atti-
tude about it is really key.

And they have been through a lot.

A surfer growing up in Santa Cruz,
Calif., Devlin-Young was partially para-
lyzed below the waist in 1982 when, while
on a rescue mission with the Coast Guard,
his plane crashed into a mountain in the
Aleutian Islands. For two years, he grap-
pled with feelings that he was half a man,
raging and drinking to the point that he
wondered if he’d see his next birthday.

“I got seven speeding tickets in one
month and talked my way out of two others
when I was drunk,” said Devlin-Young,
who now lives in Campton, N.H. “I'm lucki-
er to be alive from the two years after the
disability than I am after the plane crash.”

Convinced by a friend to check out a
‘weeklong disabled veterans ski clinic, Dev-
lin-Young figured he had nothing to lose.
Now he’s coming off the best of his 11 sea-
sons and ready to make a run for a medal
in the 2006 Paralympics at Turin, Ttaly.

“Right away, I got hooked to skiing, got
hooked to racing and unhooked to being
angry,” Devlin-Young, who turns 43 on
Sunday, said. “Skiing really changed my
life. It gave me back adrenaline, it gave me
back control of my life, over my parts that
T'll never being able to control ever again.”

‘Tompkins knows all about losing control.

He was injured in 1988 when, as a
19-year-old, he hopped into the fmm seat
of a car being driven by a drunken friend.
The driver crashed into a tree, killing one
of the passengers and leaving Tompkins
with a broken back and paralysis from the
waist down.

Like Devlin-Young, he fell into depres-
sion, recklessly using drugs and alcohol to
fight his inner demons. Skiing later be-
came a way to break free of his wheel-
chair, but it was a pair of beaming eyes —
those of his son, Donald, born a month be-
fore the accident — that made him realize
life wasn’t over.

“At 21, T took a look at my son and said,
“That boy is never going to call anybody
dad, besides me,’” Tompkins said. “And
from then on I quit drinking and dmng
drugs and started to live my life again.”

‘ompkins, 36, got into skiing after a
friend at a wheelchair basketball game
asked if he had tried it. Though he was ten-
tative for a few years after watching a
friend’s fatal crash into a tree, Tompkins
‘won a World Cup race last year and was
bumped up to the “A” team this season.

“If you've seen a bald eagle up there
soaring around, just letting it go, that’s ex-
actly how I felt,” Tompkins said of his first
time out. “I felt like I was untouchable, I
was just going to glide around that snow.”
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6 Korea-based wrestlers
invited to All-Army camp

Stars and Stripes

Six South Korea-based soldiers have
been selected to attend the All-Army wres-
tling tryout camp Feb. 14 to March 20 at
the Army’s World Class Athlete Program
training center at Fort Carson, Colo.

Representing South Korea are James De
Groat, a 198-pounder from Camp Hum-
phreys; Shawn Glashauckas, 198 pounds,
Camp Kyle; Jermaine Hodge, 139 pounds,
Camp Stanley; Nelson Moody, 128 pounds,
Camp Essayons; William Snell, 152
pounds, Camp Casey; and Brian Yoder,
139 pounds, Osan Air Base.

They’'ll compete for berths on the
All-Army team, scheduled to compete in
the March 29-April 2 All-Armed Forces fre-
estyle and Greco-Roman championships at
the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Thursday
m.College football: In-
sight B Gregon Siace ve, Notre bare at
Phoenix (dld).
Sports, 6 a.m.-College football: ESPN

FN-
College Gaméday

rts, &0 aum. College football
Housmn o], Chlorado va- Sexas £ Bast at

‘AFi-Ailantic, 9 am.NBA: Houston at
cleveland.

1o, am-College football:
w\ Ohm tate vs. Oklahoma St

A\amu

v m. College basketball Ala-

Kms" e &olloge foothal: Alamo
io State vs. Oklahoma State at San

Friday
ollege football: ESPN

s,

meDay.
FN-Sports, 3 am.-College football: Conti-
ollege vs. North

Gllege football; Em-
erald Bowl, Navy vs. New Mexico at San Fran

cisco.
AFN-Sports, 10 a.m.-College football: Holi-
day Bowl, Tekas Tech vs. California at San

'"APN-Atlantic, 10 a.m.College basketball:
Gofzaga 2t Miourt

s, 1 pm.-College football
con va\f’" c\assm, Norinern finois vs. Troy

a pm.College basketball
Gonza%a at Miscourl (416,
.m. College football: Holi-
day Blzw\ s e ve. Lalfima st san
iego

Times Japan and Korea standard Time:
did indicates delayed broadcast. All listings
Sre BUbject o Chage Vst Wk myamagt
for more information.

College football

Bowl glance

mesaay. Dec. 14
New s Bowl

Southern M\ss\ss:pnlﬂ honh Texas 10
ec. 2

soris Bowl
" riando, Fla

Georgia Teghy 51' Sracuse s
esday, Dec. 22
fowl

! t: $750,000
Bowling Green 52, Memnms s 35
)
Fort Worth ﬁ'exas) Bowl
Cincinnati 32, Mvarsham

jawai
At Honolulu
Payout: $750,000
Hawaii 59, UAB 40,

day, Dec. 21
Mpe compums Bowl

Fresno State 37 \/|r%ma 3, 01
roit
1{ 750000
Connecticut 35 c\edo 10
day, Dec. 28
Inde;:eﬂ fence Bow!

3 Mvaml iomo) (8-4)
hne nix

g 750,000
Oregon State €5)1 vs Notre Dame (55)

Payout: $1.1 million
Texas-£l Paso (§:3) vs. Colorado (7-5)
‘Alamo Bowl
AtSan Antoni
Payout: $1.85 million
Ohio State (76 vs, Okiahoma State (7-4)
Thursday, Dec. 30
Continental Tire Bowl
At Charlotie, N.C:
ayout: $750,000
fgston Collégt B vs: North Carolina

Emerald Bowl
AtSanFranciseo
New Mexico (7 4) 5. Navy (6:2)
y Bowl
AL
 Payout:S2mi
California 0D V. Texas l'ech a9
on Valley Clas:
A .uuse.ca i

t: $750,000
Troy (7-4) vs. Noqhern lingis (83

o
A NSl Yamn.
Payout: $780,000
Alabama (6-5) vs, Minnesota (6-5)
Sun Bowl
AtEl Paso, T
Payout: $L5 million
Purdue (7-4) Vs, ﬁgmna State (8-3)

i
out: $158 millon
Boise state (1 m v3; Toutsuille (10-1)

hwl ?,
aua k e o AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press'
Florida State (§ 3) vs West Vlrglma ®3) wx)mer\'sD colle ge basketba\l PO\I with
Capital first-place votes S, recurds
At Orlando fIL (hmu h Dec. 26, tota pmnts hased
Payout: 2‘7 s for a first-place vote (hraugh u

lowa (5:2)vs. LSU pom( fo ' 25th-place vote and fast week's

At Pas; Record Pts Pvs
Fayout: Lisu (45) TR0 1155 1
Michigan (9-2) vs. Texas (I Duke 11 108 3
i ! Baylor 1 "9 3
At Tempe, 1 Texas 2 %3 4
Payout: $11- 5’ Stanford S
Utah (11-0) V3, Pittsbur & Notre Dame %05 7
on 7 North Carolina 190 &
St £ Tennessee 2 89 9
A 5 Ohig St 11 81910
oum 123351 st 13 Yomneatcat o En
Auburn (120 45 v-r inia Tech (10-2)  Connectic %
¢ g,lan.ll o 12 Mimesofa s
Trana dow Tex 2
Ak 1 Eoslon Elege 4 510 14
S i 5 a1
coroja -
Southern Cal 121 07:5 Dk\ahoma(lz o Jegeorga szl
3 ik, g
| DePau %
North vs. soulh o Viage o 20, Purdue 5 2821
tWest Shrine Classic 21, Arizonast 5 g7
S an Franciscs 27 Kansas St. 176 23
East vs. West 23N k] %g
. Rutgers
Saturday, Jan. 22 25 Newioxco, W
ers receiving votes:
Aina v, Kai 7t Maul, Hawail mOAES, Hoseton A Forian 2oy Vlrglma
K2 aturday, Jan, 20 Tech 21 Towa St 17, linols T <Ark s 15
turda. West Virginia
aen 14158 61N St o 6raban's, Utay 5. Make
North vs. South Forest b Chattanoda 4, Wis-Green Bay 2,

College basketbal Monday’s women’s scores
AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’
men's

. EAST
Connecticut 76, Gearge Mason 44
Rollins 68, Wayne. Mich. 47

College " basketoall poll, with  Aquinas 9, s Francis, .51
first-place votes in_parentheses, records jarke 84, Tri-State
thiough Dec. 26, total points based o Hunlmg(on s it
poinis Tor & first-place vote through one St Mary: e Chts o1
pov‘:( for a 25th-place vote and last week's &t xawer so‘ru#u& Calumet &0,
ttevi
Record Pts Pvs WIS Whitewatel 61 e Lumcran 61
1. llinols (55) 10 1779 1 UTHWE:
2. Kansas (13) 0 16%9 2 Albany, Ga. 63, Akansas Tech 61
3. Oklahoma St. (4) -0 1678 3 FAR WesT
i North Carolina 1 1530 4 izona 7, Washington
5. Wake Forest 101 1462 5 Arzona st &7, Was ms%ton st.39
& Duk .0 1438 6 Oregon 81, Cai
7. syracuse 1133 7 Stanford 83, Ore on St a5
& Rentucky. 1 1257 8 RNAMENT
& Georgia Tech 11225 9 F Hohday Giassic
10. Pittsburgh 0 LI61 10 irst Rour
11. Connecticut 1976 11 Palm Beach Atiantic 71, Monmouth, Il 56
i, E
. Washington
13 Arizona 7318
-4 Baseball
1N S & 18
NC. State
i f\aham ] Free agent signings
. Louisy NEW YORK (AP) — The 104 free agents
20 George Washington 420 who have signed, with name, ‘bosition:
21 Mississipoi . ara former cluy ifdifferent, and cortract, The
2.C 3822 contract information was obtained by The
Associated press from player and manage-
ANAHEIM (9 S\qned Sleve r.mem of, Los
Angeles,to $14 millon, two-year contiact
sv% d Esteban yan, mp e a3
ita wall omin o, two-year corrac; sianed PaulBy7d,
Miami3, WestVirgina s, Horida2, Fresnost.  p. Atanta oasasmnl one-year con®
tracr s\qned Qrlan oCabrera‘ s, Boston, to
million, four-year contra

Monday’s men’s scores “‘"'"","E @5

ct.
- Re-signed Bl surhoff,
ie-year contract!

EAsT vgne ris Gomeg, 56, Toroto: o a minor
Hofstra 66, Stony Eoash 54 Rance Comael Gaskond syned. Liove
e FJJS?EL':%"%‘;# s, milion,
lona 7 Rhede STON (7) — Re-signed Doug Mirabelli ¢

aaid 87 Miada Teanessee 62

niract o ngned
Md

Columbus .90, NG, Cental g9
) % sion Ao
Louisulle 10, Mo A’Q ‘ﬁ? iffon to-jear coﬁ-
i i Halama. thp, Tampa
virginia ech 67, Mg anst. 54 s m‘l\lw o, cmsetyLear clzgtrasﬁ%) Ao
jarfenteria s St (o to 340 miflon,
Alron 81, Oakland, Mich. folryear igned Watt Clamert:
Cincinnati 77, Miami (Oio) 53 gar contract signed Matt, Clemen
e s LongWa0d 79 Kosh 59 comra‘ ; * resigned ason
orth Ceni 5.-Oshkos
Nerthviestern 50, efavare St 43 arte 2 340 million, Tour-year con-
is-White eloi ‘CHicaGo (3) — Signed bustin Hermanson,
Wisconsin 85, W, Carolina 45 A0 ) ciaed pust e
SOUTHWEST Wo-year contrac: sianed Jerm;
Ark-Monticellg 104, Arkansas Baptist 55 Dakiiact 13 3 Sia 15 ion, Beansent S’
TOURNAMENT {ract Saned Orlando Hermandes. 15, Rew
¥ rktvan 65,10 an 38 million, two-year con-
. International 72, Colate 56 e D (2) = Re-signed Bob Wick-
Ohio 67, Bin math T m 283,75 million, one-year con-
Rokhsy ongs challenge frac e ot Hermande b 102 e
5 to'a $1. millon, one-year contra
otge Dame Coll T2, P Geach Aantic 69 - BEFROM (1) — Sned Troy POrcual. hp,
SOVpceni 108, Bethel T 16 01 Ananaim, 10 $12 million, ‘two-year con
Boond” KANSAS CITY (2) — Re:signed Kevin Appi-
Prnceton 55, Tiase 1 iy to 0 minor e e
UTER 89, Alabama St. 57 (5500,000); Saned Jose Lima.

e 938 B0 onc.yes Contract.

ITION fes,
Cent. Missouri 101, Dreambuidlers 77 MINNESOTA () Signed Juan Casiro, 3b,

TANK MCNAMARA

Cincinnati, to a $2.05 million, two-year con-
{ract: Sigried Wike Reamond, ¢, lorida, fo 4

L8 million, twe tract; re-signed
Brad Radie, ehp. 13 an $18 milion, two-year
comrac( e s-gnea Terry Mulho\\oand Thp, to

faﬁue ontract ($75(
TEWVORK Gy 2 -signed John Flaherty,

? o an $800,000, one-year contract: signet d
on,

o' 5car comrac Sianed Carf Pavano, rip.
e n 355 TR fouryear con:

ract,
SEATTLE (&) — Re-signed Dan Wilson, . to

3, 3175 millon, oneyear contract sigied
Richie Sexson, 1b, Arizona, to a $5(

four- Vearcomrack s\gned Adrian aeure 3.

Los Angeles,

ek Shouinced Ron VIlone, g, Actepted

salay arbiteation.

d Doug Brocail, r
X fllion, one Kear Contract; signed
Sandx AIomarJr &, lca%o White Sox,t0 3
t re-signe

Tiamiy Alexonad 3 to3 Hho! eagiason
fract (5385600 re—s\gnedmhnwasdm, rho,
to feague’ contract ' (5555.000):
swgncd Richard mdalgo, of, New York Mets
oa r‘m\lw n, ontract; signed
in

or
\ea?ue Contiact GR0000S 1&-sioncd David
Delucci, of, o $18 millon, two-year con

mnomo (q ~ Ressigned Greg Myers. .
contract (§700,000);
skaned Corey Koski, 3b: Minnesota, o a $17
lion, ihreb-year contract
10NAL LEAGU!
(z — Re-signed 0
cratken o1 o il eague comract
(750,000 slaned Troy Glaus, sb, A
(/3448 T Tour year contiict: o ned
fuss Ortiz r P, Allanta, 1o a $33 millon,
nifact sianéd Kelly Stinnett, ¢,
1555 miterleagte contract;
Siohed Royce Clayton, 55, Colorado, to
3 MY iract;, Signed
Crai Counsall, ss. Iwaukee, toa$3.I mil-
cuier co
CHLANTA (. = e

to

laned ulio Franco, 1b,
Atlanta, to a $1 million, one-year contract.
CHICAGO (4) — Re-signed Glendon Rusch,
P, to a $4_ million, two-year contra
re-4jgned Nomar Garciaparra, ss, {0 an
million, one-year_contract; re-signed Todd
Iker, 2b, t0 a $2.5 million, one-year con-
tract; signéd Henry Blanco ¢ Mi nhcsota, (0
2.7 milion, two-year co
SINCINNATI (5) e Sned Paul Wilson,
hip, to an S8 million, two-y
Sided David Weathers. rhp.

$135 muhon.onc-yearcomra ent
Mércker, I, Chic 2o mi \on,
two-year contract; signe 30,15
e o Sesr cantiadte s red

mil-

Eric iaton, Inp. Philadelphia to a $25:
contra

og, ree ez
RADO (2)  Re-signed Todd Greene,
$750.000. ne-year contract: re-sianed
Jamey Wright, rhp, to a $550,000, one-year
contract.
FLORIDA (5) - Resigned Damion Easley,
one-year
Fe'sighed Loy Hams, toa ming
contract, G425 Lelter,

6,0 ontra
HO! ~ Re-signed Jose Vizcaino,
ss. 0-a 3129 mllion, one- -year contract;
“signed ~ Grlando_Palmer an

million, one-year coi
10.Drew, of, Rtanta, to a $55

gne
million, five-year contract

MILWAUKEE (1) — Signed Damian Millr, ¢,

Oakland, to an $8.75 million, three-year con’

néd
one-year contr zc!

NE Re-: Smned Kris Benson,
i t0 BT illon: hree-year contract;
re-s s\gned Mike DeJean, r

o, 102 S65 mil
siged Todd pratt, . t6 a
gontract re-signed & Rheal on m\er‘ \hp‘ foa
$5.25 mi ontract; signed Jon

0
tract; re-: s\gned Matt Morrls, i, to'a $2.5
million, contract:’ signed Einar
Blaz, ¢ Montraal o a 3800000, one-year con-
tract; Signed Mike Myers, Ihp, Boston, fo a
$600,000, one-year contract.

RY, YOU'VE BEEN BUMPED
BYA I-\IBI—\GR VRYORYT

STARI UM TICKETS TO THE Y CONTRIBUTL
TO THE ATRLETIC PEPARTMENT.

EAME WEREN'T THERE!
A\ | HAVE YOUR PHONE

{ NUMBER, PLEASE ?

FEY, | WENT TOQN\LL CALL AT THE)

SANDIEGO (5) - Signed Rudy seancz,rhp,

Florida, to 0,_one-year contract:

signed pennys Reyes, fnp Kansas City tod
Year ct ned Woody

Willams, Tho. st et m a%xs milion,

gnevear contract, signc ?

Fexab, fo @ SI i Cyear Conl fact!

sianed Wark Sweeney. of. Colorado,

$575000, one.year contract

VsAll FRANCISCO (6)

iz

oS e S " Riion,
thieeyedr conlracl S8nca Nk Matheny:
&St Louts, o a 103 milon, three-year con:
i d Jeft Fassero, T, Arizona, o &
gue” contract;_re3igned ason
Christianson. e, Tillion,
gne-year contra s\1g3 J ueises Alou, of
Chicago Cubs, to a $13.25 million, two-year
PANESE CENTRAL LEAGUE

IAF
YOMIURI (1) - Signed Gabe Kapler,of Bos-
ton, to a one-year contract

World Junior Championships

Group A
Team P'W D L GF GA Pts
United States 220011 84
Czech Republic 21018 62
Ussia 21018 62
Switzerland 21019 62
Belarus 2002 2120
Group B
canada 220015 44
Finland 21014 32
Sweder 2101 7 82
Slovakia 2io1 513
Germany 002 1100
Saturda, giei.zs
‘Grand For
Ganada. Slovak\a3
United

N elkverhlls.an.
Grech Republic 7, Belaru
Finland 4, Ger,

un Dec. 26
orks,
Jf rics, N.D.
switzerland 5. 54
ATHer mm Falls, Minn.
Sweden 6, Germ:
¢, Dec. 27

fon
At Grand Horks, NO.

canada 8, Sweden
United States 6, Sw\ erland
f River Falls, Minn.
Russia 4, Czech Republic 1
Slovakia 2, F\ma

Dec. 28

AL Crang Forks, .
Germany vs. Car

f River Falls, Minn.
Russia vs. Be\arus
!dﬂy. Dec. 29
N.D.
Czech REDubhc Vs, Swlizerland
Belarus VS u
‘Thief River Falls, Minn.
Finland VS4 Sweden
Slovakia vs. German
l‘hurida Dec. 30
Gnl!d orks, N.D.
Canada vs, Fi
United States VS CZECh Republic
At Thief River Falls, Minn.
Switzerland vs Russ\a
weden vs. Slovaki
salurdaty Jan. 1
At Grand 0"51 N.D.
SR A fourth RSt 5. Group 8

fifth-
Quarterfinal1
Group A runner-up vs. Group B third-place

Group 8 runnefeup V. Group A third-place

at Gmnld ‘ullis, .
Group B fourth-place. vs. Group A
fifth-place P P
Group B winner Ve Quarterfial 1 winner,
S1505 R Viner v2 QUarterinal 2 Winner

Group A i mnrgwace W Group B fith place.
lSEQup A folrin place v5. Group &
Fifth Place

Ouzr(erﬂnal Igsers

, Jan. 4

At Ciand dris, No.
y “Third P
Semifinal losers
Championship

Semifinal winners

Monday’s transactions

iational League
CHICAGO CUBS—Agreed to terms with Of
Toud Hollangsuioreh on 2 one-year ccmrac(

s wit
s ot

‘with OF Moises Alou on a two-year contract.
e ional Basketball Association
raded G David
WSty 0 HUion 0 € Jm Jackson and ¢
Bostjan Nachbar. Waived G Alex Garcia and
F Lonny Baxter.
LAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Signed C Ha
RAPTORS—Placed C_Alonzo
ng on the injured fist. Aciivated C
Ralae\ Aranﬂtl)from the injured ist.
(o Eisley on
o e Cfvated & Reith McLeod
Hom the Siorea it
BALL
National Football L
MINNESOTA VIKINGS—bicked up the 2005
option on Mike Tice, coach.

AAUBURN—Agreed to terms with Tommy Tu-
bervile ootball coch, on a seven-year con-

uvmnsmk:— Named Ben Coates football

FATE—Announced junior G Ricardo
ammgs Totie men's basketballteam.
T, JOHN'S—Susi junior F_Rodney
EpFerson N Gernicey rom the tervs baskel
‘team.
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0’Neal scores 31 as Heat win
franchise-record 12th straigh

Home attendance of 20,291 also best ever for Miami

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Shaquille O'Neal
was banged up and sore, but still
made his presence felt in a big
way.

O’Neal scored 31 points despite
playing with a sore back and ribs,
and Dwyane Wade added 27 as
the Miami Heat set a franchise
record with their 12th straight
win, a 116-102 victory over the At-
lanta Hawks on Monday night.

The Heat, playing for the first
time since their much-hyped
Christmas Day overtime vlctory
against Kobe Bryant and the Lak-
ers, eclipsed their mark for con-
secutive wins set in 1997. Miami
also set a franchise mark for
home attendance with 20,291.

O'Neal wore a sleeveless
T-shirt and padding underneath
his jersey. He said he felt sore
after the game against the Lak-
ers, but can’t recall a specific play
when the injury took place.

“My back was sore. The flak
jacket felt good, so I plan to wear
it the rest of my career,” O'Neal
said.

It didn’t appear there was any-
thing wrong with him. O'Neal
made 10 of 14 shots from the
floor, getting started with a pair
of dunks in the opening minutes.
He was uncharacteristically effec-
tive at the foul line, making 11 of
14 attempts in his 32 minutes.

“I wanted to come out aggres-
sive and take my mind off my
sore back,” O’Neal said.

Wade, who sparked Miami’s
victory against the Lakers with 29
points, followed that up with an-
other solid performance, adding
three rebounds and nine assists.

After getting two close victo-
ries on the road against the Kings
and Lakers to complete a 2-0 trip,
the Heat survived a scare from
the Hawks, who have the league’s
second-worst record.

“This win streak has shown us
what we have as a team when we
win close games,” Wade said.
“We've been doing it in the big
stages and it proves where this
team is headed.”

Antoine Walker, Tony Delk and
Predrag Drobnjak each scored 16
points for the Hawks, who lost for
the sixth time in seven games and
fell to 2-10 on the road.

The game turned in Miami’s
favor toward the end of the third
quarter. Trailing 78-72, the Heat
ran off 13 straight points and
closed the period with a 16-2
spurt to grab an 88-80 lead. Wade
triggered the surge with three as-
sists and seven points.

Walker hit a pair of free throws
for the Hawks to cut the gap to
106-100 with 2:29 left. But Chris-
tian Laettner hit two free throws
and then converted a three-point

play to extend Mlami’s lead to
111-100 with [0 g0.

“Twelve wins in a row is mcred-
ible,” Miami's Eddie Jones s:
“It’s a confidence booster. We be-
lieve when things aren’t going
great that we can come back.”

The Hawks put together a
strong second quarter, led by
newly acquired nn Lue’s
nine points, and led 56-55 at half-
time.

In the end, though, it was too
much of O’'Neal and Wade, who
combined for 58 points, 10 re-
bounds and 11 assists.

“They’re an awesome team,”
Hawks coach Mike Woodson

aid.

“When you get off to a start like
they have, they know that they’re
playing for a title. They have a le-
gitimate shot of coming out of the
East and getting to the Finals.
They're a team that’s playing
with a purpose right now.”

O'Neal started strong, with a
pair of dunks in the opening min-
utes. A woeful 44 percent shooter
from the foul line this season,
O'Neal easily had his best night at
the stripe.

“Maybe he should wear that
brace all the time,” said Hawks
center Jason Collier, who drew
the assignment of guarding
O’Neal.

“The way he was hitting his
free lhrows, it was a good night
for him.”

AP

Miami Heat’s Shaquille 0’Neal shoots over Atlanta Hawks’ Jason Collier

the Heat’s 116-102 victory Monda

Miami. O'Neal scored 31

points despite playing with sore ribs that required protective padding.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
i< pivision

w GB
New York 15 13 5% -
oston 1214 42 2
Philadelphia 1214 482 2
New Jersey 17 36 5
ronto 10 19 345 5%
Southeast Division
ami 23 7 767 —
Orlando 576
Washington 576
Charlotts 22 13
Atlan 192 16
Cleveland 593 -
roi 581
indiana 500 2%
Chicago 360
Milwaukee 716 304 7

B
san Antonio 2 6 78 -
i8 10 643
Houston 1314 481 8%
Memphis 1317 433 1
New Orleans 2 25 074 194
ttle 2 00
Minnesota 16 10 615 4%
Portland 1313 500 7%
er 1315 464 8%
1117 393 10%
Pacific Division
Phoenix 23 889
Sacramento 17 9 65
LA. Lakers 1412 58 9%
LA, Clippers 12 1 62 11%
Golden State 18 357 14%

Memphis 9 LA Clippers 76
seattle 98 Utah

111, Portland 104
Golden State m Denver 101

Cleveland at Aanta

Do at san Antonio
New Jersey at Chicago
Boston at Dallas
Philadelphia at Seattle
Toronto at LA. Lakers

Wednesday's games
Houston at Cleveland
Detroit at Washington
Milwaukee at Orlando
Indiana at Charltte
Minnes ew York

ftah at LA, Clipp:

Toronto at Golden state
wrsday's games

Seattle at Atlanta

Indiana at New Jersey

Miami at Detroi

San Antonlo at Portiand

Monday
Knicks 119, Magic 111
NEW ~ T.Thomas6-152-2 15, K.Tho-
mas 7-14 0-0 14, Mohammed 25 1- ot
ton 6-9 1-3 15, Marbury 13-21 5-; riza2-6
0-( 04 Sweelnev3 -4 5-1 7 11‘ J W\IhamsA 57 10
15, Norris 3 7 0-06. T
Hill 4 Jﬂ S-JZ ]7, Howard 35

u y
510, roxalsxz Sk
New Yo 3 4124 24-119

Oriando, 24 30 30 27-111

S5 Polot Goalstew Vork 817 (Mar.
Hou T.Thomas 1-6, K.Tho-

iando 513 (Mobley

by Turko \u i34 Gam!y nl) Fouled out-

jone. R 14 (K.Thomas
59 Olanco 58 (Batie 10, Asgste- Now Ve
29, (Marbury 7). oriando 12 Francis 5. Total
fout Orlando 25. Techni
oo eansive " Thvee
A=17,283 (17,248).

Wizards 106, Bobcats 87

TTE — Wallage 611 14 14, Okt

Second.

e
123 Dvxon14005 rmalsw 73 zz 0 106,

washlngtan 30 3 24 22108
hre: Goals—Charlotte
(kom0 3+ -5, wallace mih
03, Bng 2 (A

o3 Do 2 Hghes 1o ics 0.1, Hayes
0-1; Blake 0-3). Fouled olit—None. Rebound

~Charlotts 48 (Okafor 11), Washington 48
Guftin 1. Resiste-_Charltte 26 (Hart I
Wathington 1 (anes ), Totat fouise-char
o B3Rt an 8 - 36333 (o678

Pacers 100, Hornets 82

QRLEANS — Nailon 12-18 4

n 3-8 3-49, Smith 4-15
130414, C Eawarda 0 0.3
5, Andersen 2-2 1-2 5. Totals

28 82

IANA — ~ Curry 0-03-43, O'Neal 7-15 2-4
16, Foster 3-6 2-48, Miller 8-15 6-6 24, Tinsley
462211, Johnson 1-3 0-0 2, Croshere 15 6-6
8 Flones 3:6 33 11, Harrison 6-8 3.4 15, Gill
| Edwards 11 0-0

“New Orleans 192218 23— 82
I  22-100

@u
- Jones

ere 0-D) Fouied out—CEdw
Orle:

Technical—Davis. Flagrant foui—C.Edwards.
A=16,930 (18,345).

Heat 116, Hawks 102
LANTA — JSmith 3-62- z;a‘wa;kers -1

1:9 77 10, Haslem 4-9
, D.Jones 39 2:2

239,
34 Doolig 2:4 0:04, Laettner
43-3 11. Totals 40-78 32-38 1

6, Ch
iami ue ©énes

s zs, Rasut
. Jones 1-5, Dooling 0-1). Fou —Col
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Struggling Nuggets fire coach Bzdelik }

Assistant Cooper to take over underachieving team on interim basis

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

DENVER — Jeff Bzdelik was
fired Tuesday as coach of the Den-
ver Nuggets, who are on a
six-game losing streak and strug-
gling despite the addition of
Kenyon Martin this season.

Assistant Michael Cooper was
appointed interim coach.

“Right now, I really felt the
team needed a change,” Nuggets

General  Manager  Kiki
Vandeweghe sai
“Sometimes nothing  the

head coach is doing wrong. It's
just that a change of voice some-
times is the positive.”

Bzdelik is the first NBA coach
to be fired this season. Denver
was expected to move near the
top of the Western Conference
after signing Martin, an All-Star
power forward. So far, however,
the Nuggets have been hurt by in-
juries and inconsistency.

‘The Nuggets started the season
‘without power forward Nene and

have used 10 different starting
lineups, with star forward Carme-
lo Anthony missing the past five
games with a sprained ankle.

Shooting guard Voshon Lenard,
Denver’s only legitimate outside
shooting threat, was lost for the
season with a torn Achilles’ ten-
don in the opener.

Denver opened the season 2-5,
won 10 of its next 12 games and
has lost eight of its past nine, drop-
ping to 1315 after a 104-101 loss
to Golden State on Monday night.

It wasn't just the losses — it
was the way Denver was losing.

Denver lost six games by at
least 14 points and was lethargic
in several others. The Nuggets
have struggled defensively, par-
ticularly inside, and that has pre-
vented them from utilizing their
fast-break offense, one of the
Keys to their success last year.

The low point came in a nation-
ally televised 19-point loss to
Cleveland on Dec. 3.

Bzdelik said he wasn't sure
which team was going to show up

from game to game and even
questioned whether his team was
in shape — suggesting the Nug-
gets may have been tuning him

out.

“I didn’t feel like the team was
responding the way we had
hoped,”  Vandeweghe  said.
“These things don’t happen over-
night, it’s an evolution. I can’t pin-
point when this trend started, but
it started a while ago.”

Bzdelik was a longtime assis-
tant and scout under Pat Riley in
Miami and New York before get-
ting his first head coaching job
with the Nuggets in 2002. Though
Denver  struggled to a
league-worst 17-65 record in his
first season, Bzdelik was credited
with turning the Nuggets into a
hardworking, defensive-minded
team.

A roster overhaul and the addi-
tion of Anthony made all the dif-
ference last season. The Nuggets
improved by 26 games to 43 wins
to reach the playoffs for the first
time in nine years.

Through all the success, Bzde-
lik wasn’t able to get any security
from  the front  office.
'Vandeweghe refused to give Bzde-
lik a contract extension last sea-
son and it seemed the only reason
he was back this year was be-
cause of a contract clause that
called for his option to be picked
up if the Nuggets reached the
playoffs.

It was a situation that may have
had Bzdelik, 73-119 in just over
two seasons with Denver, looking
over his shoulder.

“Do I think I'm responsible?
Yes, I take responsibility,”
Vandeweghe said. “At the end of
the day I take responsibility for
all the things that go on here.
These are my decisions and some
of them are not fun decisions to
make.”

Cooper, a member of the Los
Angeles  Lakers' “Showtime”
teams of the 1980s, coached the
Los Angeles Sparks to two WNBA
championships and a finals ap-
pearance in four years before join-

AP

lJeff Bzdelik was 73-119 in just
over two seasons as the coach of
the Denver Nuggets.

ing the Nuggets as an assistant
this season.

“This is tough, but my goal now
is to get us playing a little better,”
Cooper said.

“We’ll concentrate on defense
and just try to continue the win-
ning ways this team ended last
season and sort of started with at
the beginning of the season.”

Leg cramp, loss spoil
Carter’s Nets debut

The Associated Press

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. —
Vince Carter is glad he won't see
the Palace of Auburn Hills again
this season.

At least not until the playoffs.

Carter scored 23 points in his
debut with New Jersey but left in
overtime with a cramp in his left
hamstring, and the Nets fell to the
Detroit PAstons 100-90 on Mon-
day night.

“Pm OK — it just cramped up,”
Carter said. “I'll be fine as soon as
1 get some fluids into me.”

The game was his first since he
strained an Achilles’ tendon in
Toronto’s 90-86 overtime loss to
the Pistons on Dec. 8. He was trad-
ed to the Nets on Dec. 17.

“I guess this is twice here, but
I'm sure the cramps would have
happened anywhere,” he said. “T
played a lot of minutes in my first
game back, and I guess I got dehy-
drated. I felt good until then, and
my Achilles’ is fine.”

He didn’t start, but played 42
minutes and shot 8-for-19.

“Vince is one of the top players
in the league, and we fully expect
him to have a bright future in New
Jersey,” Nets coach Lawrence
Frank said. “He was under a lot of
pressure tonight, and he respond-
ed extremely well.”

Richard Hamilton scored a sea-
son-best 37 points for Detroit,
which overcame a late eight-point
deficit in the fourth quarter.

“In the last two games, the
coaches have definitely given us a
lot more freedom to do things on
offense,” Hamilton said.

Tayshaun Prince had 18 points
and nine rebounds and matched a
career high with seven assists.

Knicks 119, Magic 111: Ste-
phon Marbury scored 34 points in
visiting New York’s best offen-

sive  perfor-
mance of the
season.

Kurt  Tho-
mas,  Allan
Houston and
Jerome Williams added 15 points
apiece for the Knicks, who set sea-
son highs in points and assists
(29) and tied their season high for
field goals made with 46.

Steve Francis scored 25 points
and Cuttino Mobley added 24 for
Orlando, playing for the first time
after a four-day layoff.

Pacers 100, Hornets 82: At In-
dianapolis, Reggie Miller scored
24 points and Jermaine O’Neal
added 16 to go with 11 rebounds
for Indiana.

O’Neal was 7-for-15 in his sec-
ond game after missing 15 for his
role in a brawl with Detroit fans
on Nov. 19.

Lee Nailon had a season-high
28 points for New Orleans, which
has lost sixth straight and 17 of 18.

Wizards 106, Bobcats 87: At
Washington, Larry Hughes had
20 points and Gilbert Arenas 17
to lead the Wizards, who bounced
back from tying a season low for
points in a 109-74 loss at Minneso-
ta on Sunday.

Emeka Okafor had 18 points
and 11 rebounds for Charlotte, ex-
tending his streak of consecutive
double-doubles to 16.

Grizzlies 96, Clippers 76: At
Memphis, Tenn., Pau Gasol had
18 of his 24 points in the first half,
and the Grizzlies rolled over
slumping Los Angeles.

Bonzi Wells added 18 points for
Memphis, which snapped a
two-game losing streak. Corey
Maggette scored 14 points for the
Clippers, losers for the seventh
time in eight games.

roundup

During his first game with the
team, New Jersey Nets’ Vince
Carter is taken off the court be-
cause of an injured hamstring
during overtime against the De-
troit Pistons at the Palace in
Auburn Hills, Mich. on Monday.
The Pistons defeated the Nets
100-90.

SuperSonics 98, Jazz 88: At
Salt Lake City, Rashard Lewis
scored 22 points and Ray Allen 19
as Seattle won in Utah for the first
time in nine tries.

Matt Harpring scored 22 points
for the Jazz, who lost for the fifth
time in six games. Utah, last beat-
en at home by Seattle on Feb. 1,
2000, committed 23 turnovers.

76ers 111, Trail Blazers 104:
At Portland, Ore., Allen Iverson
overcame early >huuung prob-
lems to score 28 points for Phila-
delphia.

The Blazers got a season-high
28 points from Darius Miles and
25 from Zach Randolph. Andre Ig-
oudala added a career-high 22
points for the 76ers.

Warriors 104, Nuggets 101:
At Oakland, Calif, Mickael Pi-
etrus scored a career-high 24
points and Golden State won
three straight for the first time
this season.

Rockets acquire Wesley,
trade Jackson, Nachbar

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — The New
Orleans Hornets traded longtime
shooting guard David Wesley to
the Houston Rockets for 13-year
veteran Jim Jackson and Bostjan
Nachbar, team officials said Mon-

day.

“Jim and Bostjan are going to
fit well into our system and
should be able to help us with
their offensive skills,” Hornets
General Manager Allan Bristow
said in a statement. “We’re opti-
mistic that the addition of these
two players and the return of
some of our injured players will
give us a great boost on the
court.”

New Orleans is 2-24.

Jackson, who plays shooting
guard and small forward, holds
career averages of 15.2 points, 4.9
rebounds and 3.4 assists. The
6-foot-6 journeyman has spent
time with Dallas, New Jersey,
Philadelphia, Golden State, Port-
land, Atlanta, Cleveland, Miami
and Sacramento in addition to
Houston, where he signed as a
free agent before last season.

Nachbar was selected by the
Rockets with the 15th overall
pick in the 2002 NBA Draft. The
6-9 Slovenian forward averaged
2.8 points and 1.4 rebounds in his
first two seasons with Houston
and had averaged 3.1 points and
1.9 rebounds in 16 games with the
Rockets this season.

The Hornets were in Indiana
for a Monday night game with the
Pacers. Jackson and Nachbar
were expected to go directly to
New Orleans and join the Hor-
nets for their next home game
Wednesday night against Phoe-
nix, team spokesman Harold
Kaufman said.

Houston’s next game is Tues-
day night in Milwaukee.

Briefs

Wesley played for the Hornets
since the opening of the 1997-98
season, compiling averages of
14.7 points and 4.6 assists. Wes-
ley grew up in Texas and played
in college at Baylor.

Raptors place Mourning
on injured list; activate Araujo

TORONTO — The Toronto Rap-
tors placed newly acquired cen-
ter Alonzo Mourning on the in-
jured list Monday, making room
for center Rafael Araujo on the ac-
tive roster.

Mourning was acquired earlier
this month from New Jersey in a
trade involving Vince Carter. But
Mourning has not reported to Tor-
onto and may never play for the
Raptors.

The NBA veteran wants to join
a contender, and he is in Florida
healing various injuries. The Rap-
tors will likely buy out his con-
tract.

‘The 34-year-old center, who un-
derwent a kidney transplant in
2003, didn’t have to pass a physi-
cal for the Dec. 17 trade to go
through.

Van Horn on injured list

MILWAUKEE — Bucks for-
ward Keith Van Horn was put on
the injured list Tuesday because
of an ailing right ankle.

had missed the past 10
games with tendinitis in the ankle
and will be out at least two more
weeks, Bucks General Manger
Larry Harris said.

Van Horn has averaged 17.2
points and 8.2 rebounds in 13
games this season. He is Milwau-
kee's third-leading scorer and top
rebounder.
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Yanks, Red Sox, Angels to pay luxury tax

Devil Rays have lowest payroll in majors for third straight season

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Yankees
are paying more in luxury tax
than the Tampa Bay Devil Rays
spent on their payroll.

New York is required to pay
$25,026,352, according to a Dec.
21 memorandum that was sent to
all major league teams.

Two other teams also owe
money for exceeding the payroll
threshold of $120.5 million: Bos-
ton must send $3,155,234 and Ana-
heim $927,059. Checks for the
competitive-balance tax, as it is
formally known, are due at the
commissioner’s office by Jan. 31.

“The CBT is now an important
part of baseball’s economic land-
scape,” Red Sox owner John
Henry said in an e-mail Monday.

“From my perspective, even
though it costs us, the stronger
the CBT is in the future, the stron-
ger the sport is going to be. It is a
much more productive form of
taxation than that of strictly reve-
nue taxation because the econom-
ic incentives for teams are not
damaged.”

Tampa Bay, meanwhile, fin-
ished with the lowest payroll for
the third straight season. At $24.4
million, the Devil Rays had the
lowest figure for a 25-man roster
since 2000.

In 2003, the first year of the
new luxury tax, the Yankees
were the only team to pay, owing
$11,798,357, ling to the
tean’s latest Vlsed bill. Because
they exceeded the threshold a sec-
ond time, the Yankees were taxed
at a rate of 30 percent for the

2000 04 Basehall payrnll compansnn
NEW YORK aseball
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amount they were over. Boston
and Anaheim were taxed at a 22.5
percent rate.

If the Yankees go over the 2005
threshold of $128 million, which
appears certain, they would be
taxed at a 40 percent rate.

New York also estimates it will
give up about $60 million as part
of baseball’s revenue-sharing
plan this season, meaning the
Yankees will send the commis-
sioner’s office about $85 million
of their estimated $315 million
revenue in 2004. Boston’s reve-
nue-sharing payment is estimat-
ed at approximately $42 million
on revenue of at least $220 mil-
lion.

The Yankees easily finished
ahead of other teams in the regu-

lar payrolls figures for the sixth
straight season, winding up at a
record $187.9 million, $18 million
above the previous mark they set
in 2003.

Boston, which overcame a 3-0
deficit against the Yankees in the
AL championship series and won
the World Series for the first time
since 1918, was second at $130.4
million.

Anaheim, defeated by the Red
Sox in the first round of the play-
offs, was third at $115.6 million,
followed by the New York Mets
($103.2 million), Los Angeles
($101.7 million), the Chicago
Cubs ($100.7 million) and Phila-
delphia ($97.4 million).

St. Louis, swept by Boston in
the World Series, was eighth at
$92.8 million.

At the other end, Milwaukee
was 29th at $29.6 million, down
from $43.3 million, and Pitts-
burgh was 28th at $32.5 million,
down from $53.3 million.

Texas fell from fifth at $103.3
million to 13th at $79.2 million, At-
lanta went from sixth at $98 mil-
lion to 12th at $79.4 million, Seat-
tle dropped from seventh at $97.7
million to 11th at $81.8 million
and Arizona declined from 11th
at $83.8 million to 15th at $68.4
million.

Anaheim rose from 12th at $80
million to third, the Cubs in-
creased from 10th at $84 million
to sixth and Philadelphia went up
from 15th at $71.5 million to sev-
enth.

Payrolls include salaries, pro-
rated shares of signing bonuses,
earned bonuses, buyouts of 2004
options and cash transactions.

For the luxury tax, which is
based on 40-man rosters, the aver-
age annual values of contracts
and includes benefits, the Yan-
kees finished with a payroll of
$203.9 million, while Boston was
at $134.5 million and Anaheim at
$124.6 million.

Many midlevel teams appear to
be spending money on free
agents this offseason, possibly be-
cause of the shift in economics
created by increased revenue
sharing. That could push the aver-
age salary higher next season.

According to the players’ associ-
ation, the average dropped 2.5
percent this year to $2,313,535
from $2,372,189, the first de-
crease since 1995 and only the
third since record-keeping began
in 1967.

Arizona, N.Y.
still pursuing
Johnson deal

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Yankees
and Arizona Diamondbacks
talked Monday night for the first
time since the collapse last week
of a three-team, 10-player trade
that would have sent Randy
Johnson  to

New York.

Yankees
President M,I'B
Randy Levine briefs

spoke with in-
coming Arizo-
na chief executive officer Jeff
Moorad. No progress was made,
and the sides planned to talk
again later in the week.

The proposed trade came apart
last week when Los Angeles re-
versed course and withdrew.

Ex-Blue Jay Ault's death
was a suicide, officials rule
CLEARWATER, Fla. — The

death of former Toronto Blue
Jays first baseman Doug Ault
was ruled a suicide, the medical
examiner said Tuesday.

Ault died Dec. 22 at 54 of a
self-inflicted gunshot wound to
the head at his Tarpon Springs
home.

Tarpon Springs police had sus-
pected Ault’s death was a suicide,
Sgt. Jeff Young said. The pohce
declined to elaborate, citing the
pending investigation.

Ault became part of Blue Jays
lore when he hit two home runs
in the first game of the expansion
team’s history. With a snow
storm in Toronto and a cold wind
blowing off Lake Ontario, he hom-
ered twice off Ken Brett in the
Blue Jays’ 9-4 victory over the
Chicago White Sox at Exhibition
Stadium on April 7, 1977.

Ault hit only 17 homers during
his four years in the majors.

Sorenstam again voted Associated Press’ female athlete of year

The Associated Press

Golfer Annika Sorenstam is the Associat-
ed Press Female Athlete of the Year for the
second straight year. Sorenstam received
40 first-place votes and 263 points.

Diana Taurasi, who led Connecticut to
the NCAA women’s basketball title and
then captured the WNBA Rookie of the
Year award, finished second. She had 15
first-place votes and 154 points, two more
than Russian teen tennis sensation Maria

Sharapova.

Sorenstam’s year began with a win in the
ANZ Ladies Masters on Australia’s Gold
Coast, making up a four-stroke deficit at
the midway point by closing with a pair of
scintillating 65s. She ended the year by edg-
ing Cristie Kerr in a playoff in the ADT
Championship, the final tournament on the
LPGA calendar, with her only victory that

didn’t come by multiple shots.

United States defeats Switzerland
inary
GRAND FORKS, N.D. — The United
States matched Switzerland’s four-goal out-
burst in the third period for a 6-4 victory
Monday night in the prellmmary round of

in World Junior Hockey prelil

the World Junior Hockey C

Drew Stafford’s goal
put the United States
back in the lead, and
Tim Hensick, Robbie
Schremp and Patrick O~
Sullivan added scores to

Sports
briefs

secure the win.

zerland fell to 1-1.

The United States, the tournament’s de-
fending champion, 1mpmved to 2-0. Swit-

Sidney Crosby had two goals and Ryan
Getzlaf a goal and two assists in Canada’s

8-1 victory over Sweden in another prelimi-
nary game.

Sweden’s Christopher Heino-Lindberg
stopped 15 of 16 shots in the first period,
but Canada scored four goals in less than
15 minutes of the second.

Canada, a favorite to win the tourna-
ment, improved to 20 in preliminary
games. Sweden dropped to 1-1.

Schild wins women’s giant slalom

SEMMERING, Austria — Marlies
Schild won a World Cup giant slalom be-
fore her home fans Tuesday and Tanja Pou-
tiainen of Finland regained the lead in the
overall standings by finishing second.

Sarah Schleper of the United States was
fourth.

The United States led 2-0 entering the
third after goals by Ryan Callahan and
Kevin Porter, but Switzerland tied it with

two quick scores.

Schild the two runs on the
Hirschenkogel course in 2 minutes, 15.97
seconds, edging Poutiainen by 0.11 sec-
onds. Another Austrian, Elisabeth Goergl,
was third in 2:17.53.

U.S. forward Patrick O’Sullivan celebrates his goal with teammate Ryan Callahan during
the third period of their preliminary-round game against Switzerland in the World Junior
Hockey Championships at Ralph Engelstad Arena in Grand Forks, N.D., on Monday. Team
USA, the defending tournament champion, beat Switzerland 6-4 to improve to 2-0.
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Postseason
game is a big
feat for Buffs

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press
BOULDER, Colo. — For a team that sets its

sights on Big 12 and national championships,
finishing just above .500 and earning a trip to

midlevel bowl shouldn’t be to get ex-
cited about.

But consider what the Buffaloes have been
through this year — sex and recruiting scan-
dals, coach Gary Barnett’s suspension, a wild
ride through the schedule — and it’s easy to un-
derstand their satisfaction from a 7-5 season
and a spot in the Houston Bowl against
Texas-El Paso on Wednesday.

“It has been a rough year for this team and
for this program,” offensive lineman Sam Wild-
er said. “Things did not always go the way we
wanted them to this year, but this team has kept
fighting.”

The long offseason threatened to overshadow
anything the team might accomplish on the
field.

A grand jury investigated claims by nine
women who said they were sexually assaulted
by players or recruits since 1997. No charges
were filed, but three of those women sued the
university and two of the suits are still pending.

A separate investigation concluded sex, alco-
hol and drugs were used as football recruiting
tools by player-hosts, though there was no evi-
dence university officials knowingly sanctioned
the activity.

Barnett was suspended for three months
after making insensitive remarks about two of
the women, including former Kkicker Katie
Hnida shortly after she said she was raped by a
teammate in 2000.

The school overhauled its recruiting proce-
dures, but the headlines didn’t stop once the sea-
son started.

Embattled athletic director Dick Tharp re-

signed in November and chancellor Richard

Byyny followed suit earlier this month, though

both said it had nothing to do with the scandal.
fraud i hired by state

AP

Colorado coach Gary Barnett has been suspend-
ed and his team has endured sex and recruiting
scandals this year. But the Buffaloes (7-5), who
play UTEP in the Houston Bowl on Wednesday,
will finish 2004 with a winning record.

It’s hard to argue.

Colorado started off the season superbly, win-
ning three straight games for the first time
since 1998. That was followed by four losses in
five games, seemingly ending Colorado’s chanc-
es of earning a bowl bid.

But the Buffaloes won three straight games to
end the regular season, beating rival Nebraska
26-20 on the road to earn a spot in the Big 12
championship game.

Winning the Big 12 North might have said
more about the weakness of the division than
Colorado’s skill — the Buffaloes were crushed
42-3 by Oklahoma in the title game — but it was
quite an accomplishment for a team not given
much of a chance to succeed.

“I've never had a young team that has

ieved as much as this team has,” Barnett
said. “If these kids can take this kind of ap-
proach when they're older, then they've really
got a lot ahead of them.

As for Barnett, his year had nearly as many
ups and downs as his team.

Barnett survived his suspension with his job
intact after a university investigation, but the
pressure didn’t let up.

After being praised for holding his team to-
gether early in the season, Barnett heard the
calls for his job during the midseason slide. It
didn’t help when Tharp, one of Barnett's big-

is also looking into the school’s fund-raising
practices, including two football camps run by
Barnett.

Somehow, the players were able to fight off
the distractions and win gam

“Everybody has gone lhrough alot, and the

smoke has cleared and we're still standing,”
Barnett said. “The university, athletic depart-
ment and administration have had a very suc-
cessful year — and the football team.”

gest , stepped down.

But just when things seemed the worst, Bar-
nett turned his team around and got them into
the Big 12 title game and a bowl, earning confer-
ence coach of the year honors.

“I really haven’t thought about me very
much,” Barnett said. “In the throes of the bat-
tle, you don’t start feeling sorry for yourself.
You worry about the people you’re responsible
for and getting them out of the mess they’re in.”

Gators, Canes renew
rivalry in Peach Bowl

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Dwayne Dixon
knows as much as anyone about the
Florida-Miami series.

He played for the Gators from
1980-83, splitting four games against
the Hurricanes. He was a student as-
sistant for two years following his col-
lege career, then returned to become
the receivers coach in 1990 and has
been there since then.

Now that the once-bitter rivalry has
been renewed — the Hurricanes will
play the Gators for the fourth time in
five seasons Friday night in the Peach
Bowl — Dixon believes the in-state ri-
vals should try to meet more often.

It could happen.

“It really was one of the great rival-
ries in college football,” he said. “And
it has a chance to return to that if we
get Miami on the schedule. I know
that’s tough to do, but it would be good
for everyone — the fans, the players,
the coaches.”

Florida athletic director Jeremy
Foley and Miami athletic director
Paul Dee are awaiting the outcome of
proposed legislation that would allow
a 12-game schedule each season. If it
passes — arguments are expected to
be heard in April — the Gators and
Hurricanes  will  play a
home-and-home series every few
years.

They won't play annually because
both programs would like to use the
extra game to play other elite teams.
But they would resume a heated se-
ries that lost some of its luster during
the 13-year break.

The Peach Bowl could help, too.

“It means the world to us right
now,” Miami guard Chris Myers said.
“This is our national championship
game.”

The Florida-Miami series began in
1938 and grew into a rivalry in the
early 1950s, when the teams began
playing for a wooden canoe. The
9-foot canoe made from a
200-year-old cypress log would be cer-
emoniously brought out at halftime,
displayed on the sideline and then pre-
sented to the winning coach.

Because Miami won the final game
of a series that was played every year
from 1944-1987, the canoe sits in the

school’s sports hall of fame. It has
been somewhat forgotten.

But memories of the series might
never be erased.

There was the infamous “Florida
Flop” in 1971 — when Florida defend-
ers laid down and let the Hurricanes
score, allowing the Gators to get the
ball back and quarterback John
Reaves to break Jim Plunkett’s record
for NCAA career passing yards.

Miami coach Fran Curci refused to
shake hands with Florida coach Doug
Dickey after the game. Making mat-
ters worse, several Gators headed to
the East end zone of the Orange Bowl
and jumped into a pool that housed
Miami Dolphins mascot Flipper dur-
ing NFL games.

Tt fired up the Hurricanes for years.

The rivalry grew even more intense
in 1980, when Florida fans — angry
that the Gators trailed Miami 28-7
late in Gainesville — threw peaches at
the Hurricanes, who were headed to
the Peach Bowl.

Miami coach Howard Schnellen-
berger was so furious he ordered a
field goal to add to the final margin.

For the Gators, the game never hit
the heights of other Southeastern Con-
ference rivalries such as Auburn,
Georgia and Tennessee — or reached
the crescendo of the annual meeting
with Florida State.

So Florida dropped the Hurricanes
in 1988 because it wanted to play a
“more national schedule,” then
promptly replaced them with Mon-
tana State. Miami fans accused the Ga-
tors of pulling out because the Hurri-
canes were dominating them — on
field and on the national scene.

With Florida’s recruiting efforts suf-
fering in talentrich Dade County,
former coach Steve Spurrier wanted
the Hurricanes back on the schedule
in 1990. But with the SEC expanding,
there was no room.

After 13 years, Florida and Miami
renewed the rivalry in the 2001 Sugar
Bowl. Just a few nights before Mi-
ami’s 37-20 win, a handful of players
from both teams — most notably Mi-
ami’s Bryant McKinnie and Florida’s
Alex Brown — mixed it up on Bour-
bon Street.

The series took another turn last sea-
son, when Brock Berlin rallied the
Hurricanes 23-point,
third-quarter deficit to a 38-33 victory,
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Connecticut routs Toledo in its first howl
QB Orlovsky, tough defense carry Huskies to victory in Motor City

BY DONNA TOMMELLO
The Associated Press

DETROIT —  Connecticut
coach Randy Edsall lifted the
Motor City Bowl trophy high
above his head to the delight of
players and fans mobbing the
on-field podium.

“I wanted to win it for these
kids. They’re all winners,” Edsall
said.

Especially Dan Orlovsky, the
star quarterback who threw for
239 yards and two touchdowns to
help Connecticut rout Toledo
39-10 on Monday night in the Hus-
kies’ first bowl game since becom-
ing a full Division I-A team three
years ago.

“It was so gratifying for me to
have those kids go out as champi-
ons,” Edsall said. “They’re Motor
City Bowl champions now and no-
body is ever going to be able to
take that away from them.”

Orlovsky, the leader of the se-
nior class that completed the best
three-year run in school history
with a 23-13 record, said the pro-
gram is just getting started.

“Do I think the sky is the limit?
Yes,” Orlovsky said.

Thousands of UConn fans were
part of the record Motor City
Bowl crowd of 52,552.

“Before this year I heard peo-
ple say UConn has arrived.
UConn has arrived now, literal-
ly,” Orlovsky said.

The Huskies (8-4) dominated
in every phase, holding the Rock-
ets (9-4) to a season-low 10 points
and just 78 yards on the ground.

Toledo quarterback Bruce
Gradkowski, who broke his throw-
ing hand in the Mid-American

Connecticut QB Dan Orlovsky threw for 239 yards and two TDs as the
Huskies defeated Toledo 39-10 in the Motor City Bowl on Monday.

Conference championship on
Dec. 2, struggled in the first half.
He scored the Rockets’ only TD
on a 1-yard run.

Backup quarterback Marques
Council played the second half,
throwing for 160 yards with two
interceptions.

“It was a lot tougher than I
thought it would be and it was bet-
ter to get a healthy guy out there
who could do the job,” Gradkows-
ki said.

The Huskies’ special teams
also played well. Matt Nuzie
kicked a career-best four field
goals and added three extra
points, and Larry Taylor ran back
a punt 68 yards for a score in the
first quarter, his first of the year.

The Rockets came into the
game averaging 35.2 points.

“It doesn’t happen very often
and it's a rare thing,” Toledo
coach Tom Amstutz said. “I give

UConn a lot of credit. We just
didn’t have all our guys going.”

The Huskies got their biggest
lift with the return of defensive
end Tyler King. The 6-foot-5 se-
nior made his first start since
breaking his leg on Sept. 30.

King and his teammates were
ready for every trick play the
Rockets tried to run. King recov-
ered a fumble on Toledo’s fake
punt in the first half. Four plays
later, Orlovsky threw a 32-yard
touchdown pass to Jason Will-
iams. Orlovsky also connected
with Brian Sparks on a 7-yard
scoring pass late in the second
quarter.

“When we got the turnover on
the fake punt, that was great rec-
ognition,” Edsall said. “Our coach-
es did a great job preparing the
players and then taking advan-
tage of those situations.”

The Huskies began their up-
grade from Division I-AA six
years ago when the school hired
Edsall. They joined the Big East
this season, finishing 3-3 in the
league.

Orlovsky completed 20 of 41
passes before he came out of the
game to a standing ovation. The
bowl also was the final game for
senior linebacker Alfred Fincher,
who switched his number from
No. 9 to No. 4 Monday night in
honor of Dan Reen, a friend and
former Norwood (Mass.) high
school teammate killed in a car ac-
cident several months ago. Finch-
er finished with nine tackles and
an interception.

Council completed 16 of 28
passes for Toledo, and Gradkows-
ki was 6-for-12 for 43 yards.

Keron Henry led Connecticut’s

receivers with nine catches for
109 yards, and Cornell Brocking-
ton ran for 72 yards. Matt
Lawrence scored the Huskies’
only rushing TD — a late 11-yard-

er.

Orlovsky, from Shelton, Conn.,
spurned offers from other Divi-
sion I-A schools such as Purdue
and Virginia to play in his home
state. He has no regrets.

“It’s just a gratifying process to
go through and it's extremely
humbling and an honor to go
through it with the people we
have,” Orlovsky said.

Connecticut 39, Toledo 10
Connecticut 1713 3 6-39
Toledo 07 3 0-10

First % iarter
Gonn—a Nz 35, TH0E
W\I\mms 33 pass from Orlovsky
AN\mek\ck)‘
nn Taylor GE punt return (Nuzie kick),

Second Qu:
T R Robbins. Kick),
a Cko)nn Sparks 7 pass from Orlovsky (Nuzie
ich
onnte Nuzle 37
Conn—FG Nuz

Qua
Tol—FG Robbins 27, 11:47.
Conn—FG Nuzie 36, 1:53.

uarter
Conn—Lawrence 11 run (kick failed), :25.
A=52552.

conn ol

Tol— Gradkowsky

First downs 20 20

Rushes-yards 31159 3978
239 3

Comp-At 20411 22402

ROt Vards

PuntAvg. 3303 6323

PaTSa vards 5

jes-Yar
Time of Possession

INDIVIDUAL STATIST fies”
Brockington 1572,

Orlovsky
"Council 16-28-2-160,

ficut, Henry o109, Will
, Ander-
Miurray L, Beltamy o4
olmes &4,

s
Toreto, e jom 5

Hgains 2.35, Broussard 2713 Dawson
Parmele 1-15, Hudson 1

Petrino talks with LSU; San Jose St. hires Tomey

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Louisville
football coach Bobby Petrino has
met with LSU officials about the
Tigers’ job but refused to say if he
expected further talks.

ere’s no offer on the table,”
he said Tuesday.

The LSU job opened when Nick
Saban left for the Miami Dol-
phins.

Petrino, who called his session
with LSU a “preliminary meet-
ing,” is in Memphis, where the
No. 7 Cardinals play No. 10 Boise
State in the Liberty Bowl on Fri-
day.
“We agreed my focus would go
to the bowl game and to finish the
season — the great season that
we've had,” Petrino said after
practice at the University of Mem-
phis.

He said LSU officials sought
permission to talk with him from
Louisville athletic director Tom
Jurich.

“They asked for a quick meet-
ing, and with Tom’s permission, T
agreed to meet with them,” Petri-
no said. “We sat down Sunday
morning in Nashville on my way
here.

SIX days ago, Petrino received

a_raise from

College $550000 0 51
million a sea-
foothall Rieaghiuey
L CTER eed,  with
more than

$860,000 also possible in incen-
tives. When his new contract was
announced, he dismissed inquir-
ies about the LSU position and
noted his fondness for Louisville.
Louisville moves from Confer-
ence-USA to the Big East next
season.

“This is the place I want to be,”
he said then. “This is the place
my family wants to be.”

Saban will coach LSU in the
Capital One Bowl against lowa on
Saturday. Saban had the nation’s
richest college football contract, a
seven-year, $18.45 million deal
he signed after winning a share of
the national title in 2003. The
school is completing a stadium ex-
pansion and a new football opera-
tions center.

San Jose State hires
veteran coach Tomey

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Dick
Tomey, the career leader i
coaching victories at Arizona and
Hawaii, has been hired to revive

San Jose State’s struggling foot-
ball program.

A school source, speaking on
condition of anonymity, con-
firmed Wednesday that Tomey
was chosen to succeed Fitz Hill,
who resigned earlier in the month
after four losing seasons.

San Jose State scheduled a
news conference for Thursday,
but didn’t disclose the reason.

‘The 66-year-old Tomey current-
ly is the assistant head coach at
Texas under Mack Brown, help-
ing to prepare the team for Satur-
day’s Rose Bowl. The Longhorns
declined comment through a
spokesperson.

Tomey went 158-110-7 in 24
seasons at Hawaii and Arizona, in-
cluding 14 mostly successful sea-
sons in Tucson, where he helped
build the famed “Desert Swarm”
defense. The Wildcats won four
bowl games during his tenure, in-
cluding victories in the 1994 Fies-
ta Bowl and the 1998 Holiday
Bowl, and compiled the sec-
ond-most Pac-10 victories in the
1990s.

Police: Vandy foothall player
killed over ‘trash talk’

TAMPA, Fla. — Vanderbilt run-

ning back Kwane Doster was shot
to death after his friends and a
group of other men exchanged
“trash talk” about their cars,
Tampa police said Tuesday.

Police continued to appeal for
help in making an arrest in the
Sunday morning shooting. Police
said they have suspects, but need
witnesses who might have seen
who fired the fatal shot.

Doster, 21, was shot to death at
a sandwich shop after visiting a
local club with two friends about
1:30 am. Sunday.

While leaving the club,
Doster’s friends had a discussion
with three other men about their
cars, said Tampa police spokes-
man Joe Durkin. Both groups
were driving what Durkin de-
scribed as “show” cars, and the
arguments centered on whose car
was better.

The two groups met again at a
stoplight, where they again ex-
changed words and mean stares,
Durkin said. The susp were
riding in an orange Infiniti.

Blocks later, Doster and his
friends pulled into a sandwich
shop. The Infiniti pulled up, one
man got out and opened fire with
a handgun, Durkin said.

Doster, who was sitting in the
back seat of his friend’s car, was
killed with a single shot. No one
else was injured.

“There was no indication they
knew each other,” Durkin said.

“It’s something so trivial, that
trash talk goes on all the time.
Then someone pulls out a gun —
inconceivable.”

Tennessee’s two freshman
QBs likely out for Cotton Bowl

IRVING, Texas — Both of Ten-
nessee’s freshman quarterbacks
may be out for the Cotton Bowl.

Junior Rick Clausen will start
as planned in Saturday’s game
against Texas A&M (7-4).

The Vols (9-3) had hoped fresh-
man Brent Schaeffer would be
able to play some after returning
for the first time since breaking
his collarbone Oct. 30 at South
Carolina.

But Schaeffer has been unable
to practice in Texas because of
flu-like symptoms.

The Vols’ other freshman QB
— Erik Ainge — hasn’t played
since separating his shoulder
against Notre Dame on Nov. 6. He
will not play in the Cotton Bowl,
Fulmer said.
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NFL parity means mediocrity
rewarded with playoff berths

ome teams steamroll into
the NFL playoffs, some
back in and some stumble
in as if they'd finally
found their way home after wan-
dering around dizzy and lost.

Take the Seattle Seahawks.
Please.

At 8-7, they are mediocrity per-
sonified — yet they've already
clinched a playoff spot as the
NFC West leader. This is a team
that offsets inspiring runs with
fumbles, bounces between defen-
sive stands and inexplicable
breakdowns. It is not for lack of ef-
fort that they struggle. It takes
work to be so determinedly
self-destructive just when they
seem ready to win.

Or take their NFC brethren in
ordinariness: Green Bay, which
has clinched the North division
with a 9-6 record, and the four
teams still alive for one of the two
remaining playoff spots — St.
Louis (7-8) after beating Philadel-
phia in a game that meant noth-
ing for the Eagles on Monday
night, Minnesota (8-7), Carolina
(7-8) and New Orleans (7-8).

That means at least one and
maybe two NFC playoffs team
will boast a .500 record.

Aside from Philadelphia, now
without injured Terrell Owens,
and Atlanta, an average team
with an above-average record,
the NFC stinks this year.

Blame it on the cycles of the
game. Next year it could be the
AFC’s turn.

The AFC has four strong teams

Steve Wilstein

— Pittsburgh,
New England,
San  Diego,
and Indianapo-
lis, though the
Colts’ patch-
work defense
may  undo
whatever
marches Pey-
ton Manning
and the rest of
the  offense
mount in the
playoffs.

As for the devotedly mediocre
in that conference who can yet
make the playoffs, there are the
New York Jets (10-5), Buffalo
(9-6), Jacksonville (8-7), Balti-
more (8-7) and Denver (9-6) com-
peting for the two available
wild-card spots.

The NFL’s commitment to com-
monness is its brilliance and its
bane. The late, great commission-
er Pete Rozelle promoted the the-
ory of parity back in the 1970s,
touting the notion that the league
profits most when most teams are
competitive. That would keep fan
interest higher around the coun-
try, translating into higher atten-
dance, TV ratings, souvenir sales
and greater revenue for every-
body. It would be win, win, win all
around.

He was right, yet over the next
20 years there still were teams
that dominated at different stag-
es: Oakland, Pittsburgh, Miami,
Dallas, Washington, San Fran.
cisco. The rest of the league was

largely made up of their patsies.

The NFL institutionalized pari-
ty with the advent of the salary
cap in 1993, though that Sports so-
cialism scheme didn’t have a
great effect on teams until the last
five years or so.

Suddenly it became much hard-
er for teams to keep their stars,
stack their squads with strong
backups in case the stars go
down, and build dynasties. The
flip side was that decidedly bad
teams could turn around in a
hurry, as the Steelers did in going
from 6-10 last year to 14-1 this
year. The Chargers, 4-12 a year
ago, are 11-4.

The new rules of the money
game require a creative re-
sponse: a minimum of stars and a
maximum of interchangeable
role players.

Systems would become more
essential than individual talent.

The Patriots, winners of two of
the last three Super Bowls and a
contender for another this sea-
son, solved the scheme best,
thanks to head coach Bill Beli-
chick and vice president of player
personnel Scott Pioli.

They assembled a winning
team that had only two regulars
who made the Pro Bowl — quar-
terback Tom Brady and defen-
sive lineman Richard Seymour —
plus kicker Adam Vinatieri. The
fact that Brady was a sixth-round
draft pick with a relatively low sal-
ary allowed the Patriots to stock
up with more better-than-aver-
age players who also came at bar-

Seattle Seahawks’ Darrell Jackson is brought down by Arizona Cardi-
nals’ Karlos Dansby (58) and Duane Starks, back, after catching a pass
during the second quarter in Seattle on Sunday. The Seahawks have
already clinched a playoff spot despite their 8-7 record.

gain prices.

The Patriots showed that a
deep team consisting largely of
role players, with a small smatter-
ing of stars, could consistently out-
perform top-heavy teams. They
may have to perform a little finan-
cial magic when Brady negotiates
his next contract, but this is a
team built for the long haul.

That’s going to be the challenge
of Nick Saban as he takes over as
the Miami Dolphins head coach.
Once a playoff perennial, they've
become a joke, and they can’t buy
their way back to the past the way
they once did.

The LSU coach fancies himself
a turnaround expert. He did it at
Michigan State before going to
LSU, and he thinks he can do it in
Miami. At 4-11, the Dolphins are
having their worst season since
the 1960s and their first with a los-

ing record since 1988.

Saban no doubt has been keep-
ing an eye on the genius of Beli-
chick, for whom he served as as-
sistant when they revitalized the
Cleveland Browns in 1991-94.

“We've never ever taken over
successful programs,” Saban
said, referring to himself in the
plural, as if he knows he’ll need
all the help he can get. “We've
taken challenges that were diffi-
cult, worked hard and had an ef-
fect in a positive way. That’s one
of the reasons I feel I can be suc-
cessful in this challenge.”

Chances are he will be, if for no
other reason than the fact that the
system will work in his favor. The
salary cap ensures that the
mighty shall fall and the meek
shall inherit the playoff berths.
Steve Wilstein is a national sports
columnist for The Associated Press.
Write to him at: swilstein@ap.org

Despite slide, Vikings pick up

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Min-
nesota Vikings coach Mike Tice
will return for at least one more
year, and nothing short of a lucra-
tive contract extension could
make him happier.

Despite a second straight
late-season slide, the Vikings on
Monday picked up Tice’s $1 mil-
lion option for 2005, ending much
speculation about the coach’s fu-
ture.

“I'm pleased,” Tice said. “I want
to remain the football coach of this
football team because we've come
along way in three years.”

Tice would have become a free
agent Jan. 31 if the club failed to
exercise the option by Saturday
— one day before Minnesota’s reg-
ular season finale at Washington.

Instead, the 45-year-old coach
will have a chance to improve his
23-25 record and reverse his
team’s reputation for fading down
the stretch.

The Vikings raced to 6-0 in
2003, Tice’s second full season,
but finished 9-7 and missed the
playoffs. They are headed in a
similar direction this year, having
lost six of their past nine games,
but at 8-7 still have a good shot at
awild-card berth.

“Although our expectation of
winning the division was not met,

KA )
Briefs
we feel that the program Mike
Tice has guided gives us the tal-
ent base to have success today
and in the future,” owner Red Mc-
Combs said in a statement Mon-
day. “Our expectations are high
for the upcoming playoffs and for
next year.”

Widely known as a player’s
coach, Tice has absorbed much of
the blame for the Vikings’ prob-
lems on and off the field, but the
team’s stars have supported him
publicly.

Despite a 33 percent raise from
his reported $750,000 salary this
season, Tice will remain one of the
NFL’s lowest-paid head coaches.

Cowhoys safety Woodson
headed to retirement

IRVING, Texas — The Dallas
Cowboys are ready to bid fare-
well to safety Darren Woodson,
the last player left from their
teams that won three Super
Bowls in the mid-1990s.

Woodson hasn't played all year
because of injuries and was ex-
pected to retire or be released
after this season. Team owner
Jerry Jones said on his weekly
radio show that it’s only a ques-
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tion of “when we and he will
make it official.” Coach Bill Par-
cells had said Monday that an an-
nouncement was coming as soon
as this week.

Known as “Woody,” the popu-
lar safety smiled a lot but also de-
livered  punishing hits. A
four-time All-Pro, he’ll leave as
the team’s career leader in tack-
les with 1,350.

Woodson was a rookie on the
1992 squad that won Dallas’ first
Super Bowl of the Jones era. He
also was a key player on the 1993
and ’95 teams.

The 35-year-old Woodson had
back surgery three days before
the start of training camp. His re-
covery was set back by a nerve
problem and he was never able to
even make it back to practice.

His absence forced Roy Will-
iams to be used differently and

Tice’s option for '05

made the Cowboys rely on pro-
jected backups Tony Dixon and
Lynn Scott.

Dallas allowed the fewest yards
in the NFL last season with Wood-
son. The Cowboys have plummet-
ed to 21st this season.

“I think you saw the impact on
our defense this year,” Jones
said.

Roethlisherger questionable
for regular-season finale

PITTSBURGH — Ben Roethlis-
berger’s ribs are bruised and
Pittsburgh Steelers coach Bill
Cowher listed the rookie quarter-
back as questionable for Sunday’s
regular-season finale at Buffalo.

The game is meaningless for
the Steelers, who have clinched
home-field advantage for the play-
offs in the AFC. The Bills need to
beat the Steelers and have either
the New York Jets or Denver
Broncos lose to clinch a spot in
the playoffs.

Steelers coach Bill Cowher said
his plans for the game would not
change even if another playoff
berth were not dependent on the
outcome.

“This is not about what we owe
anybody. It's what we owe our-
selves. This is how you play the
game,” he said.

Roethlisberger was hurt Sun-
day against the Baltimore Ravens

when he was driven into the turf
by Terrell Suggs.

Mora wants Falcons starters
in lineup on Sunday

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. —
Head coach Jim Mora wants
every starter, including quarter-
back Michael Vick, to practice
this week.

With his Atlanta Falcons un-
able to affect their standing as the
NFC’s No. 2 seed last week, Mora
decided Vick, tight end Alge
Crumpler, nose tackle Ed Jasper
and cornerback Jason Webster
wouldn’t play at New Orleans.

Running back T.J. Duckett, a
254-pounder who’s hard to stop in
short-yardage situations, missed
his second straight game, but
Mora expects the injured players
to be on the field when the team
returns to practice Wednesday.

Atlanta visits Seattle on Sun-
day, after which point the Falcons
won't play again until the division-
al round of the playoffs Jan.

“Absolutely, as I stand here
today, it's my firm belief that he’ll
play,” Mora said Monday of Vick.
“Something would have to tran-
spire with his shoulder that I
don’t foresee right now for him to
stay off the field. Same with Alge,
same with T.J.,, same with Ed,
same with Jason. 1 expect all
those guys to be on the field
‘Wednesday and rolling.”
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Cupboard won’t be bare for Saban in Miami

Bates-led Dolphins have shown potential since Wannstedt stepped down

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — By salvaging a
little success from the Miami Dol-
phins’ sorry season, Jim Bates is
giving Nick Saban something to
work with.

Going into Miami’s final game
before Saban takes over, Bates is
3-3 as interim coach. He can fin-
ish with a winning record by bea
ing Baltimore on Sunday, even
though the best the Dolphins can
do is 5-11, their worst year since
1969.

But that would be a big im-
provement on the team’s 1-8 start
before Dave Wannstedt resigned.
Miami is on a winning streak for
the first time this season, beating
Cleveland 10-7 Sunday night
after upsetting Super Bowl cham-
pion New England a week ago.

“I hope I've had an impact,”
Bates said Monday.

Players say he has, and they lob-
bied last week for his return as
head coach. Owner Wayne Hui-
zenga instead hired LSU’s Saban,
who accepted the job Saturday.

Saban signed a five-year con-
tract on Monday, after meeting
again with Huizenga and team
president Eddie Jones in Orlan-
do, Fla., where LSU is preparing
for the Capital One Bowl against

Towa.

But despite the distractions and
Bates’ lame-duck status, he led
his team to a sloppy, last-minute
victory over the Browns.

“It was an ugly win,”
“But an ugly win is a win.”

The late-season surge has cost
Saban any shot at the No. 1 pick in
the draft next April. But it has
also shown there may be the foun-

Miami Dolphins quarterback A.J. Feeley hasn't turned the ball over in
the past two games in addition to leading game-winning drives.

dation for a quick turnaround by
a long-proud franchise enduring
its first losing season in 16 years.

'he improved play of A.J. Fee-
ley suggests he may be Miami’s
quarterback of the future. He has
overcome a tendency to commit
critical turnovers, throwing no in-
terceptions in the past two games.
And in both victories, he directed
the winning drive in lhe final two
minutes.

“We're getting better every
week from when Jim took over,”
Feeley said. “The offense has
been living up to their end of the
bargain.”

The offensive line, the biggest
weakness the past two years, has
provided better protection and
bigger holes for the running
backs in recent games. And the

defense has held together despite
a rash of injuries, with several
youngsters contributing.

(0st impressive is et the Dol-
phins keep playing hard, despite
circumstances that would prompt
many teams to fold.

“We have seven days left in the
season,” Pro Bowl defensive end
Jason Taylor said. “You won’t see
any quit in us until Jan. 3.”

That’s the day after the final

game, when Saban is expected in
South Florida for an introductory
news conference.  Dolphins
spokesman Harvey Greene said
Monday night that nolhing is for-
mally scheduled yet.

Big changes are m store, with
substantial turnover expected on
the roster and coaching staff.
Saban will assume full authority

over the football operation, mean-
ing much-maligned general man-
ager Rick Spielman is likely to de-
part or be demoted.

The future is uncertain even
for employees on the support
staff, from medical personnel to
the publicity department. That
will make for an emotional week
as the Dolphins prepare to con-
clude their dismal season.

“Every year you know when
you go into the last game that this
will be the last time the team will
be together,” Bates said.

“This year will be more emo-
tional than ever, because it in-
volves everybody associated with
the Dolphins.”

One holdover may be Bates, a
candidate for his former job of de-
fensive coordinator. He and
Saban were on the Cleveland
Browns’ staff together in 1991-93
and remain friends.

“I'have not talked to Nick, but I
know he’s with me, and I’m with
him,” Bates said. “We're good
enough friends. We will t:

Regardless of whether Bates re-
turns as an assistant, he said he’s
grateful for his two months as in-
terim coach — and for the way
the players responded.

His only other head coaching
stints were in 1985 in the USFL,
and in 1969-71 at a high school in
Tennessee.

“To have the players’ support is
as rewarding as anything 1 can
have,” he said. “You can get all
the kudos and everything from
the outside, but when you get it
from Wthm at’s the most satis-
fying thing. When I leave this posi-
tion, that will be something that I
will always carry with me as long
as I live. This has been a very re-
warding time.”

Rams: St. Louis runs over second-string Eagles

RAMS, FROM BACK PAGE

Donovan McNabb played one
series, when the Eagles got their
only points. Defensive end Jevon
Kearse never got onto the field
and most of the starters were
gone by halftime, if not sooner.

“You have to make a decision
and there have been some good
ones that have gone this route and
there have been some bad ones
that have gone this route,” coach
Andy Reid said after his team’s
six-game winning streak was
snapped. “So I don’t think there’s
any answer. 1 think you look at
past history when I've been here,
so I made tha( decision to rest
some guys.”

Philadelphia’s second-string de-
fenders couldn’t handle Jackson
or Marc Bulger, who missed the
past two games with a shoulder
problem.

Bulger was sharp, going
20-for-27 for 233 yards, and hit
Isaac Bruce for a 7-yard TD.

Martz revealed after the game
that Bulger has been hurt since
the season opener.

Philadelphia managed only 155
yards against the Rams’
24th-ranked defense, 63 on the
McNabb-led drive that ended
with Freddie Mitchell’s 7-yard
touchdown catch.

Mitchell, who made his first
touchdown reception of the sea-
son, didn’t want to hear anything
about tiptoeing into the playoffs.

“As soon as you think it’s a pre-
season game or think it’s a scrim-
mage, you get injured,” he said.
“So you've got to go out there 100
percent and then make plays no
matter what happens.”

Still, the Eagles didn’t escape

unscatched. Cornerbacks Lito
Sheppard, a Pro Bowler, and Dex-
ter Wynn collided chasing a pass
by Wilkins on a fake punt. Both
lay on the ground for several min-
utes before walking off, and Shep-
pard stayed out with a quadriceps
contusion.

Rookie fullback Thomas Tapeh
was carted off with 28 seconds re-
maining with a dislocated hip.
Tight end Chad Lewis strained
his triceps.

The Rams had 88 yards rush-
ing in their previous two losses.
Against the overmatched squad
the Eagles used, the Rams gained
419 yards, 209 on the ground.

In McNabb’s stead, Koy Det-
mer was dismal, going 1-for-6 for
5 yards before third-stringer Jeff
Blake entered in the fourth quar-
ter and went 4-for-14 for 41
yards.

St. Louis Rams rookie running
back Steven Jackson ran for 148
yards and a touchdown, his best
performance in the NFL.

Faulk did not have a reception,
ending the longest active streak
in the league at 158 games.

Playoff i
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New England has c\lr\ched division title
and a first-rol

Buffalo can Fis Slayoftberth with:

LA

2. ABuffalo loss or tie OR Denver loss or tie.

homefield adv:
tage throughout pa
Saftimore can neh Dayoft berth with:
aloloss, a Denver 0ss and
alaton el or

Indianapolis has ciinched division title.
Jacksonuilecan cinch payoft berth
plus Butfalo ahd benver loso.

Diego has linched Slision tite.
Denwer can clinch playoft berth wi

2.Atie and a Buffalo loss or tie, OR
i Bufalofoss D\us Jacksonvilie and Bal-
imore lo:

Sinehad homefield ad-
vantage throuoheut the by e

Green 8ay has clinched
eTesiayot b with:
YRt be

2 A Carolina foss or tie, OR St. Louis loss
o't

IFC SOUTH
Aanta has clmched division title and a
first-round by

Caralina can clinch playoff berth with:
L Awinand a Minnesota loss, 0
e winor 1o OR
anda St Lo oes ot
New Qr\eans linches playoft berth with:
LA a'st. Louis loss or tie, OR
zt A win and a Seattl and Minnesota win
or

Seattle has clinched playoff ber
Seattle can clinch civison ttle with:
1. A win o tie, O

2. ASt. Louis loss or tie.

NFL scoreboard

American Conference

East

W LT Pct PFPA

y-New England 13 2 0 867416 253

N.Y. Jets 10 5 0 667 304 229

Buffalo 9 6 0 600371 255

Miami 411 0 267 252 324
uth

y-Indianapolis 123 0 800 508 318

Jacksonville 8 7 0 533248 274

7 8 0 467295317

Tennessee 411 0 267 320 420
jorth

yz-Pittsburgh 1410 933343227

Baltimore 8 7 0 533287 245

Cincinnati 8 0 .467 336 362

Cleveland 312 0 200 254 376
jest

;San Diego 114 0 733422 29

96 0 600 348 290

Kansas city 78 0 467 466 411

Oakland 510 0 333314 429

National Conference

East

W L T Pct PFPA

yz-Philadelphia 13 2 0 .867 376 222

Dallas 6 9 0 400 269 377

N.Y. Giants 510 0 333 275 323

Washington 510 0 333219 247
South

y-Atlanta 11 4 0 733314 309

Carolina 78 0 467337 318

New Orleans 78 0 467 327 387

‘Tampa Bay 510 0 333 294 292
North

y-Green Bay 96 0 600393 366

Minnesota 8 7 0 533387 374

Detroit 6 9 0 400277 326

Chicago 510 0 333 217 300
West

x-Seattle 8 7 0 533343 347

78 0 467 287 363

510 0 333272 315

213 0 133252 431

Veclinched division
z-clinched cor

e
iday's
Green Bay 34, Mlnncsota 31

iay’s g;
Kansas City 31, Oakiand 30
enver 37, Tennessee 16
unday's games
Detroit 19, Chicago
Indianapolis 34, Rndiego1,or
ittsburgh 20, Baltimore 7

New Orleans 26, Atlanta 13
Cincinnati 23,
Buffalo 41, San Francisco 7
New England 23

1
ington 10
Carolina 37, Tamna Say20
Miami lﬂ,C\eve\a

Vonday's game
St. Louis 20, Phl\ade\phla 7,

Sunday, Jan.
Detroi at Temnessee

Cincinnati at Philadelphia

Tampa Bay at Arizona
Kansas City at San Diego
Indianapolis at Denver
Jacksonville at Oakland
Dallas at N.Y. Giants

lar Season

Monday
Rams 20, Eagles 7

Philadelphia
St. Louis

StL—S.Jackson 5 rur\ (W\Ikms Kick), 9:03.

Phi. chell 7 pass from McNabb (Akers
kick), 1:

Second Quarter

StL—FG Wl\klr\s 28, :42.

Quar
Stt—8ruce 7 pass o Bulger (Wilkins
kick), 7

irth Quarter
SHL_FG Wilking 35, 594
A—66,129.

Phi st
First downs 1
Total Net Yards 155 419
Rushes-yards 2381 44209
assing 74 210
Punt Returns 00 221
Kickoff Returns 5137 253
Interceptions Ret. 00 _ 00
Comp-Att-Int 8230 20-280
SackedYards Lost 18 215
2360
Fomles Lost 31
7-55
a1:44

ing—| d D -l el 2-28,

TaDEh Z 15 Le\lens is 1-6, Mahe

n 1-5. St. I.nllls B uce 868, Holt

NCUrts 356, Mcbonaid 19, Goodspecd
}, Manumaleuna 1-4.

o Mlssed field goal-St. Louis, Wilkins 44
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Shaq scores 31 to help Heat
win franchise-record 12th

iz

consecutive game, Page 33

Rams remain in playoff chase

As Philly rest stars,
Jackson’s career
game lifts St. Louis

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis Rams still
have high playoff hopes. The Philadelphia
Eagles just hope the playoffs get here be-
fore anyone else goes down.

By beating the Eagles’ junior varsity 20-7
Monday night, the Rams (7-8) ensured
their season finale against the New York
Jets wouldn't just be meaningful for the op-
ponent. Behind
— rookie Steven
Playoff possibilities | Jackson’s best

St. Louis wins NFC West | - performance of
wi his brief pro ca-
s A SUEE e N | rene St Tous

stayed alive for

StbLOﬁIS clinches play- | the NFC West

off
1 Aw\nandaMlnneSO- crown or for a

taloss at Washington | Wild-card
berth.
2 Awinand tieinthe | It was a
el " Grieans Carona | ttoment
game for me,”
Jackson  said

after rushing for 148 yards and a S-yard
touchdown before bruising his right knee
in the fourth quarter. “It was a must-win
game. T wanted to come out and run the
ball pretty hard when I had the opportuni-
ties. I wanted to make up for lost time.”

Jackson, a first-round draft choice and
the first running back selected last April,
missed the past two losses that dropped the
Rams to the edge of elimination. A previ-
ous knee injury sidelined him two weeks
ago, then coach Mike Martz didn’t use him
last week.

Eagles quarterback Donovan McNabb,
above, played one series and led Philadel-
phia to its only touchdown on Monday.
Running back Brian Westbrook, offensive
tackle Tra Thomas and defensive end Jevon
Kearse did not play for Philadelphia.

Philadelphia defender Roderick Hood tries to stop St. Louis wide receiver Isaac Bruce during the Rams’ 20-7 victory on Monday night.

But Martz turned to the youngster imme-
diately against (13-2), and it

make the playoffs by winning and having
ose at or by Caroli-

paid off.
In a stark departure from his passing
persona, Martz — perhaps sensing it

would be Jackson’s night — called 10 run-
ning plays on the opening drive that cov-
ered 73 yards. Jackson ran for 46 yards
and Marshall Faulk for 27 on the march.

Jackson also had a 43-yard run in the sec-
ond period on a drive that ended with Jeff
Wilkins missing a 44-yard field goal.

“That first series, we were handing the
ball to him and he’s running through them,
around them, every which way you can,”
Martz said. “He’s a terrific back and it af-
forded us the ability to go down and not
throw the ball one time. When you've got a
guy playing like that — spectacular.”

If the Rams (7-8) beat the Jets on Sun-
day and Seattle loses to Atlanta, St. Louis
will win the NFC West. If the Seahawks
win and take the division, St. Louis can

na and New Orleans tying.

A win for the Jets wuuld put them into
the AFC playoffs.

“After all the drama we've been through
this year, to be in position to potentially get
into the playoffs, how awesome is
Martz said. “We will show up next week
and lay it all out there.”

The Eagles, who own home-field advan-
tage for the NFC playoffs, didn’t lay it out
Monday night because they didn’t need to.
Perhaps spooked by the ankle and leg inju-
ry that has sidelined star receiver Terrell
Owens, they weren't about to jeopardize
other stars in a game that meant nothing to
them.

Running back Brian Westbrook, their
prime offensive threat with Owens out,
was scratched, along with starting lackle
Tra Thomas.

SEE RAMS ON PAGE 39

Philadelphia’s Greg Lewis, left, is tackled
by the Rams’ Jerametrius Butler. Without
QB Donovan McNabb, the Eagles managed
92 yards of offense in 372 quarters.

Middling
Nuggets,
ona
six-game
slide, fire
Bzdelik
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Medlocrlty runs amok among
NFC playoff teams Page 38

Toledo in its bowl
debut; Petrino
talks with LSU




